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from top, left— 

York County High School 
Yorktown Elementary School 
Magruder Elementary School 



York County School 
Building Program 

An $8 50,000 bond issue voted by 
the people of York County Iasi year 
makes possible a school construction 
program to care for the rapidly ex¬ 
panding needs from soaring enroll¬ 
ments, The amazing climb began in 
1954 when the American Oil Company 
located in York town, with continuing 
industrial growth in the York County 
area. Superintendent Samuel C. Mor¬ 
gan is promptly carrying forward the 
building program as proposed by :he 
York County School Board to elimi¬ 
nate the necessity for temporary meas¬ 
ures to handle overcrowded conditions. 


at right from top— 

Poquoson High School 
Grafton-Bethel Elementary School 
Poquoson Elementary School 
J. W. Johnson Elementary and 
High School (col), 

Frederick Douglas Elementary 
School (col.) 



Abandoned schools in York County 
replaced by the above. 
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EARLY EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN YORK COUNTY 


(W illiam and Mary College Quarterly , Vol. VI. series I, p. 2-6^ 


"The inventory of Mrs. Jane Cully, a teacher, affords some Inter¬ 
esting details as to another private school In another parish In the 
same county: 

Inventory of Jane Cully, Deceased, 1721 (Charles Parish, York Vo.) 


To Cash of Thomas Chlsman for schooling -— 0—13—-4 

To Cash of Hers rec'd ------ 2-06--I6 

To Cash of Robert Shield, Jun, for schooling - 0-II—10 

To Cash of Thomas Cox, ditto --—— 0 --I0— 0 

To Cash of John Wright for schooling —--- 0— 5— 0 

To Cash of William Bond for Do. ----—- 0 6— 3 

To Goods sold to Robert Innls - 0-2— 7 

To her saddle sold to Henry Barradale - 2-—10— 0 

To Cash of Ann Hopkins for schooling- 0 —15— 0 

To Cash of J 0 hn Chlsman for Do. —-——-— 0— I5-- 0 

To a quilted waistcoat sold ----..... 0— 6— 0 

To Cash of Thomas Nelson for schooling —------ 0--- 7— 6 

To Cash of Augustine Wright for Do. —————— 0-10— 6 

To Cash of Edmund Sweeny for Do, --- I—-05— 0 

To Cash of Edward Tabb for Do. --— —-—— 0™ 2— 6 

To Cash of Anthony Robinson for Do, - 0-13— 6 

To Cash of Robert Kirby, Jun., for Sohooling - I- 4— 9 

To Cash of James Hurt on for Do. --------------- 0— 2-- 6 

To a cushion truck - 0-_2_6 

To her horse sold to Thos MItton for cash- 3_0— 0 

To Cash of Henry Barradale for schooling - 0-15_0 

To Cash of John Goodwin for Do. —----—-- I-— g_0 

To Cash of Thomas Curtis for Do. -—- j—-10— 0 

To Cash of Edmund Curtis for Do. ---—- I— 6-- 0 

To Cash of Mary White for Do. ———— _ © __ 3 

To Cash of John Robinson for Do. ———-—— 0— 9-- 0 

To Cash of Sarah Burnham for Do. ————— X- _9-- 3 

To Cash of _Stacy for Do. - 0-7— 6 

To Cash of Thomas Bell £or ditto - 0_4_6 

By Cash rec'd of Jghn Power -— ---—. 0—- I-- 8 


In obedience to an order of York Court, dated March ye I9th 1721, 
we ye subscribers being first sworn by Coll. Lawr. Smith, did meet and 
appraise all ye estate of Jane Cully, dec'd, as was brought before us 
by Capt. Thomas Chlsman, as followeth: 

To two Trunks & one deal box ------0——II-_0 

To all her wearing apparell & some old books - 6 -00_00 

To a parcell of earthen ware, I bottle and 2 vials 0 —-- I_6 

Jno. Chapman, Jno Wright, Ben;). Moss 


In York County, Edmund Smith, guardian, paid In 1734, Robert 
Martindale at the rate of I pound I sh a year for schooling. 

Robert Ballard's orphans, Jane and Charlotte, paid, in 1737. for 
one year's schooling I pound each." fr 

Prances and Mary Calthorpe, orphans of Elimelech Calthorpe, paid 

































Rev. Theodosius Stalge, of Charles Farieh, 3 pounds for three year 
schooling (1736-1739) * The dancing-master received a warm welcome. Miss 
Elizabeth Reade, daughter of J 0 hn Reade, deceased went to school over 
ten years (1757-1767) (York Records) Schooling cost her I pound 5 shil 
a y»ar, board 6 pounds, Mr Covington, the dancing-master, was liberally 
paid. William Sheldon Sclater, orphan, was at school in 1764.(York record) 
Board cost him 10 pounds a year, schooling I pound. In 1769 he entered 
William and Mary College, paying for entrance fee I pound 10 shil. He 
remained at College until 1775. Starkey Robinson (son of John Robinson Jr 
deceased } whose guardian was Judith Robinson, began school In 1743. 
(York record) He paid at one time I pound ID) shil for half a year at the 
dancing school. He studied grammar and Lilly's Rules. In 1750 he entered 
college. Those private schools were often conducted by the minister of 
the parish.(York records)" 

"Tutors: No well-defined line can be drawn between the teachers 
af schools and private tutors, as the tuto^ generally had under his In¬ 
struction others besides the children in whose house he might reside, 
Robert Jones was a tutor about 1662 in the family of John Hansford, of 
York County, father of Major Thomas Hansford, of Bacon's Rebellion.(York 
Go. Records) " 

"Advertisements like the following appeared frequently in the 
V irginia Gazette : 

June 27, 1751. A sober person of good Morals, capable of teaching 
children to Read English well, and to write and Cypher, by ap¬ 
plying to the subscriber, at the Capitol Landing of this City, 
may depend on meeting with good encouragement as a schoolmaster. 

Matthew Moody." 


p.78 

"—Sir Francis Nicholson gave the trustees of Yorktown, in York-Hampton 
farish, his three half acre lots and houses thereon for a school. This 
school, however* appears to have been discontinued before 1724, when the 
Rev. Francis Feataine Fountains reported - that there was op public school 
in his parish (York-Hampton). but 'here and there small private schools 
to teach children to read and write'," 

"In 1706 Mrs Mary Whaley established, in honor of her littld son 

f atthew, a school in Bruton parish, York county, near Williamsburg, above 
ork-Hampton parish* which she called l Matty l s School * She gave to the 
school ten acres of land on the road leading to Queen Mary s port, and 
there were erected on this land a wooden dwelling house, a kitchen, a coach 
house, and a school house. In 1741-2 Mrs Whaley, dying in England, left 
to the school a legacy of fifty pounds and the residue of her estate 
after payment of legacies. This particular sum was not realized until a 
hundred years later. The executor declined to pay the money and In the 
course of time the fund was lost sight of til the year 1867» when the 
English Courts handed over the money * then amounting to $10 v 000 to the 
care of the College of William and Mary. The building occupying the site 
of the old palace, now used as a model and practice school of the college, 
was built built with the larger part of this fund. 



The school was probably taught continually from 1706 to a period 
succeeding the Revolution. Richard Allen was master before 1764. In 
1766 the churchwardens of Bruton ^arish advertized for a teacher and 
secured Mr. Jacob Bruce. Then William Rose succeeded Mr. Bruce in April 
1768. (Quarterly IV has full account of the school)' 1 

"In the York records, about 1720, mention is made of a school 
house beyond the Capitol Landing bridge in York County, and there is 
on an early map of Williamsburg in that part of the town lying In James 
City, a school known as Curtis' school." 





1791 "The grammer school of York County, Virginia was revived in 
1791 under its former professor, John Bracken, assisted by Humphrey 
Harwood. In 1795 it had fifty or sixty boys and three teachers." 
{ William and Mary College Quarterly V ol. 23, p, 278) 






VORKTOVTT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - PAST AND PRESENT 


Karen D. Wallace 
March 19, 1973 


Prom 1922 to 1928, Yorktown Elemtary School was a 
two room, white frame house. It wag located in what is now the 
parking lot of York County Courthouse. In 1928, Yorktown Elem- 
tary moved to a new building consisting of four classrooms and an 
auditorium. All four classrooms were off from the auditorium, 
where the entrance of the school was located. During this time, 
the first principal. Judge Conway Shields was employed, but he was 
also a full time teacher at Yorktown Elementary.Judge Conway 
Shields was principal for only a year before he left to study law. 

This new elementary school opened with eighty four 
students, no school buses, and no cafeteria. Parents were respon¬ 
sible for their children's transportation except Havel Weapon's 
children. Enlisted men's children were brought to school in a 
covered truck, while officers children were transported in a chaf¬ 
fered car. 

In 1929, Miss Harriet Cutler from Newport Hews, came 
to teach high school and act as principal of Yorktown Elementary. 

Two years later, when the Yorktown high school was discontinued, 
she left leaving the principalship to Miss Carolyn Sinclair. Miss 
Sinclair remained as Yorktown Elementary until her marriage in 1936. 
Then Mrs. Selma Lawson, a full time teacher became principal. In 
19J|8, she taught only half a day and in 19l]-9, Mrs. Lawson became 
the first supervising principal. 

Since there was no cafeteria In the school, parents 
went to the Naval Weapons' Station and fixed hot soup and sand¬ 
wiches for under privileged children. In the P.T.A. decided 

to excavate under the building and built a cafeteria room there. 

The space was small, but with donated materials, small, hot, 


lunches were served by volunteer parents, . 4. 

Due to the enlargement of children during tfhe war, the 


government built as addition to the school. It was originally 
intended as four classrooms, but It was decided that there were only 


enough children for three classrooms. This building was separate 
from the school and contained no bathrooms. Also during the war, 
the cafeteria was closed because of food rationing. 

After the war, the School Board bought the concrete 
addition from the government. The school in Dandy closed at this 
time and those children were bought to Yorktown by York County's 
first school bus. Later Seaford and Dare schools closed and these 
children were also bused to Yorktown. Because of this additional 
enrollment, the School Board added three classrooms on the front of 
the school. They also connected the federal building to the major 
structure with a corridor. The furnace room was added to the 
cafeteria. Later two temporary rooms were added and in 19£5, one 
of these was divided and made into a principal's office, secretary's 
office, teacher's lounge and a storage closet. 

By this time Yorktown Elementary had £00 children in 
twelve rooms. The first relief came when Grafton Bethel was com¬ 
pleted in 19£3. York High School was opened in 195£, taking the 
sixth and seventh graders from Yorktown Elementary School. For almost 
two years, double sessions were held at Yorktown Elementary. If a 
child walked to school, he was allowed to go home after a half day. 

The children that were transported by bus had to remain all day 
and play after their half day of learning was through. The last 
addition that came to the school was d^ibrary in I960. By this 
time other new elementary schools had opened, lessening the la^jd 
at Yorktown Elementary School. 

In 1966, Mr, David Corley came to Yorktown Elementary 
as principal. During this time, residential areas had increased so 
much that it was necessary to enlarge the old structure or relocate 
the building on a new site. The latter was chosen by the school 
board and the new Yorktown Elementary School, located on Bt. Eustis 
Boulevard, was completed in 1967. This building contained twenty-two 
classrooms, multi-purpose and music rooms. 


v 


In 1968, Hr. Corley took the principalship of Queens 
Lake Intermediate School and was replaced by Mr. E. L. Morris. An 
additional six classrooms were added in 1969. Yorktown Elementary 
now contained twenty-eight classrooms, storage rooms, a multi¬ 
purpose room, clinic, library, and administrative areas. 

Mr. Morris left Yorktown Elementary in 1971 to take 
a position in the central office. He was followed by Mr. Wilbert 
M. Wallace, who had previously held the position of Assistant 
Principal of the York High School and the former James Weldon 
Johnson School. Mr. Wallace is still at Yorktown Elementary as 
York County's only black principal, Yorktown Elementary has really 
grown from its two room school house of 19221 



Historic Old Yorktown School Building 





The old York school house as it looks today on Ballard 
Street, Built around 1890 as a one room school the second room 
was added between 19119-1915. It has had many and radons 
uses since the school was vacated around 1925, 
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Make Way For Parking 

Old School Will Be Razed 


Yorktown 

Section 

Mrs. Elmer S, Enslry* 
Bureau Manager 
Phone: Seaford £732 

School Budget 
Larger; Taxes 
Are Unchanged 

White York County schools 
have grown into a mill ion-dol¬ 
lar business for the com nig year 
it is of special interest to local 
taxpayers that no tax Increase is 
being asked in the county, 

Samuel C, Morgan, superinten¬ 
dent of schools, has noted that 
even in the face of the highest 
school budget in the county’s 
history, the county Itself will be 
spending less money per pupil 
than it did last year. This is 
due, Morgan said, to the funds 
to be derived from Federal and 
State sources. 

Budget Listed 

The total school school budget 
as drawn up by the county's 
school officials for the year 
1950-57 is $U 12,458.92. Of this 
amount, annual recurring oper¬ 
ating expenses are listed as 
£653,246,66, while the balance of 
$429,212.26 \% listed for school 
(Continued on page 10) 

Auto Tag Ordinance 
Will Be Enforced 
By County Police 

The board of supervisors of 
York County has directed county 
police officials in York to en¬ 
force provisions of the auto li¬ 
cense tag ordinance and issue 
warrants for all violations. 

York's ordinance provides that 


By Mrs, Catherine Ensley 

It is felt here that the useful¬ 
ness of the old school building 
on Ballard Street has come to 
an end, and it is expected that 
the structure will be razed soon 
to make way for more parking 
space in the courthouse area. 

While the old building will go 
with no real regrets for its tan¬ 
gible value, it will not go 
without some feeling of 
sentiment. It has had a var¬ 
ied history and Is one of 
the last two-room school houses 
in the area. And with the pass¬ 
ing of the one and two-room 
schools that many of us knew so 
well, goes another era of educa¬ 
tion in America. 

The original one-room school 
on this site was built during the 
1890's and continued as a one- 
room building until someth'" 


original room of the building. 
Shortly thereafter, the Health 
Department was opened in the 
“new’’ room. 

During World War II the York 
County Draft Board was also 
housed in the building. 

It is known that one, or pos- 
(Continued on Page 121 

Top Scholastic 
Honors Go To 
4 York Seniors 

Top scholastic honors in York 
High School’s 1956 graduating 
class have gone to Jane Cornick, 
Ralph Meredith, Kennedy E, 
Neill Jr. and Doris Riggins, Pri- 
mHnnriss H rruu- 
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Students And Teacher Of The Old Y orhtown School About 47 Years Ago 




The picture above, taken around 1909* shows the pupils and teacher of the old York town 
School, which is scheduled to fce torn down soon. A number of the students are still residents of 
the County. The group was seated on the stile steps that went over the fence which separated 
the sehccflyard from the courthouse green. Pictured above in the front row, from left to right, or* 
fin? first two steps are Gussie Owens Gordon, Norris DeNeufvBkj Samuel DeNeufville, Conway H. 
Siwlid, Jr., present Judge cf Circuit Court for the area; R, Nelson Smith, Julian S, Comiek and 
Irving Wainwright Middle row, starting with the small girl, Ktba Schmidt Magee, Mary Cook 
Hubbard, Mrs. Leila Shumate, teacher; Marcia UeNeufvtHe Dadds, Virginia Smith, Katherine 
Shcild Ballon tine and Frtflda Schmidt Flaherty, And back row, Alice Cook Satterfield, Sydney 
Smith, Arthur Koskl, Arthur Chandler, Miuson Cook and Henry Curnick. 

Phot*) Courtesy of R. Netivn Smith 
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Some of the students at 
Yorktown School in 
1920, are shown with 
their two teachers* in 
the school yard. From 
right to left, they are 
Pauline Richard so n, 
Emily Hogge. Mjss 
Dorothy Truitt, teacher; 
Mrs, Adde Carter 
Brown R alien tine, 
teacher; Mary Harris, 
Minnie Harris Hogge, 
Lettie Sheild, Margaret 
Co rule k, Elizabeth 
Wain wright, Rosser 
Dunn, Christopher 
Dunn, Oscar Uoggc- 
Remaining four boys 
"probably were sons of 
Naval Weapons Station 
employes, one former 
pupil thinks. 












I Former Students 
Recall Gasses 
In 1920 School 

By KATHARINE KINNIER ; 

Staff Reporter 
YORKTOWN - Queries 
about Yorktown School - ( 
1920 vintage - elicit a num¬ 
ber of reminiscences from 
former students and 
resident York town ers, 
Location of the two* 
classroom frame building 
was variously described as 
| being “in between the jail 
and Red Cross building 11 
and “about where the 
parking Jot of the cour¬ 
thouse*' is today, 

Mrs. Adde Carter Brown 
Balientine and Miss Dorothy 
Truitt composed the entire 
teaching staff for this early 
school. Miss Truitt super¬ 
vised instruction of pupils in *1 
grades one through six in 
one room of the school, 
while Mrs, Ballenlme was 
teacher for the higher 
grades of seven through ten 
in the school’s other room. 
Students attending the 
woodstove-heated school 
went to Williamsburg or 
elsewhere to complete the 
remaining year of secon¬ 
dary subjects. Mrs. W* L. 
Scott, present Yorktown 
resident and former student 
at the school, has one vivid 
remembrance of her school 
days. After completing 
studies at Yorktown School, 
sh went with her mother to 
Lhe Williamsburg school 
where she was to be 
enrolled, she said. Her 
mother advised school of¬ 
ficials that she had had no 
laboratory training accom¬ 
paniment to the science 
course she had taken at 
Yorktown School. Because 
of this, Mrs, Scott said, J T j 
received only half a credit 
for the course,** When some 
of her classmates mat* 
riculated at the same 
school, their mothers neglec¬ 
ted to inform school 
authorities of the lab lack* 
she advised, and those I 
students received a full 1 
credit for the identical cour¬ 
se. 


Mrs. Minnie Harris Hogge 
recalls that most of the 
students were from 
Yorktown proper, but some t 
were driven in from a 
distance of eight to ten 
miles. 

The building later w'as 
used for a school board of¬ 
fice, and yet later w f as torn 
down. It had been replaced * 
as a school - in 1928,' by the 
new four room Yorktown 
Elementary School on 
Ballard Street, which was 
opened under the princi- , 
palship of Judge Conway H. 
Sheild. His duties later were 
assumed for many years by 
Mrs. Selma F. Lawson. 
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York frown 
Section 

Mr*. Elmer N. Ensdry* 
Bur win Manager 
rh*me: Srafand Tt%t 
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School Budget 
e Barger; Taxes 

Are l nchanged 

v.'hfi \ ->rk wschool* 

' Mfi into to' raiiUM-dol- 

*r 1 £,>r th<* cuaminr ye« 

1 rjf si eeHiI InimmL U? 

■'axlayers that no to*/ ifkcteacte d*l 

h* hj tui ed m Hie count#! 

"urn i Morgan, yupninten- 

of -< noted tnyf 

t ven m the face of the hffbutt 
S'*? tr. the t !>unty% 
MKiury. hip eoutrt’ (tort? will be 
* og r*i. <t» ‘isey j*upi} 

la it did lust ' ar, Ho* 

said, to l*ift -fufttfs 
if* be tterjved from Federal at wi 
State sources* 
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Auto 7 ag Ordinance 
Will Be Enforced 
By County Police 

b ini 4 -rnorvtoor> of | 

it> ha< directed county | 
■■ ■> Is in York to in- i 
H ision* if the auto Ii~ 
ti. dimmer anJ ilattie 
1 ■ t*t ill viola Woos, 

1 * dinaret ppvoUvi that 


Moke Way Fofr Park ing 


Razed 


My Mrs. C* Uterine lu«ler 


nnfnel room of the building 
Shortly thereafter the Health 
1 Department wae. optmed hi tbe 
room. 

Duri ng World War II the York 
County Draft Ik*ajrel was also 
boused In the Budding. 

ft la known that one, or po^- 
fContinued on Page 12} * 
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Top Scholastic 
Honors Go To 
1 York Seniors 
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Ultimatum Demands 
Immediate Work On 
School At Yorktown 

Yorktown, Aug, 23 — A petition will the new school building be begun? 
lor the immediate construction of 7.^ Will it have lockers for the chit* 

i ConsoUdawd school for Negroes. are not favorably 

which was presented to the \ ork considered, wc shall be forced to take 
County School Board at its August other action* 

meeting, is considered to be in the Signed; $, F. Chisman, Pres. P,T,A. 


nature of an ultimatum. 

Attending Lhe sessions of the board, 
Thursday, a delegation of members 
from the Parent-Teacher Association 
of the York County Training School* 
to present the petition, which demands 


.Miss L. B. Norton, secretary 
Committee: Miss M. G. Lester 
Miss L, B, Norton 
Mrs. Rosetta Holmes 
Joseph Myers 
Hamilton Thom 

The petition which carried 494 sig- 


immedjate construction of the school natures wm presented by Wendell R. 
on a site purchased two years ago. Walker, Negro, member of the firm of 
The text of the petition, which was Walker and Walker, Newport News. 


not released fju publication until 
Friday* follows; 


In concluding its presentation Walk¬ 
er said Immediate action was oeces- 


July 30. 1952 

Members of the School Board of 
York County* Virginia 
Dear Members, 


Yorktown, Virginia sary and called attention to the years 


in which Negro citizens have been 
waiting for adequate school facilities, 
“Recent court decisions require 
equal school facilities for all chit- 


We, members of the Parent-Teacher dren.' 1 he said, and added that if such 
Association of the York County 1 rain- facilities were not provided by the 
mg School, and taxpayers of York county, Negro children must take ad- 
County, present the following petition vantage of facilities as arc avail able, 
for your consideration. Upon conclusion of bis remarks, a 

1, We, the undersigned, request def- motion was made by Charles S 
jnite information concerning the prop- Moore, Grafton district member and 
etry purchased in July* 1950, across clerk of the board, that the new con- 
thc highway in front" of the York! soUdated school for Negroes be built 
County Training School £dr* a new upon the land now owned by the 
consolidated school for Negroes, county and purchased for that pur- 

2, Since the site purchased, across pose. The motion which passed with 

the highway in front of the York only one dissenting vote, determines 
County Training School was approved the location of the school which is 
by the State Board of Education as expected to be built in the near future, 
a desirable site for Negro school we Size and facilities to be included can- 
ask the school board to build the not be determined, it was said, until 

school on the site for which it was after the referendum oa the school 

purchased, bond issue which wilt take place 

3, Wc understand that the Federal Sspl. 16, 

Government is not taking over more The county school board estimates 
land iq York County for the Park that the $1 capital outlay levy will 
Service, If the land purchased on finance (he $1,100,000 bond issue. In 
which to build a consolidated school financing the bond issue it wiH be 

for Negroes is not used for that pur- necessary to provide for die annual 

pose, will H be legs! for any other redemption of bonds and annua! pay- 
school building to be built on that moot of interest on the bonds for a 
spot? period of time not to exceed thirty 

4, a. We arc asking for more del!- years. It is, of course, impossible fo 

nite high school subjects as will pre- determine what the interest rate will | 
pare students for college entrance, be until bids are received for the 
such as chemistry, foreign languages, bonds. The interest rate will of course 
more English courses and a course m j have a definite bearing on the annual 
vocational guidance, cost of the bond issue* It therefore 

b, Many students after graduating appears that the continuance of the 
from our Training School have tej present local capita! outlay levy of 
take one year of high school before] SI.00 will suffice for the purpose of 
they can £p|er Freshman College financing the bond issue. 

work. This v «nakc$ parents pay for " --“-| 

one year of high school which the ^ 

students should have received free of /p J 

charge from the Y'ork County Train- j j O 

ing School, 

c. We ask that you give students 

more trades lit high school that will ^ 

prepare them for making a living, > , - 

5, When the new school is built £^—^ j 

we prefer the gymnasium end audi- ^ 

torium to be separate. An auditorium 

ihmdd be presentable at all times # 

and could not be so if it were used for ( J tfN 

a gymnasium every- day. 7 * 

6* Approximately about what time 


Ur>A. 


a o t 
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School Construction Plans 
To Be Aired At Mass Meet 


York town, Aug, 23.—Details of the 
proposed school construction program 
Tor the four participating magisterial 
districts of Bruton, Nelson ^Grafton 
and Bethel, will be released' at & mass 
meeting to be held Wednesday night 
in the Yorktown School auditorium. 
At that time pamphlets containing the 
proposed projects, their cost and 
method of financing will be distribut¬ 
ed for use by alt interested citizens in 
the county. 

The information in general, ap¬ 
proved at the meeting of the York 
County School Board at its August 
meeting follows: 

‘The York County School Board 
submits i he following proposals to 
the citizens of Bruton, Nelson, Graf¬ 
ton and Bethel Magisterial Districts 
as a means of providing adequate 
school facilities for children residing 
in those districts, 

"1. Construct and equip a consoli¬ 
dated Negro school for the use of the 
participating districts, 

“2. Secure a site* construct and 
equip a new school building for the 
uxc of the white high school and up¬ 
per elementary grade students resid¬ 
ing in the participating districts, such 
a site to he located within » two- 
mile radius of the intersection of U. S, 
Highway 17 and State Highway 173, 
at the Harris Grove entrance, 
a 3. Purchase site, construct and 
equip an elementary school for the 
Negro students of Bruton District, 
“4. Construct and equip an addition 
of four classrooms to the Magruder 
Elementary School for while stu¬ 
dents. 

The four projects are more fully 
described as; 

"A building to accommodate all 
Negro high school students in the 
county unci all the elementary stu¬ 
dents of Nelson. Grafton and Bethel 
Districts, and to permit discominu- 
auee of the obsolete ame buildings 
now in use in those areas. 

“The high school section o( the 
school h planned ns seven classrooms 
with a capacity of 210 pupils, one 
home economics room, one art room 
and one combination laboratory each 
to accommodate 25 pupils, gymnas¬ 
ium with 60 pupil capacity, library, 
clinic, cafeteria, and auditorium to 
accommodate 600 persons. Total 
school capacity is given as 345 pupils. 

*Tn the q v £icntary section, four 
primary rooms each to accommodate 
30 pupils, six elementary grade cla&v 
rooms, for 30 pupils each, making a 
capacity of 300 pupils. 

lr The new white high school and 
upper elementary grades to accommo¬ 
date all white high school pupils in 
the four districts and the sixth and 
seventh grade pupils of the three dis¬ 
trict, exclusive of Bruton, whose 
pupils will attend the new uchool now 
in coastructiom A student capacity of 
440 is listed, with ten classrooms 
for 30 pupils each, one home eco¬ 
nomics, one combination laboratory 
for 25 pupils each, and one art room 
to accommodate 30 pupils; a 60-pupil 
gymnasium, library, clinic, cafeteria 
and 6511-person auditorium. 


sary to carry out the school construc¬ 
tion program be financed through a 
bond issue cooperatively undertaken 
by the four districts in the amount of 
$1,100,000* The county School Board 
and the Board of Supervisors have 
adopted concurring resolutions re¬ 
questing the judge of the Circuit Court 
to authorize an election for the pur¬ 
pose of giving the qualified voters of 
the four districts an opportunity to 
express themselves on this question. 
The judge of the Circuit Court has 
entered the necessary order providing 
for the election to be held Sept, 16. 

*Tbe election will be held in the 
four districts and the majority vote 
of the aggregate in ail four district 
will determine whether the hond issue 
carries or fails to carry. The election 
will be for the issuance of bonds in 
the amount of $1,100*000 on the cre¬ 
dit of the four diet i for the foil owing 
two purposes: 

“Construct and equip a consolidat¬ 
ed Negro school for the use of Bru¬ 
ton, Nelson, Grafton and Bethel Dis¬ 
tricts; secure a rile, eomiruct and 
equip a new school building Tor rite 
use of the white high school and up¬ 
per elementary grade students resid¬ 
ing in Bruton. Nelson, Grafton nnd 
Bethel Districts. Such a site lo be 
located within a iwo-mile ruditls Or 
intersection of Highway 17 nnd High¬ 
way 173 at the Harris Grove en¬ 
trance* 

The York County School Board 
proposes to uhe Slate school construc¬ 
tion funds and funds from die on> 
dollar capital outlay levy to construe 
the Negro elementary school for Brij 
ton District and the addition lo th 
Magruder Elementary School in Bin 
ton District. Funds from the bom. 
issue will be used to supplement ihc 
Federal granl of $385,043 lor the* 
construction of the consolidated Negro * 


CAPACITY 21H PUPILS 

^Bruton Elementary School for 
Negroes* with a student capacity of 
210. to have seven classrooms, 30 
pupil capacity, library, clinic, multi¬ 
purpose room, cnfeieria, assembly, 
and playroom. This school k planned 
to accommodate all Negro elementary 
students now attending Bruton Heights 
School in Williamsburg for whom the 
county now pays tuition. The Wil¬ 
liamsburg school is badly overcrowd¬ 
ed, and it appears necessary that York 
County take immediate step! to pro¬ 
vide accommodations for l^frsc chu- 

' “Magruder Elementary .School, ca¬ 
pacity 150 pupils, which will open 
for the first lime September, 1952, 
includes in addition to classrooms a 
multipurpose room. An addition of 
four ck rooms has become necessary 
because of the recent increase in resi¬ 
dential houses in the area, 

Architect’s cost! for the four projects art 
a* fallows; 

cost \ 
per 
papa 
$1, 062 , 


Cftmulidated Negro High 
and HJerneninry school 

■ for M5 pupil* - 

2. White High school and 

6th and ?Th grades 
of 440 . . - 

3. Ururon Hlcmentery school 
far Negroes (3101 .... . JSP.OCKJ. 

4 Mn cruder Addition. 4 
dusreomi ■*'**-- ^.000- 

Total estimated 


$685,000. 


550,000, 


i,m 
K57. 
5t», I 

$1,042 


1,255. 


conation cost ...*1,473,000. 
Equipment A architect! 

i lee* ... 237* xfto 

l Purchase of two site*, 
c(miring vktes, 
c rutin pennies ... - — 

FINANCING PLANS 
*The York County School Board 
proposed that the four projects! be 
financed 84 follows: 

“Federal government funds lUJJwF 
public law 815; has reserved $285*- 
043,00 for York County to be applied 
ion the construction cost of the con¬ 
solidated Negro school. 

*The four districts will receive an 
estimate of $239,685 from the State 
, Construction School Fund. This esti- 
|maie had been determined on & bost> 
of State school construction funds that 
were earmarked for York County. 
1950-51 and 1951-52 and included the 
estimated funds the county should re- 
edve from the 1952*53 and 1953-54 
distribution of this fund. The £$0* 
.mated pro rata share the Towm of 
Poquoson win receive from. :hcs£ 
fund* h not included in the above 
»*timated amount. 

v’The St.00 local capital outlay ten 
foN 1952*53 will yield an estimated 
$4026 lo the four districts. The pro* 

, portion for th^ Town of Poqun^u m 
not included in the above estimate. 

"These figures indie ale that a total 
of 5664,454 will be available to be 
applied to the proposed construction 
program. This amount deducted from 
the total estimated cost ol the four 
projects leaves a balance of SI,100,000 
to be financed from lucid sources. 
The York County School Board pro¬ 
poses that the balance or funds recev 
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FROM 1916 TO PRESENT 

York Education 


By KAHARINE KINNIER 
Staff Reporter 

A half century or so ago, 
education of York County chil¬ 
dren was vastly more com¬ 
plicated than it is today. 

John P, Wornom, who ha& 
been a county resident since 
birth, can trace York's school 
development from 1916 when 
the first of his four brothers 
entered the high school sys¬ 
tem. Dr, Herman Wornom 
completed seven years of ele¬ 
mentary studies at one-room 
Dare School Hb first year of 1 
high school was at Magnifier 
School in Bruton District. The 
following year was spesit in 
Middlesex County, wore he 
was a student at Churehview 
High School. He completed his 
high school studies at Ban- 
dolph-Macon Academy, Bed¬ 
ford 

John Wornom was able to 
complete all except the last 
two years of high school at 
Dare, The he, too, finished his 
last two years at Randoiph- 
M&cmi Academy, Alec, now a 
Newport News resident; 
Merchant, who mikes his 
home in Richmond; and Dr. 
Paul Wornom of Hampton, all 
attended Morrison High 
School. By this time, parents 
or the county had the respon¬ 
sibility for paying tuition and 
furninshing transportation, 
Beginningin the early 
laiO's, a two-room school at 
Dandy began a succession of 
school closures in the county. 
A four-room school in Seaford 
shut down a few years later, 
and a like school in Dare fol¬ 
lowed during the 1941 session. 
At this juncture, all pupils in 
Grafton and Nelson Districts 
were attending the elementa¬ 
ry school at Yorkt 0 wn. White 
high school students went to 
Poquoson. 


Growth Traced 


Yorktown Elementary hart By 5950 , Mrs. Lawson was 
opened its doors in 1923 with working principal of the 
22 pupils in the third and school whose enrollment had 
fourth grades. When the dor- increased to 400. with elebt 
tn e r-windowed, four room teachers on I he faculty. The 

brick school was completed, school's nupii population 

leaped over Sflfl three years 
the contractor had given Mrs. later. Mrs. Lawson was ad- 

Selma Lawson, now a York- ministering her school duties 

1 own resident, a key to her from a round desk in the enr- 

third and Fourth grade class- tier of the auditorium. The 

rooms Grades one and two, latter room, which she called 
and five, six and seven were 1 * a glorified passageway”, 


taught by two other teachers. 
The late Judge Conway H. 
Sbeild held the combined post 
of eighth and ninth grade 
teacher and principal. 

Pupils either walked to 
school, or were brought by 
their parents. Naval Weapons 
Station students came by bus. 

When Mrs. Lawson began 
teaching, her salary and that 
of the other teachers was $60 
a month. And one year, when 
there weren’t enough funds to 
cover expenses for the full 
school year, the teachers 
taught for two weeks without 
pay. 

In the early '40's, the Naval 
Weapons Station added three 
rooms — one of which was di¬ 
vided into a much needed j 
fourth classroom. Since there 
was no teacher for the addi¬ 
tional class, a rotating system 
of teachers evolved. The Wea¬ 
pons Station had a nine-week 
training school attended by 
Navy personnel. Fortunately, 
said Mrs. Lawson, one of 
them was always married to 
a teacher, who came to the 
Yorktown school to teach dur- 


was all things to all people. 
The seventh grade was 
housed in a corner of the 
room. And whenever anything 
of interest was going on in the 
auditorium, "you just ex¬ 
pected that studies in all 
other classrooms in the build¬ 
ing would cease," according 
to Mrs. Lawson. After the 
children had checked the pro¬ 
ceedings, and made the cir¬ 
cuit of the drinking fountain 
and the rest room, they re¬ 
turned to their classes. Four 
classrooms opened into the 
auditorium, and a stairway 
led up from the basement Into 
the room also. Parents had 
gotten together and excavated 
an area helow the building to 
provide the basement cafe¬ 
teria. The Marine Barracks 
brought in hot soup which was 
served the children hy the 
Parent-TeaCher Association. 

Following the addition, the 
area below this also was ex- 
! cavated, and housed the fur¬ 
nace room and an enlarged 
cafeteria operated by the 
PTA, 


ing her stay. 

The new part of the school 
did not join the original struc¬ 
ture, and there was no run¬ 
ning water or toilet facilities. 
Heat was furnished by pot¬ 
bellied stoves, in which fires 
were built each morning by 
school staff and pupils. 


According to Wornom, there 
always was a "little provision 
made for a library” which 
housed "maybe a hundred to 
a hundred fifty books* ^ 
which were donated- The li- 
brary usually was a smalt 
section built out from the 
stairway on the seconf floor. 
This was an intrinsic part of 
almost all schools built, begin- 


ling around 1915. 

By 1955, there were twelve 
riassrooms and two trailers to 
house upwards of 5S0 stu¬ 
dents. (A library was added 
in 1960.1 Next to the last of 
the renovations to the building 
were made in 1955. One class¬ 
room was converted into a 
combination of Mrs. Lawson's 
office, the outer oFfice and the 
teacher's rest room. One of 
(he workmen — a former 
punll — ws* helping with the 
project. ”1 often thought Id 
like to tear this school down,’' 
he volunteered, “and now I 
have a chance to do it.” 

But when York High School 
was opened in 1954. one child 
wished, “we were back at our 


facilities began in 1949. ac- j 
cording to Wornom. when "a 
delegation started callin'! on 
(he school board. A mass 
meeting was held at York- 1 
town” to do something.” 1 
Wornom said. As a result, a 
SI,100,0(10 referendum was 
held to defray costs for two 
schools - a central white 
high school, and a Negro ele¬ 
mentary and high school com¬ 
bination. When this was de¬ 
feated, York County residents 
asked the hoard of super¬ 
visors to levy a SI.50 Lax nn 
residents for school constiuc- 
tion purposes. Instead, resi¬ 
dents were assessed St, and 
proceeds were e armaikd for 



school construction cmiy, This 
money, added to a mm made 
available by the Battle Fund, 
made possible the building of 
Magruder Elementary School 
In Bruton District, which 
opened in 19S2 with 114 pupils 
m four classrooms. 

This school replaced a two- 
story, four-room wooden 
Magruder School t also in 
Bruton District near Williams¬ 
burg, which was located In an 
area taken over by Camp 
Peary in 1951, 

Carey's Chapel School tn 
Poquoson District was a two- 
r o o m Negro elementary 
school which Negroes had put 
up themselves r Negroes also 
attended a two-room ele¬ 
mentary in Tabb, and another 
in Grafton. 

Poquoson, which formerly 
had been a part of the York 
County school system, be* 
came a complete and sepa¬ 
rate district in 1902. Enroll¬ 
ment in grades one through 
twelve in the Poquoson sys¬ 
tem today is 1,511. according 
to Oral E, Ware, Poquoson 
school superintendent. Pupils 
attend Poquoson Elementary 
and Poquoson High School 

York and Warwick County 
schools had been operating as 
a school division with one su¬ 
perintendent, but adminis- 
t e r e d by separate school 
boards. In 1955, the two coun¬ 
ties were divided into sepa¬ 
rate systems. 

In 1952, a $1,100,000 referen¬ 
dum again was bold, and car¬ 
ried by a vote of 93 per cent 
for. This was "the beginning 
of growth as evidenced 
today, 11 Mr, Wornom de¬ 
clared. 

George H. Pope is the 
present superintendent of 
York County Schools which 
had a combined enrollenf of 
M24 as Of December 1972. 
This i B kindergarten through 
grade 12, Inclusive. 

York also boasts a new $4- 
million school — Tabh ntffh — 
which opened for the H' ses¬ 
sion, 1972. Termed an educa¬ 
tional showcase for the state, I 
the school has instituted a 
restructured instructional pro¬ 
gram on the secondary level 


Tn addition to York Hi eh, 
other schools presently 
serving York Couhty. are: 
Pi icon's Lake Intermediate, 

Waller MW Elementary, 
Maeruder Elementary , Msgr- 
uder Annex, Ynrktown Inter¬ 
mediate, York Hi*h School, 
Yorktowu Intermediate. York- 
town Elementary, Sea ford 
Elementary, Dare Elementa¬ 
ry, Orafion-BefteS Elementa¬ 
ry, Tabb Hi eh School and 
Bethel Maror Elementary. 

Yorkshire Academy is the 
lone private school in the 
area. 

Wornom’s association with 
the school system, nearly nar- 
allels York County’s school 
growth — from 1950, when he 

first became a member of the 
school board, until his retire¬ 
ment in 1963, He served as 
chairman from 1954 until he 
ertired 12 years and 3 months 
later .He served on the board 
of supervisors, beginning In 
1964, and became chairman of 
this body in 1966-69, He re¬ 
tired from the supervisory 
group in 1971. 

In November of 1905, Worn- 
om was selected as "the out¬ 
standing school board mem¬ 
ber in 4he state of Virginia/’ 
by the Virginia Education As¬ 
sociation. The decision to 
name Wornom redpe.nl of the 
honor, was made at the Asso- 
cation’s annual meeting. 
Wornom said he accepted the 
award on behalf of ail who 
had worked for the better¬ 
ment of York County school*, 
He was then serving as chair¬ 
man of the York County 
School Board, 

Wornom gave the following 
summation of York County 
Schools, as of September, 
1950. 

"In Bruton District, which 
is the upper portion of York 
County, there was a four- 
room. two-story frame school 
for elementary grades one 
through seven, for the white 
children of Btiiton District. 

"The white high school 
pupils and Negro elementary 
and 'high school pupils were 
going to schools in the city of 
Williamsburg. York County 
paid tuition to the city of 
Williamsburg for these pupils, 
and provided bus trans¬ 


portation for all pupils In the 
district. 

"In Nelsep and Grafton Dis¬ 
tricts, there was an alimenta¬ 
ry school in Yorktqwn. This 
school was built by a bond 
issue financed by the property 
owners of Nelson District and 

- was complete for use for the 

' school year beginning Septem¬ 
ber 1928. It consisted of an au¬ 
ditorium and four classrooms 
— two classrooms on each 
side of the auditorium, 

"A four-room cinder block 
building not connected to the 
main building was built by 
the federal government some¬ 
time in the early *40*s. How¬ 
ever, no partition was con- 

- strutted between space for 
two classrooms, leaving this 
area one large classroom. 
There was no central heating, 
toilets or drinking fountains. 

"In 1949, construction was 
started on a three-room addi¬ 
tion across the front which 
also provided an enclosed cor¬ 
ridor to connect the cinder 
block building with the main 
building. This construction 
was completed an b use for 
the school year starting Sep- 
l tember 1950. As of the fall of 
1S50, this school was the only 
1 school for white elementary 
pupils in Nelson and Grafton 
Districts. All white high 
school pupils were bussed to 
Poquson High School in the 
lower end of the county. Bus¬ 
sing also was provided for all 
elementary pupils attending 
Yurktmvn Elementary School. 

"Also in Nelson District, 
just outside of Y&rktown, was 
the York County Training 
School — a frame strucutre 
with no indoor toilets or run¬ 
ning water and no central 
heating. Each room was 
heated by pot-bellied coal 
stoves. To this school all 
Negro elementary and high 
school pupils were bussed 
from Poquoson (and what is 
now Bethel District Grafton 
District and Nelson District*) 


"Poquoson District (what is 
now Poquoson and Bethel Dis¬ 
tricts) had a wodden frame 
building for elementary pupils 
which was constructed about 
1910 and had been added to. A 
two story brick building con¬ 
structed approximately 1932 
I was for high school pupils* 

"The construction cost of j 
these two buildings was fi¬ 
nanced by the taxpayers of 
Poquoson District. By 1950, at 
least one addition bad been 
made to the high school build- 

"All whilte elementary chil¬ 
dren of Poquoson District 
went to this school, and all 
white high school pupils of 
Poquoson, Grafton and Nelson 
Districts went to the high 1 
school. 

"Negro elementary and 
high school pupils in Poquo¬ 
son District were bussed to 
the York County Training ,J 
School just outside of York- 
town, 

"Schools which have now 

__ I i 

been abandoned, but were in 
use in 1950 were four room, 
two story frame building in 
Bruton District for white ele¬ 
mentary grades only; an elev¬ 
en room elementary school at 
Yorktown for white pupils 
only in Nelson and Grafton 
Districts, This was of brick 
I cinder block construction. 

1 * Y o r k County Training 
School, just outside of Grafton 
was of wooden frame struc¬ 
ture with no central heating 
or Indoor toilets. This was for 
Negro high school pupils and 
elementary pupils in Nelson, 
Grafton and Poquoson dis¬ 
tricts, 

"Poquoson High School and 
| Elementary School were for 
white elementary pupils of 
Poquoson District sod white 
high school pupils of Poquo¬ 
son, Grafton and Nelson Dis¬ 
tricts.” 


F 
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Negro Education Progress 
Said Tribute To ‘Tenacity’ 


By ROBERT A. GRAVES 

Daily Prtti Ypricic.fi Bureau 

YOHKTOWN — Progress of 
Negro education in York Coun¬ 
ty, slow as it has been through 
the years, is a tribute to t h e 
tenacity of Lfoose who never fa li¬ 
ed in seeking to provide t h e 
best for the many educational¬ 
ly deprived citizens of the com¬ 
munity- 

From the time when little as¬ 
sistance was available from the 
county to the historic 1954 Su¬ 
preme Court decision, a great 
pctittofi of Negro education was 
developed through the efforts of 
members of the minority group. 

In the Rising Sun community 
of Lackey, an old dilapidated 
abandoned store building was 
being used in 1912 as a school- 
house for nearly 100 children. 

The struggle for education, 
little by little, accomplished a 
system' whereby Negroes could, 
receive some instruction which 
would help them in employment 
but a tremendous setback oc¬ 
curred in 1909 when the state 1 
constitution was rewritten. 

‘Reduced to Shambles* 

u Negroes were disfranchised 
and Negro educational facilities, 
reduced to shambles,"* com¬ 
ments Charles E. Brown of 
Yorktown, president of the state? 
convention of the National As¬ 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People. 

Brown has been a strong 
leader for improved Negro 
education in York County. 

Accomplishments in this field 
in the county from 1914 to 1933 
might be termed a period of un¬ 
precedented progress under the 
leadership of Brown, who came 
to York in 1914 and began 
teaching in the one-room aban¬ 
doned storehouse, which was 
all the Negroes had as a school. 
He left the principalship of the 
York County Training School in 
1933 to accept employment as 
an educational adviser in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 


On the advances made dur¬ 
ing the 1914 - 1933 period, Brown 
says: 

"The intangibles cannot be 
measured, but can be seen in 
the improved, uplifted spirits of. 
the patrons, the lives of the 
young people who have gone out 
as graduates and attended in- , 
stiiutions of higher learning.!] 
and either returned to York 
County or gone to other areas 
to render services: also those J 
who did not go off to college, 
but have settled in York Coun¬ 
ty, established homes, reared 
families, and are registered 
voters and substantial c 11 i -• 
sera.” 

Fear Funds 

According to a history of Ne¬ 
gro education in York County, 
written by Brown, there were 
four bright rays of hope and 
help to “shed sunshine 1 * during 
the early “dark days" 1 of Negro 
education in the South These 
were four funds made available 
by Anna T. Jeanes. John D. 
Rockefeller Sr., John J. Slater 
and Julius Rosenwald. The sto¬ 
ry of progress is education in 
York is similar to those of the 
thousands of counties through¬ 
out Virginia and the South, 
Brown said, 

Mrs. Mary Sue Washington, a 
local teacher living in Lackey, 
was selected as a Jeanes super¬ 
ior in York and through her 
efforts a school improvement 
league was organized. At t h e 
league's request, the school 
board of the local magisterial 
district reluctantly purchased 
two acres of land and the men 
of the community cut the tim¬ 
ber standing on the property, 
had it sawed into lumber and 
patrons cleared enough of t h e 
land to provide a site for the 
school The lumber was hauled 
back to the site and efforts 
were started to raise money for 
additional lumber. 

Brown came to York in the 
fall of 1914 and began to teach 
in the old abandoned store 
buildi ng then in use. He p e r - 


suaded the school board to hire 
two more teachers to help in 
the instruction of the more than 
175 children from the commu¬ 
nity, When school opened in the 
fail of 1915, volunteers of t h e 
Negro community had com¬ 
pleted construction of a two - 
story, four-room school house 
The old storehouse was moved 
to the new school as an indus¬ 
trial science facility. An aban¬ 
doned fraternity hall was pur¬ 
chased and equipped as a work¬ 
shop, 

Mine Ilepol 

The advancement was set 
back when the federal govern¬ 
ment in 1918 acquired 1.260 
acres of land for the establish¬ 
ment of the Naval Mine Depot. 
The land included the newly- 
built school, the Rising Sun 
Church and the homes of 90 
per cent of the patrons. It took 
tiro years to relocate the school 
and the community. 

With £6,000 from the federal 
government in payment for the 
school it had taken, $L600 from 
the Rosenwald Fund, and with 
lumber hauled with oyster 
boats and farm wagons, pa¬ 
trons began to construct the new 
school building, while the school 
board simply stood by and 
watched." Brown's h i s t o r y' 
notes. 

The history said it was 
through Brown's efforts a court! 
order was secured to prevent 
some white persons from hav¬ 
ing the $6,000 from the federal 
government used for construc¬ 
tion of a white school. 

The new Negro school build¬ 
ing became the York County 
Training School and the corner-, 
stone for the facility was laid 
in 1921, with dedication in 1922. 
Hampton Institute came to the 
aid of the school by donating 
seats for the auditorium 'and 
desks for four class rooms. To¬ 
tal contribution from the school 
board was the construction of 
flues at a cost of $200, More 
than $9,000 and volunteer labor 
had been contributed by pa¬ 
trons of the school. 



Three Carpenters 


"As one looks back over 53 


“The Negro had to develop a “In fact, _ Brown “K*, *we| - as one toons t> 
nunvoice of his own, 'crying in the 1 were figuratively making o' lc * years of education in York 
T , r, wilderness' of American preju- without straw. Wherever w® County, it is most interesting to 

The three carpenters. Brown;™L . f y ears of heard or felt we could get aid: ■ . 

said, who constructed (toe budd-. «««■ ™ n *, 1() vears „ f re . we unhesitatingly sought it. 
mg were otten unpaid but car- From ']900 to 1960 R. L, Rice Became principal 

ried the building through to ™ d * k years , n Negr0 edu-iof the training school in 1933 
completion. They were L. L th - teKan f^ral court when Brown became educalion- 

Pointer. H E Redcross and and other al adviser in the Civilian Con- 

Southern states for equal teach- servation Corps, 

Lit a _ 1 1 _ . Jf T'U n nAnil/kl Ti T 


I i * **, 

fames Kelly* 


w | IV 1*1 LUWV U+l VI WVVM 0 I vv 

observe that in 19 14 there were 
16 Ne^ro teachers in York 
County, and their salaries 
ranged from $25 to $45 per, 
month for a seven - month 
school term," Brown said- 

SlrtSKl. destroyed b,' “> ■S**’!* 


*T~,- Southern states tor equai leaen- f received the $45 which wag 

Rural county areas Wre no ^, saianeti . equa length of r Th * **» highest salary ever paid a 

ready to speak of or support ^ drool tenns . equal school fa- fire in 1953 and the James Wei N t0 tha[ date Mother! 
county high schools for Negroes pUties. In the struggle, many 1 School was built to teachers received $25 and $30/ 

since in many of mem tterej^r e g ro sc bool teachers lost r€p j ac€ ^ The school became Today the minimnm salary paid 
were m high schools for wbite |^ r jobs, martyrs to the cause,f accredited even though t h e to one teacher per year is great- 

courses offered there were not er man the combined salaries 
comparable to the courses of’ of all of the 16 Negro teachers 
fered at York High, Brow min York County in 1914. ,r 


children, Brown says. This is 
one reason why the Negro fa- 1 
eilities were called training 
schools, he said, because this 
was less offensive to senitive-' 
ness of school officials. 


J'-TT,', 1*. *V - -- --- ■ 

Many Negro leaders suffered 
NAACP Leads Fight 


said. *'There were forces a n d 
factors at work to lift the 
standard of education among! 
Negroes. Such private factors: 
as the Anna T. Jeanes Fund,, 
the Rosenwald Fund, the John, 
F Slater Fund, toe Generali 
Education Board and others. At} 
about this same time there 


“The National Association for sa i f ] 
the Advancement of Col ored , lltc&( . aUon m York 

, * _ , I People was born in 1909, and it 

It was kind of a ‘bootleg , t ^ e agencv which ^ the In relating how integration 

high school/ ” he said, -never- ^ thrmighout the South/’ has occurred in York schools, 

toeless a very potent product// B ^ wn sUtecl - lfl | a te ’50s Brown told of how in 1964, 10 
-The development of the York' * ear ] v th€ shifted years after the U S. Supreme; 

County Training School was not : fR>m for e<jlia | facilities to: Court ruled segregation in edu- 
something which sprang from a me f or integration in existing;cation was uncoastitutional, a 
clear blue sky unassisted/ 5 he schooIs ThU fight is now still:Negro father enrolled his 

m progress and meeting w i t h; daughters in a formerly white 
reasonable (if slow) success . 17 1 school The father and naugh 
With no support from t h e ter were not easily identified as 

school board, patrons of the Negroes, but Lhe superintendent 

training school moved an old, of schools knew the parents and 

one-story school building to the orda'ed the little girl be em 

new school and rebuilt it to rolled in the Johnson School, 

„—--—. —serve as a voc-ag" shop, Brown said. In the following 

about this same imt there B r0W n J s hisiorv records court action. Judge Hoffman in 

were federal acta such as toe T]le ^oo! i X)ar( j ruled it lederal court in Norfolk order- 
Smith - Level Act of I9H, mi CQU j fl not gj ve the training ed the child returned to lhe 
of which came home demon- BC ^ Q0 \ a nine - month school school in which she was first 
stration workers, county agents, ear ^ui toe school accom-' enrolled and told the superin- 
4-H clubs, and the Smith-Hughes P !khed this bv charging a tui- tendeni: “1 want this child back 
Act of 1917 out of which came | ion ^ and "paving teachers in the school of her original en- 
vocational agriculture and home , salaries for the extra rollment, even if you must hire 
economics instructors. month's instruction, Brown in- a cab to get her there tumor- 

Training Schools dicates. 


a \au gvt iivi *-■«*-* v . 

row morning/' Brown recount- 


JH The county training schools 
hecame outlets for the expan¬ 
sion of all these activities and 
at the same time the principals 


From a grant of $5,000 from ad, 
the State Board of Education '<Thus tnlegration was begun 
and tuition funds from students* in York County// Brown writes. 1 * 

- -—*-*—■-**** « ''Through a policy of ‘freedom 

of choice’ the Negro children 
gradually entered formerly all- 
white schools. For the 1966-67 


QIIU iMlHWM iwriws.* " ' ~" r ---^ 

patrons in 1926 constructed a 
dl MIC TiCtJiLV Lillie UJC four-r<K>m home economics coi- 

and teachers were JmtleggingV tage, without help from the 

as much high school instruction school board # i wyibc nuiuuiOi t; vi » w jj ,w ■' 

as the 'traffic could reasonably} The old* rebuilt, one-r o o m school term, 646 Negro children 
stand/ Whoever and whenever 1 schoolhouse converted for use (46 per cent of the Negro school 
the local mood was ripe for high as the vo-ag shop became in- population in York County) en* 
school* the county training adequate and again the school! rolled in formerly ail - wmte 
school was already there and board declined to give aid for!schools, and for the IWtSB 

j construct ion of a modern shop, i ci-hnntc Af \nrki 

ready lo Btep m Md become mmnx ^ history says. However 
lhe county high ^choo a promise of aid through the 

The only college in Virginia staI ^ office was secured and a 

providing higher education to nmf ] ern s hop was constnicied 


f^iiVviCi ami iui »■ i ’v j 

school tern the schools of York I 
County were completely deseg-' 
regated. 

Schools Change 


^ nviuuif. 

Negroes was in Petersburg and 
this was changed to a normal 
industrial school When a new 


Two-Tcachor School 
We might note here 


that 


“The James Weldon Johnson 1 
School became the Yorktown 
Intermediate School and the 
Frederick Douglass School be¬ 
came the Magruder Annex 
School, with faculty and pupils! 
entirely integrated. 


industrial 9 U 1 MUI. iiiJr^iu ijuic mioi 

constitution was written in 1W- wito all of the progress being 
12 the college was practically made bv the Negroes, the white 
abolished — Negroes were dis^ pt«ple In Yorktown had only a . 
franchised and Negro educa- two-teacher frame school house P 

tional facilities reduced to built on the town lot adjacent, f, Salaries paid Negro teachers 

shambles.'* to the county jail/* Brown said, |ju York County, as was true 

“We are living today under ‘The hesitance of the school throughout Virginia, were al 
Ehe influence of that same con- board to give financial aid to ways less than salaries paid 
sutution ' Brown stated, “and'the Negroes might be under- w hlte teachers holding the same 
i! has been largely through the standabie, for they already had certification, By action brought 
efforts of toe Negroes them- better facilities than the white; in the federal court in Norfolk, 
selves, the private philanthropic pupils. However, we would have this was declared unconstitu- 
agencies the courage of a few you keep in mind that practb tional and gradually teachers 
fato - minded Southern while rally all of the improvements} began being" paid on the basts 
men and women, plus a tium- noted were made largely by toe of certification and experience 
her of federal court suits, that efforts and labor and sacrifices rather than on racial basis. 
Negro higher education h a n the Negroes themselves, I 
emerged* 


James Weldon Johnson School....Yorktown, Virginia 
Financial Status.. Term 1956 - 57 


ACCOUNT 


Library, 

Library. 


t 


General. 


Music, 
Music. 
Musici 
Music, 


Athletics. 

Athletics. 

Athletics. 

Athletics. 

Athletics. 

Cafeteria. 

Cafeteria. 

Cafeteria. 

Cafeteria. 

Cafeteria. 

Cafeteria. 


General, 


Piano., 
Office, 


SPONSOR 

Books.Mrs. 0. B. Edwaras 



AMOUNT DUE 

Edwards... 

$ 41.40 ., 

Edwards. 

[V,00 and #o‘ 2,40 
id by 2 equals 

l 

172.27 

McNorton 

118.27 

Mr. Sims. 

100.74 

Mr. Sims. 

37.71 

Mr. Sims. 

132.67 


Light Bilbs.. .$>30.00 per case..Mr. Sims 
iii>20.00 to Co. and .*10.00 to school.. 391*12 

Cascade.. .Locks. Mr. Wallace.... 123.64 

Arena Sports.. .Equipment..Mr. i*aliace 50.00 

Dixie Sporting Goods...Equipment.... 307,65 
Mr. Wallace 

Bill Heck...Equip. . air, Wallace.... 100.00 

; 

Anderson Bros. ..Equip. Mr. Wallace 444 .90..,1026.59 

Kolbe...Equipment...Committee. 150.00 

Stern..-Dishes.Committee. 100.00 

Saunders Provision..Committee. 1200,00 

Colony Farms...Milk..Committee.... 900.00 

if 

Southern Dairies... Ice Cream. Paid in full 

Holt... .Groceries .. Paid in full 

Storeroom has commodities valued at -gdOO.OO 

Art Fees....School board...Mr. Hake will contact office 
for fee. These accounts should be in the balance left 
in the bank. 


Amount unknown at present time. 
Cascade paper and pencil. 


28.00 












































bill has amount due #241 . SZf, "deduct 


#90,00.Mimeograph machine 

I 23.04 ...locks for athetics 


1 Balance will be #28.00. Paper in storeroom equivalent 

to #100.00 plus. 

lotal....... # 4 ,Obo.73 

Finance Committee included,..Mrs. 0. Edwards. Mrs. J. kpps, 

Mrs. £. Patrick, Mrs. II Howard, and Mrs. M. 4. 'White, 

I certify that the above is a true statement of the financial 

standing of the James s&/' ion •>, arson School 



Signature 


V 
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‘Unwritten Pages’ Recalled 

7 

In York County 
Black History 



n 


By rofiERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN — As York County schools 
observed Black r 5 story Week with various ac¬ 
tivities to emphasize the contributions of 
members of the minority race to this nation, 
Charles E* Brown of Yorktown recalled ‘un¬ 
written pages in Black History” in York, 

“Those were the dark days when education 
of black children was given very little or no 
attention,” he said. 

Speaking of the period 1914 until now, 
Brown sees a brighter picture for black stu¬ 
dents since all schools here are completely 
integrated, 

“Now York County ranks pretty high in 
school facilities and its educational program,” 
he comments. 

“The County School Board has one black 
member, one black school principal, one black 
federal specialist for York Schools. Black Stu- 




_ 




dents comprise about one-fifth of the entire 
school enrollment, 

”There are three black assistant princi¬ 
pals, two black guidance counselors and one 
black visiting teacher,” 

Broun, now retired for a number of years, 
came to York to teach in the public school 
system in 1914. 

“I taught in the Lackey community in Nel¬ 
son District and when v arrived 1 found that 
there had never been a schoolhcuse in Lack¬ 
ey ” he said, “The church, a lodge hall and 
an old abandoned country storehouse had 
served as places where school was held* I 
taught in the old storehouses,” 

“We organized a school improvement 
league and set to work to buiid a school house 
and when we opened school in 1915 we had a 
two-story, four-room schoolhouse built very 
largely by the patrons, v/bo contributed some 
money and free labor,” 

Brown said they remodeled the old store¬ 


house and used it as a shop, where some arts 
and crafts were taught. He remarked that this 
marked such an advancement that the late 
Dr. Booker T* Washington and a distinguished 
group of visitors from Hampton Institute 
came to view the progress* 

“In 1918, when the Naval Weapons Station 
was established, our school, our church and 
nearly all of the school patrons had to relo¬ 
cate,” he recounted, t 

“The patrons purchased three and one-half 
acres of land near Yorktown and with the $600 
paid us by the government for our school at 
Lackey and $1,600 contributed by the Rosen- 
wald Fund, we built a school with six class¬ 
rooms, auditorium, library and office, which 
was called the YCounty Training School*” 

Brown said several schools of this type 
were built in Virginia and throughout the 
South and were often referred to as Rosen- 
wald Schools, since Rosenwald, who was 
president of Sears, Roebuck Co., gave $1,600 
whenever such a building was erected. The 
Aberdeen School in Hampton was the 5000th 
such school. 

The school board gave $200 towards con¬ 
struction of the schojl at Lackey and that was 
given to build the four flues needed for the 
stoves, he said, 

“The Penniman Powder Plant was being 
demolished at that time and most of the lum~ 






ber used in this building was salvaged from 
the Penniman plant,” he explained. 

“Patrons contributed their time in salvag¬ 
ing the lumber, used their oyster boats to 
bring it to Yorktown and used their horses 
and wagons to bring it to the school site* 

“Three black carpenters, H race Redcross, 
James Kelly and Leonidas Pointer, prac¬ 
tically contributed all of their labor to con¬ 
struct the building.” 

“Hampton Institute came to our rescue 
and gave us some used deskr and benches,” 
he said. 












“Black children in York Covuty had no 
provision to secure any high school training, 
so two years of high school, or training be¬ 
yond the seventh grade, was provided. The 
school term was seven months, so all pupils 
beyond the seventh grade were charged $25 a 
year so that we could have an eight-month 
school term. The teachers contributed a pait 
of their regular salaries 

“My salary as principal was $45 per month 
and I was the highest paid black teacher in 
York County. The patrons constructed a build¬ 
ing which was used as a vocational agricul¬ 
ture shop and later constructed a home eco¬ 
nomics cottage, and with aid provided under 
the Smith-Lever act of Congress secured in¬ 
structors for these courses,” 

The retired educator notes that in 1951 the 
York Training School was destroyed by fire, 
leading to the construction of the James Wel¬ 
don Johnson School, now the York Inter¬ 
mediate School. 

He says the attitude regarding education 
for black children had changed remarkably 
by 1951, so the construction of the new school 
did not fall heavily upon the black citizens. 

The salaries paid black teachers, however, 
were in many instances per cent less than 
salaries paid white teachers with similar cer¬ 
tification. 

“Before coming to York County, I taught 
in Charlotte County/" he said. “My salary 
was $20 per month and my young white for¬ 
mer playmate taught in a school about one 
and one-half miles from my school and he 
received $70 per month My assistant teacher 
received $15 per month, so this young white 
teacher received twice as much as my assis¬ 
tant and I combined. 1 had a Normal profes¬ 
sional certificate and he held a local permit 
granted by the local school board,’ 1 

Brown said that Warwick County, now a 
part of Newport News, sent their black chil¬ 
dren to the York County Training School to 
get two years of high school courses offered 
there because they did not have any provision 
in Warwick for this training. 


One school bus brought children from 
Grafton District and all other children walked 
or were transported by their parents. 

“1 walked three and one-half miles to 
school right along with the children from 
Lackey, since I could not afford a car on my 
$45 per month salary/" he reminisced. 

Atfer 14 years my salary had i cached $125, 
then the depression carm and my salary was 
reduced to $75. In 1934 I became educational 
adviser in the CCC Camp, The salaries of the 
vocational agriculture teacher and home eco¬ 
nomics teacher were paid in part by the state 
and federal governments. 

“Because the home economics teacher's 
salary was raised to $100 in order to get fed¬ 
eral and state aid, she ' /as required by the 
school board to refund to the county $25 each 
month. 

“This was a bit ’risky/ and after some 
protest, was discontinued. 

“The school superintendent explained to 
me that paying a black woman $100 per 
month had a bad psychological effect on other 
black teachers who were receiving just half 
that much,” 

Brown said that by 1951 there were two 
schools for black children m York. When the 
system was integrated these schools began to 
be used for programs Lr both races. 


Retiring Educator Sees 
York As Progressive 






















Fairfax Man Named 


ToHeadYorkSchools 


YORKTOWN — York County 
School Board Wednesday an¬ 
nounced the appointment of 
George H, Pope of Fairfax as 
division superintendent of 
schools. 

In the position, Pope will ad¬ 
minister both the York County 
and Poquoson school systems. 

The appointment will be ef¬ 
fective Nov, 1, 

The school board stated Pope 
was selected on the basis of his 
broad experience in every facet 
of school organisation, curricu¬ 
lum, supervision and manage¬ 
ment. 

Pope is presently associate 
superintendent of the Fairfax 
County school system and sec¬ 
ond ranking administrative of¬ 
ficer. 

The new superintendent was 
appointed to fill the nosition left 
vacant by the resignation of 
Samuel C, Morgan. 

Herbert Depne has been serv¬ 
ing in the position of acting su¬ 
perintendent of schools, a 30- 
day appointment which termi¬ 
nates Nov. L At that time be 
will resume his duties as assis¬ 
tant superintendent. 

A native of Franklin, W. Va., 
Pone attended elementary and 
hi eh schools there, graduating 
in 1033. 

The following four years were 



spent in study at Shepherd State 
Teachers College, Shepherds- 
town, W, Va. He graduated in 
1937 with an AB degree. 

Pope began his teaching ca¬ 
reer at Berryville High School, 
where in addition to teaching he 
served as coach of all inter¬ 
scholastic athletics. 

He accepted an officer's com¬ 
mission with the Navy in the 
fall of 1942 and after training at 
Cornell University Naval Train¬ 
ing School went to sea and serv¬ 
ed until the end of World War 
II as an officer in the antiair¬ 
craft battery of the battleship 
USS South Dakota. 

During the war, he was award¬ 
ed 11 battle stars for participa¬ 
tion in major naval actions 
against the enemy. 

Pope again taught at Berry- 
ville High from 1945 to 1947 and 
worked in graduate study at the 
University of Virginia for an 
MA degree. In 1947, he began 
work in Fairfax County as assis¬ 
tant principal of Fairfax High 
School, one of the county’s four 
high schools at that time. 


He served as high school prin- 

■ eipal in Louisa County from 1949 
to 1951 and returned to Fairfax 
as a high school supervisor, a 

; position he held for a year be¬ 
fore moving into the superin¬ 
tendent’s office. 

Since 1952, he has been ad¬ 
ministrative assistant to the su- 
i perintendent and assistant su- 
s perintendent for administration. 

\ 1 'During my service in the em- 

* ploy of Fairfax County School 
; Board ” Pope says, “I have 
t witnessed the rapid expansion 
of the county school system and 
1 have worked on the team of staff 
\ and board members and lay 
i people to accommodate our 
: school program not only to the 
r growth pattern, but to the needs 
f of the rapidly developing space 
-age. 

“As assistant superintendent 
f for administration, which in re¬ 
gality is a type of executive as- 

■ sistantship, my work has cut 
across the broad area of school 
administration, requiring know¬ 
ledge and competence in every 
facet of school organization, su¬ 
pervision and management.” 

Mr. and Mrs, Pope have three 
children and are members of 
the Fairfax Baptist Church. 
Pope is a member of the board 
of deacons and is a former Snn- 
dav school teacher of adult 
Bible group, 

Mrs. Pope has been active in 
the women’s missionary group 
and is a former leader of the 
Sunbeam group of the church. 
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YORK BETA CLUB OFFICERS 

New officers of the York High School retary; Laura Blevins, treasurer: 

EJ rt T !*■ f 1 • L. 1 m u 1 L - i A/'W 1 If 1 H if 9 -m _ 4 f 


Beta Club for the 1967-68 school ses 
sion are from left: Betty Smith, 
parliamentarian and historian; Shar¬ 
on Yeates, chaplain; Pat Webb, sec- 


Mickey Spence, president; Rodney 
Bonch. vice president; and David 
Walls, reporter. 
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New Elementary Program 

To Help Youngsters Learn From the Desk of the 

Superintendent 


As a part of York County's 
continuous effort to find the 
best ways to help children 
learn, nearly all elementary 
schools in the county this 
year began a special program 
In arithmetic and reading. 

The chief difference from 
the program of the past is 
simply that each child Is taught 
at the level he left in June and 
is given the materials and help 
he needs to move upward at 
the speed that suits him best. 

Since reading is the most 
important thing that aehildean 
learn in the elementary school, 
it is getting the lion's share 
of teachers* efforts. Arithme¬ 
tic is perhaps the subject area 
>f most difficulty. 

Areas Redesigned 


These two areas, therefore, 
have been redesigned to allow 
each child to progress upward 
and to learn better than ever 
before. There has already 
been a great deal of movement, 
as teachers, principals, and 
parents recognized improve¬ 
ment in Johnny's achievement 
and have moved him into more 
challenging situations. 

To meet this special need, 
the organization of the ele¬ 
mentary school has shifted 
from the one teacher — one 
room concept to the movement 
of children to different teach¬ 
ers, A child will usually have 
as many as three teachers 
during the day, one for reading, 
one for arithmetic , and one for 
all the other subject areas. 
When it becomes necessary in 
his interest to move a young* 
ster to a different group, the 
Vansfer is made easily and 
quickly at whatever time dur¬ 
ing the year the matter comes 
up. 


There are a number of ad¬ 
vantages to this method of 
grouping and teaching. 

It is expected that the child 
will feel a certain satisfaction 
in making continuous progr ess 
up through the levels of diffi¬ 
culty in reading and arithme¬ 
tic, Formerly, he has been in 
competition with other chil¬ 
dren in his class, and the 
teacher has had to try to teach 
all of the children in much the 
same way. In this way, many 
children needing more time or 
different materials or special 
help either never made it at 
all or were lost in the shuffle 
to be labeled later as slow 
or difficult or failures. 

Failure in the old sense of 
not being able to do the job as 
fast as everybody else should 
not exist. And although some 
people - children included — 
are not as smart as others, 
allowing more time for pro¬ 
gress should help overcome 
the frustration of never suc¬ 
ceeding. 

Among the changes that this 
re-emphasis is demanding is 
the report card. 

Reports To Change 

Grades have traditionally 
indicated the achievement of 
a pupil in comparison with 
other children. Something 
needs to be done to report to 
parents how a pupil is doing 
according to his ability, his 
level of difficulty, and his 
potential. During this year 
and perhaps during 1969-70, 
schools in York County will 
be trying ways to report to 
parents in the way that will 
best tell the story. 

The schools welcome com¬ 
ments and invite-the sugges¬ 
tions of parents as everyone 
tries to improve the learning 
of children. 


Education is big business 
everywhere. Education is York 
County's biggest governmental 
operation. This school year, 
the Board of Supervisors, the 
State Board of Education, and 
the U.S. Office of Education 
have made available and the 
York County School Board will 
manage and control the use and 
expenditure of 4-1/2 million 
dollars for the education of 
some 7150 pupils. This rep¬ 
resents a per pupil expendi¬ 
ture of some $630.50. ly.'Jjjllj 
Added to the above expend* 
iture for operating coiits Thus t 
be the amount ridded to pay 
for debt retirement do pm t 
school constnrc&toBi ifoiotb^r 
$481,252 is required here, or 
a per pupil cost of some $67.50 
for debt retirement* 

Even in a period of almost 
traumatic inflation, one must 
hold in grateful respect the 
willingness of our citizens to 
support schools at that level. 
What do the York schools 
offer to the citizens of the 
County? A partial listing of 
the plus factors would include; 
«. a teaching staff, 98% of 
whom are college grad¬ 
uates 

* a pupil drop-out rate (net 
loss) that reflects unusual 
holding power over pupils 
— we're in the top 10 % of 
Virginia school systems in 
this regard 

# a high school graduating 
class from which 48% went 
to college and 19% toother 
post high school training 

9 a starting teachers' salary 
schedule that is exceeded 
by only 7 other school di¬ 
visions in the State, en¬ 
abling us to perform well 
in the critically short 
teacher market 


• over 200 boys and girls at 
the high school level are 
taking trade training in the 
several vocational pro¬ 
grams 

* school plants that are in 
good condition to provide a 
cheerful and pleasant set¬ 
ting in which learning can 
take place 

» schools are in an accredi¬ 
tation program and process 
through the Southern Asso¬ 
ciation of Colleges and 
Schools 

4 a school system that is 
assuming a posture of 
readiness for early inaug¬ 
uration of a public kinder¬ 
garten program 

These are but some of the 
evidences of an educational 
commitment by the staff as 
well as by the citizens whose 
children are the beneficiaries. 

The pages of this publication 
will be used from time-to-time 
to present in depth explana¬ 
tions of various programs. 

G,H, Pope, Superintendent 


We anticipate one more issue of 
this newspaper during the school 
session, so we invite your sugges¬ 
tions and comments concerning its 
contents, preparation and format. 
If you have had an interesting or 
unusual experience which you would 
Ifketo share with our readers, please 
contact Herbert Deppe, Assistant 
Superintendent, Box 451 .Vorktownya. 
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Process Brings 
A erreditution 
To 3 Schools 


YORK COUNTY SCHOOL NEWS 


York County belongs to an 
exclusive club in Virginia* 
Only two other school divi¬ 
sions in the state have elemen¬ 
tary schools accredited by the 
Southern Association of Col¬ 
leges and Schools (SACS) — 
Fairfax County and Quantico* 
Seaford and Grafton-Bethel 
were accredited by SACS in 
December 1967, and Bethel 
Manor is applying for accredi¬ 
tation this year. The applica¬ 
tion will be considered at die 
annual SACS meeting in Atlanta 
in December. 

in the meantime, Dare Ele¬ 
mentary School is undergoing 
the second phase of afour-part 
process that leads to elemen¬ 
tary school accreditation, 
while all three intermediate 
schools have started their 
journey toward the same goal. 

Recent Service 


Accreditation for high 
schools has been available for 
many years, but only recent¬ 
ly has the regional accrediting 
agency made the service 
available to elementary and 
ju nio r b igh school s * Y or k H igh 
School was first accredited in 
1%6 and has maintained 
credited status since* 

While accreditation by SACS 
is voluntary, the requirements 
are high and usually result in 
many improvements for those 
schools able to qualify. The 
standards for elementary 
schools, for example, include 
adequate space for each child, 
plenty of good library books, 
qualified teachers, and a real¬ 
istic program of studies*Only 
when all these have been met 
can a school even apply for 
the coveted paper signifying 
Accreditation* 

Involves Many 

The process is famous for 
its nearly total involvement of 
teachers, administrators, pu¬ 
pils, and community. It begins 
with affiliation with SACS, 
which requires the identifica¬ 
tion of a significant problem 
and an effort to solve it. 


Active Life Continues 


By P. M. Boynton 


Next comes the year of self- 
study, in which Dare and the 
three inter mediate schools are 
engaged this year. All teachers 
work many extra hours at 
self-examination and at prob¬ 
ing every cranny of the school 
to see bow the school is really 
doing. 

If we believe all children 
should know the multiplication 
table by the end of grade six, 
do they? 

If we believe that good 
citizenship is a worthy part of 
elementary school education, 
how do our children behave? 

There are many questions 
to be answered, and much de¬ 
pends on whether a school is 
doing what the school people 
themselves feel they should be 
doing* 


Visitors Used 

The third step is evaluation 
by a visiting committee. Ed¬ 
ucators from other school di¬ 
visions throughout the state 
visit the school to see if they 
can support the findings of the 
self-study. The visiting com¬ 
mittee observes classroom 
teaching and does some of the 
same exploring that the faculty 
has already done. A report to 
the faculty includes these find¬ 
ings and recommendations for 
improvement. 

The final step is the appli¬ 
cation for accreditation, ac¬ 
companied by the self-study 
report, the visiting committee 
report, and various forms. 

Process Repeated 


Intermediate schools follow 
a similar pattern, while the 
high school must repeat the 
process approximately every 
10 years* 

As more and more schools 
begin to meet the standards 
for accreditation, they, too, 
will begin the program. It takes 
time, but the important part 
of the whole idea of accredi 
tation is the process - not the 
accreditation. 



MRS. GRIFFIN 


Mrs. Marion White Griffin, 
former principal of Frederick 
Douglass Elementary School # 
retired from a 33-year career 
in the field of education in 
June of 1964. 

Since her retirement, Mrs. 
Griffin has been quite active 
in community programs, 
working with the York County 
Volunteer Association, serv¬ 
ing two terms on the board of 
directors of the Red Cross, 
and presently serving in the 
capacity of staff aide. She be¬ 
longs to the Newport News 
Chapter of Retired Teachers, 
and has been instrumental in 
organizing a chapter in York- 
town. 

Always interested in youth, 


Mrs* Griffin belongs to the 
Women in Community Service 


program, which recruits girls 
for the Job Corps* At the 
Grafton Baptist Church, she 
serves as president of the 
Missionary Society, 

Yet, Mrs. Griffin's activi¬ 


ties since retirement have not 

knnn ttnfntlir to 


areas* On the occasion of hei 
retirement, the former James 
Weldon Johnson Parent Teach¬ 
er Association gave her a 
trip to the World's Fair in 
New York City* During 1965 
she traveled to Niagara Falls, 
and the following year went to 
Florida and Nassau* This 
summer Mrs* Griffin went to 
Bermuda on a seven-day 
cruise. 
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Teacher Relates Experiences 

By Portia S. Turner 


New teachers at Tabb In¬ 
termediate School come from 
many different areas this year. 
None came farther than Leon 
Hughes, who arrived from 
Germany in August, He came 
back to the Halted States bring¬ 
ing the memory of many un¬ 
forgettable experiences, and 
also - a wife, 

Mr, Hughes taught for the 
Department of Defense Over¬ 
seas Dependents School Sys¬ 
tem, This system provides 
elementary and secondary 
schools for the children of 
military and civilian personnel 
of the United States Govern¬ 
ment. It has schools in the 
Far East, Middle East, Africa, 
Europe, Bermuda and New¬ 
foundland, 

The Oversees School 
Program 

Mr, Hughes taught seventh 
and eighth grade classes in 
Butzbaek, a small town near 
Frankfort, He met Ms wife, 
also a teacher, in Butzback, 
The teachers were well sup¬ 
plied with books, audio-visual 
materials, and miscellaneous 
teaching aids. Most schools 
were given the responsibility 
of running their schools in the 
manner most efficient for their 
local situation. 

The program was especially 
designed to meet the individ¬ 
ual needs of students who 
moved often. Teaching in the 
system required great flexi¬ 
bility, because most of the 
districts were arranged in a 
1 -8, 9-12 system, 

"The teacher who was ac¬ 
customed to a Music specialist 
could well find himself learn¬ 
ing to carry a tune and be¬ 
ginning to appreciate Wagner, n 
Mr. Hughes said. He found 
situations like this a real 
professional challenge, and 
feels that they broadened Ins 
effectiveness in the class¬ 
room, 

y Opportunity For Travel 

One of the main attractions 
of the system was the oppor¬ 
tunity it offered to travel, 
work, and live, in a foreign 
country. 


The facilities provided by 
the government made living 
conditions much like the United 
States, but he gained a gr eater 
appreciation of the fact that 
other people love their country 
for what it has to offer. 

His travel experiences in¬ 
cluded trips to all the Western 
European Countries except 
Portugal, Ireland, and Scot¬ 
land, He thinks that England is 
the best place to visit first in 
Europe, because there is no 
language problem. He found 
the British people to be very 
friendly and helpful. 

L ondo n i s e spe c iall y attr ac - 
live to anyone who likes his¬ 
tory, The theaters of London 
offer numerous quality plays 
at very reasonable prices. 
Side trips can be made from 
London to other places of in¬ 
terest, including Oxford and 
Stratford-on-Avon, the birth¬ 
place of Shakespeare. 

Mr, Hughes stated that 
should he return to Europe, 
"England win be a first on the 
list." 



He found Berlin to be a city 
of contrasts. "West Berlin is 
a most beautiful city; East 
Berlin appeared drab and life¬ 
less. The Berlin Wall," he 
says, "can never be under¬ 
stood fully until it has been 
seen. It is ugly, poorly con¬ 
structed, and topped by rolls 
of barbed wire. It is bounded 
on the East by metal obstacles, 
mine fields, and armed 
guards,” 

Mr. Hughes thought the 
Bavarian Alps one of the most 
beautiful places in Europe, a 
perfect vacation spot anytime 
of the year. In this area the 
country homes are built in 
Chalet style, and colorfully 
painted. The valleys, meadows 
and mountains, makeitatran- 
quil place, both in summer 
and in winter. Winter sports 
reign supreme, but warm wea¬ 
ther amusements are offered 
as well. 

The towns of Garmisch, 
Berchtesgarten, andChiemsee 
have recreational areas for 
the American Armed Forces. 



Abroad 


Expenses there are moderate. 
Tours of Hitler's Tea House, 
the Salt Mines, and Salzburg, 
are added to the other recrea¬ 
tional activities. 

When Mr. Hughes and his 
bride returned to Europe after 
their marriage at Christmas 
time in the United States, they 
chose Berchtesgarten for their 
honeymoon, 

-A Visit To Rome 

"A visit to Rome is a delight 
to anyone interested in aid.” 
To Mr, Hughes, "the interior 
of Saint Peter’s Cathedral is 
the most impressive and 
beautiful man-made sight in 
Europe, wonderfully propor¬ 
tioned and magnificent,” 

Other attractions in Rome 
are the Sistine Chapel, with 
its ceiling by Michaelangelo, 
and the impressive "Pieta" 
and "Moses", 

"One could spend weeks in 
Rome," he said. There are 
reminders of Ancient Rome 
in the Forum, Coliseum, and 
many churches and homes of 
the Renaissance Period. 

Holland is a land of con¬ 
trasts, The countryside has 
windmills, dikes, and acres of 
tulip blossoms. The Dutch 
homes are clean, the people 
friendly, and they serve de¬ 
licious breakfasts* 

A very different Holland, 
however, was found in modern, 
bustling Amsterdam. The 
traffic was furious, fast, and 
full of bicycles. The Anne 
Frank House is a poignant 
reminder of man’s hatred of 
his fellow man. 

Many paintings by Van Gogh 
and Rembrandt may be seen 
in the Museums of Amsterdam. 

Leon Hughes hopes that 
other teachers can have sim¬ 
ilar experiences of teaching, 
traveling, and learning. He 
thinJcs Americans would have 
a better understanding of 
people all over the world if 
they could realize that the 
American way is not the only 
way. 

"I cannot promise that you 
will bring back a wonderful 
wife, but I can promise many 
unforgettable exper ienc es, * * 
he said. 



Hughes In Germany 





Director Begins 
Recruiting Effort 

For 69-70 Session 


York County Schools were 
completely stuffed at an early 
date for this school year. 
This was accomplished 
through a vigorous recruiting 
program in Virginia, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. In addition to the 
new faces in the classrooms, 
several n e w ad rn i nist rat iv e 
and supervisory personnel 
were contracted, among whom 
is the Director of Instruction, 
Er nest Mooney, formerly with 
the Richmond Public Schools, 

The personnel department’s 
recruiting program for teach¬ 
ers and principals is a year- 
round activity. Actually, in 
spite of all the college visita¬ 
tions undertaken, the best re¬ 
cruiters are the teachers 
already in the county system* 
Surprisingly, new teacher 
applicants at the college level 
seem to be more interested 
in the instructional program 
of the school, class loads, 
discipline policy, and the 
quality of the building prin¬ 
cipals, than with salary sched¬ 
ules and fringe benefits* 
According to Director of Per¬ 
sonnel Don Bruno, many col¬ 
lege students forget to ask 
about the beginning salary in 
the interview session. 

This year's college recruit¬ 
ing schedule will take Bruno 
to the following colleges: Vir¬ 
ginia Commonwealth, Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia, Madison 
College, Roanoke College, 
Radford College, Lynchburg 
College, East Carolina Col¬ 
lege, Atlantic Christian, Wake 
Forest, Appalachian State 
College, Elon College* Virginia 
State at Norfolk. 

Also, Hampton Institute, 
Longwood, Mary Washington, 
Old Dominion, William And 
Mary, University of Richmond, 

Duke, NX. State, University 
of North Carolina, Campbell 
College, West Virginia Uni¬ 
versity, Virginia State at 
Petersburg, Morris Harvey, 
Fairmont State College, Mar¬ 
shall University, and Ohio 
University. 
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Lady Supervisor Of Buses 
Is First For York County 


York County has the distinc¬ 
tion of having the only female 
transportation supervisor in 
the state of Virginia, 

Mrs* Evangeline Fox, 
however, is distinguished 
more than for her work as 
transportation supervisor, a 
post she assumed this fall. 
Previously she had been a 
nursery school teacher and 
later founded her own nursery 
school, an idea she received 
from having worked with a 
church nursery school. 

Born In Seaford, and a York 
County resident all her life, 
she married a Grafton boy. 
While working with the nursery 
school, she also found time 
to drive a school bus for three 
years which eventually led to 
her present position. Unfor¬ 
tunately she had to abandon 
her own nursery school enter¬ 
prise due to problems of staff¬ 
ing with adequately qualified 
personnel. 

A Former Employee 


Between bus runs Mrs, F ox 
served as secretary to Wayne 
King, former director of in¬ 
struction, for a year when he 
was in charge of transporta¬ 
tion. Later she joined the com¬ 
bined York County purchasing 
and personnel department 


headed by Herbert J. Deppe* 
When this department split, 
Mrs. Fox went to the new de¬ 
partment of personnel. 

Having spent a year and a 
half with the York County 
Schools, Mrs* Fox went to work 
for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration in 
November 1966. In September 
of this year she returned to 
York County as transportation 
supervisor, 

Mr* and Mrs, Fox have a 
daughter, Linda, age 16, at¬ 
tending York High School; a 
second daughter, Merilee, 14, 
attending Yorktown inter¬ 
mediate School; and a son, 
11 , playing midget league foot¬ 
ball and little league baseball. 
Both girls are active in Job’s 
Daughters, a branch of the 
Masons, Mrs. Fox is guardian 
for the organization, managing 
in addition to teach a Sunday 
School class at Zion Methodist 
Church, to serve as chairman 
of the Christian Social Con¬ 
cerns Commission, to sing in 
the choir, and to maintain her 
membership on the Board of 
Stewards of the church. 

An avid square dancing fan, 
she and her husband are mem¬ 
bers of the Circle 8 Square 
Dance Club, meeting at the 
Poquoson Woman’s Club and 
specializing in Western-style 
dancing. 


For 10 years the Fox family 
have camped throughout the 
country during their vacations. 
One vacation Mrs. Fox found 
herself on “The Price is 
Right” television show, re-j 
turning home with $1200 worth 
of merchandise. 

Since the show had been 
taped on aFriday, her nursery 
school children had the plea¬ 
sure of viewing her the follow¬ 
ing Monday. 

As transportation super¬ 
visor, Mrs. Fox has initiated 
a special education bus run to 
Williamsbur g, a first for York 
County. While insuring that 
the other 81 buses run accord¬ 
ing to schedule, she handles 
all complaints personally and 
maintains an additional 35 bus 
runs per week for activity and 
athletic purposes. 

All this and the supervision 
of close to 100 employees 
keeps the transportation 
supervisor quite busy. Her 
immediate supervisor is Leo 
Robbins, Director of Support¬ 
ing Services, with whom she 
works in scheduling bus driv¬ 
ers meetings, bus stops and 
departures, bus inspections, 
and in developing an annual 
handbook which is used by 
drivers in keeping informed 
regarding the latest policies 
relative to pupil transporta¬ 
tion. 
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YORK ‘TEACHER OF THE YEAR’ 

Mrs . Rathkamp Active 


In Musicals 



— Mrs, Vera involved a vast number of stu-|develop talents which were pre- 
\ ork County’s dents, school departments and piously not visible. 
w|w oe wi- . Recently, the education asso¬ 

ciation honored the choral direc¬ 
tor with a plaque complimenting 
director and chaiman of the fine of the York Education Associ- her on her many years of out-| 
arts department at York High ation, which selected Mrs. Rath- standing work with children in ( 
School. kamp as “Teacher of the Year 11 York County schools. 

Highlights of her experiences for 1970 s commented that the “To teaching, Mrs. Rathkamp 
at York include the production productions were of “out- brings a high degree of ability ini 
of two musicals, “Lfl* Abner 1 ’ standing quality," and gave her field, excellent training, and 
and “South Pacific, whic h have many students opportunities to most of alb care and concern for 


YORKTOWN 
Rathkamp, 

“Teacher of the Year;* has beeni f lt 
active in musical productions, £aculty ^ 
as well as in her role as choral! C, Warren Redhair, president 


selves to become glee clubs and■ 
a capella choirs, each of which 1 
is equally as large as the groups 
were together in the first year / 1 
he said. “Apparently, each one , 
brings one .’ 1 

Redhair said that each year 
the choral director gives un- 
stintingly of her talent, training, 
experience, time, interest and 
enthusiasm to the total school j 
program. 

“But, most of alb each year 
she helps many young people 
achieve a feeling of individual 
worth and human dignity / 1 he 
stressed. 

“She helps many become lead¬ 
ers, Tind’ themselves, and be¬ 
come the kind of people who 

want to add beauty to their own; 
lives, as well as to the lives of 
others . 11 

Rfedhair said perhaps Mrs.' 
Rathkamp's work is best sum¬ 
marized by York County school 
superintendent George H. Pope, 
Yho said: “The thousands of 1 


HSl 


Mrs. Vera Rathkamp, York County’s “Teacher of the Year,” directs sing 
group in one of her classes at York High. Mrs. Rathkamp also competed 
the state level with teachers from other Virginia school systems. 


young students whose lives were 
touched by fttrs, Rathkamp's in¬ 
fectious interests and concerns, 
and by her buoyant optimism 
and confidence are better per¬ 
sons today because Mrs. Ratb- 
kamp was at one time their 
teacher / 1 
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‘Mini-Courses’ Explained 


To School Board In York 


By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN — Instruc¬ 
tional leaders from York and 
Tabb High Schools briefed 
members of the York County 
School Board Monday night 
on how the system of penta- 
mesters, or “mini-courses/ 1 is 
progressing on the high school 
level 

Department coordinators 
advised the board how stu¬ 
dents are being given choices 
of subjects, yet are still being 
weU grounded educationally* 

It was explained that stu¬ 
dents have a greater thirst for 
learning if they are allowed to 
pick some of their courses. 

Superintendent of Schools 
George H. Pope said that 
today there are only two di¬ 
rections in which to aim a 
student — toward college with 
the necessary academic back¬ 
ground, or provide him with 
the vocational skill necessary 
to prepare him for a job. 

“It means providing a great 
deal more in the way of voca¬ 
tional education than we are 
now doing/ 1 Pope said. 

“I don't think the Peninsula 
Vocational Technical Center 
can always provide all of this 
type of training for the three 
communities on the Penin¬ 
sula/ 1 

He said the transportation 


alone eats up one hour a day 
of each student's time. 

“It will mean a greater em¬ 
phasis for vocational educa¬ 
tion in our schools/ 1 the su¬ 
perintendent said. 

Mrs, Genevieve Copley and 
Michael Woolard explained 
the choices a student would 
have in vocational education 
categories, while Fred Sew r ard 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Smith 
touched on the humanities, in¬ 
cluding English, 

“Our goal is to provide 
every student in our program 
with a salable skill/ 1 Mrs. 
Copley told the board. She out¬ 
lined the varius courses of¬ 
fered in vocational education, 
including business education, 
distributive education, Indus¬ 
trial Cooperative Training, 
WECEP program, home eco¬ 
nomics, electronics, masonry, 
Vo-Tech and the Naval Junior 
Reserve Officers Training 
Program. 

It was pointd out that of 2.- 
464 high school students in 
York, 65 per cent are enrolled 
in some type of vocational 
education. 

Board Vice Chairman Rob¬ 
ert Fulton expressed interest 
in having all students trained 
in filling out income tax 
forms before they graduate 
from school, and Seward ex¬ 
plained that this is provided 
in an elective government 
course. 

“Somewhere along the line 
we are thinking of the citizen¬ 
ship process/ 1 he commented, 

“We hope that the huma¬ 
nities, through diversity, can 
produce a more well rounded 
individual than the traditional 
courses/ 1 he said. 

Seward explained that a 
basic course in commu¬ 
nication skills speaking and 
writing is an integral part of 
the program and lays the 
foundation “for w r hat we are 
trying to do.” 

He showed board members 
a handbook on local govern¬ 
or e n t, compiled by Mrs. 
Thelma Hansford, which is 
being used by the seven 
teachers of York County gov¬ 


ernment. 

“It has everything from the 
late 16th Century to this sum¬ 
mer/ 1 he said. 

Another innovative course is 
instruction in film-making and 
students are studying an an¬ 
tique film from the William 
and Mary College library, 
“The Great Train Robbery/ 1 
he said. 

“We also teach something 
called Dark Shadows at 
York/ 1 he said, explaining 
that the response has been 
great, developing into some 
20 -odd sections. It is the study 
of supernatural gothic tales. 

About 25 students are un¬ 
believably interested in a 
course on rock-jazz, be said, 
also noting that the drama 
classes, choral and band stu¬ 
dents, as well as students in a 
number of related courses 
will produce the York High 
musical, “Guys and Dolls/* 
this year. 

Seward assured board 
member W. T Covington that 
a strong grounding is given 
students before they may 
spread into their choice of 
minkourses. 

Mrs* Smith commented that 
the writing courses are em¬ 
phasized, with the devel¬ 
opment of the skill of writing 
still going strong. 

Mrs, Elizabeth Charlton, su¬ 
pervisor of secondary educa¬ 
tion, commented to the board 
that “we can bring children to 
school, but we cannot make 
them learn* 

“We have to have a relevant 
program so that children 
want to learn/ 1 she said* 

“We are most interested in 
having our students select 
their own courses or the por¬ 
tion of a course they wish to 
enter* This enhances their in¬ 
terest in learning,” 

Others speaking before the 
board included Tom Doggins 
and Pat Kearney, for Math, 
science and industrial tech¬ 
nology; Mrs. Nettie Morgan 
on the instructional resource 
center; and Mrs. Anne White 
and Mrs, Wilma Luck on 
guidance services. 


Pope noted that the total 
high school program has been 
almost rewritten. 

The superintendent said 
that a survey has informed 
educators that the public is 
only concerned with whether 
their chldren can make a liv¬ 
ing after leaving school* 

“Only 15 per cent of the 
public is interested in stimu¬ 
lation of the mind as a major 
educational objective,” he 
said. 

“Lack of discipline seems to 
be another concern.” 

“The majority of people are 
against further increases in 
taxes for education*” 

Pope spoke of the forced 
closing of schools last Thurs- 
d ay bee ause of the heavy 
rains, 

“Half of the county suffered 
severe flooding and many 
roads were impassible/ 1 he 
said. 

He reported leaks in the 
roof of the new Tabb School 
and said that a snake was 
caught swimming down a cor¬ 
ridor in York High School. 


■AY MORNING, NOVEMBER 9, 1972 



The new $4 million Tabb High School in York County is a one-story brick building constructed by the systems 

method to house up to 1,400 students. 


SPEAKER ANNOUNCED 



By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 
YORKTOWN -York Coun¬ 
ty's super-modern educational 
facility, the new $4 million 
Tabb High School building 
which will be on display after 
dedication ceremonies a p.m. 
Sunday is one of the first if 
not the first true systems 
school in the state. 

Built with components of a 
five-foot scale, the school 
went up quicker, is of better 
quality and provided a sub¬ 
stantial savings in money, 
than if constructed by more 
conventional means, 

Preston C* Carathers, presi¬ 
dent of the Virginia State 
Board of Education, will be 
featured speaker at the cere¬ 
monies in the school audito¬ 
rium, at which time Mrs. Ma¬ 
rian Bowditch, chairman of 
the York County School 
Board, will formally accept 
the school from the Jordan 
Construction Co, 

The Tabb High band and 
choir wil provide music, and 
tours of the plush educational 
facility will be held from 3 to 


Principal Richard Miller 
said that the instructional pro* 
gram is going very well in the 
new buiMjmg, 

“Students and people in the 
community are taking a lot of 
pride In the school,’ 1 he said. 

Many of the parts of the 
building were factory con¬ 
structed, instead of put to¬ 
gether at the site of the 
school, saving a great deal of 
cutting on the job, reducing fi¬ 
nancial costs during the build¬ 
ing period. 

The 155,000 square-foot 
school was completed in 14 
months, compared to an esti¬ 
mated 20 to 24 months for the 
old way of construction, 

A special ceiling integrates 
functions of lighting, air dis¬ 
tribution, fire protection and 
acoustical control in a highly 
sophisticated assembly that 
eliminates competition be¬ 
tween individual functions for 
the available space, 


The ceiling system puls the 
right amount of light where it 
Is needed, distributes condi¬ 
tioned air in several different 
ways to achieve best results 
and provides up to two-hour 
rated fire protection. 

Demountable partitions are 
attached to the ceiling grid 
and above the carpeting, 
making it possible to provide 

almost unlimited variety of 
space as future needs dictate. 
The school was designed not 
to be quickly outdated by new 
teaching methods. 

The new school was needed 
to handle a high increase in 
student populathm in York 
County, With the county di~ 
vided into two districts, York 
High School will handle one 
district and the new Tabb 
school the other. 


5 p.m. 













The laboratory can accommodate large groups of students with complete facil¬ 
ities. As in other areas of the school, ceiling lights make it possible to place as 
much illumination as needed and aid in noise control. 






Tabb High School was de¬ 
signed to handle more than V 
400 pupils with about 915 en¬ 
rolling in September. The 
school is fully carpeted and 
air conditioned, with art ex¬ 
terior of brick and flat steel 
surfaces with baked-on enam¬ 
el finish. There are few win¬ 
dows. 

The school contains among 
other facilities, Si 1,000-seat 
auditorium, a 1,600-seat gym¬ 


nasium, a spacious library, a 
hand room, two fully equipped 
home economics rooms, two 
large laboratories or science 
rooms, and two kivas (large 
theater-like rooms with tiers 
of desks rising above the in¬ 
structor), 

Kiva is an Indian name for 
council chambers. The school 
is equipped with many of the 
latest audio-visual teaching 
and learning aids. 

Miller was happy with the 
early completion date. “It 
gave us lime to get every¬ 
thing ready for the opening” 
he said, “It would have been 
chaotic to rush into the open¬ 
ing without time to finish 
things.” 

There was a minimum of 
difficulty with the weather be¬ 
cause the system method 
allows the interior to be 
closed in quickly so that inte¬ 


rior work can proceed even in 
bad w r eather* 

The systems method em¬ 
ployed enabled the contractor 
to maintain day-to-day effi¬ 
ciency because the workers 
did not have to stop and go 
frequently* 

It replaces the method of 
having ah manufacturing on 
the site, each gang going its 
own way. 

The systems method did not 
take away from the original¬ 
ity of the work because many 
design variations are possible. 

The Tabb High School was 
designed to provide the most 
space for the money and still 
allow a high quality finish 
that will hold up over a long 
period and keep maintenance 
costs low, 

Louis Oliver, FAIA, of Oli- 
Ver, Smith k Cooke, Norfolk, 
was the architect* 









Mm 

mm 







empnasis is placet! on individual study. Here, Richard Miller, principal, goes 
over equipment dlatrams with librarian, Mrs. Cindy Ford, at right, while as- 

sistaut slacks hooks, 









Tabb High School — York County's newest school plant is a product of the Seventies. 
Students and space, teachers and technology 

—all combine to provide a unique and absorbing learning experience. 


The cafeteria area is bright, cafe-tike 


The open science laboratory—designed for individualization 


The library reading area, already 
dubbed ’the tiger’s den " 


The commons, or outdoor study area, 
is a good place to study or rap 


A German class—informality is the keynote 









Falcon Jazz in the Alps The York High School Falcon Stage Band played swing, jazz, and rock 
in the Alps this past June, and the Alps may never be the same again. So well did the twenty-one 
member band perform at the International Jazz Festival in Montreaux, Switzerland, that they came 
in second over-all, first in the brass section, best in the rhythm section, and best individual drum¬ 
mer. That record will be difficult for anyone to beat. ■ The stage band was one of only six bands 
from the United States invited to participate in the annual competition held this past June—and it 
with just twenty-one members—was the smallest group to perform. But with arrangements by 
Nestico, Severinson, Newsome, Kenton, and Schaefer, the band had the audience on its feet 
cheering and applauding. ■ While in Switzerland, the band made side trips to German-speaking 
Spitz, cruised on Lake Geneva, and took a cog-train trip to the highest peak in the area. They also 
presented their entire program at a special on-the-lake concert, and received a special fondue 
dinner from the Hotel Nouvelle Poste at Montreaux, where they were housed. ■ Some par¬ 
ticipants will tell you that getting to Switzerland was half the fun, for when Mr. Pope, Superin¬ 
tendent of York County Schools, gave permission for the band to accept the invitation, the entire 
community went to work to help earn money for the trip. School and School Board officials, 
families, friends, and organizations raised enough money to greatly reduce the total cost to each 
individual musician. ■ And what did the Director of the York High School Falcon Stage Band, 
Allan Wright, say about his students at the International Jazz Festival in Switzerland? "Receptive, 
hardworking, loyal, and cooperative." And he could have added—"fun." 
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Prepare To Display Trophy 


Tatab High Band director Percy Iron¬ 
monger, left, and drum major Greg 
Dryden, discuss plans to display the 
band's first trophy since it was organ¬ 


ized in September, it is a first place 
trophy won in the recent Williams¬ 
burg Christmas Parade and is just 
back from the engraver. 



















tenter To Educate Handicapped Urged 



By ROBERT GRAVES 

L Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN - A Penin- 
la facility to provide educa¬ 
tion and therapy to physically 
Handicapped children is pref¬ 
erable to each locality seeking 
to establish its own program, 
was the opinon Monday night 
of members of the York Coun¬ 
ty School Board. 

Superintendent of Schools 
George H. Pope noted that di¬ 
visions on the Peninsula are 
considering either establishing 
a center on much the same 
order as the Peninsula Voca¬ 
tional-Technical Center, or 
sending children from various 
localities to a program which 


would be developed in Hamp¬ 
ton, 

Pope said the General As¬ 
sembly has made it clear that 
localities are responsible for 
the education of children from 
2 to 20 including the handi¬ 
capped. The Peninsula school 
systems are currently sending 
children to the Cerebral Palsy 
Training Center. Hampton has 
2 2 handicapped, Newport 
News has 11, York and 
Williamsburg have three 
each. 

State funds would be avail¬ 
able for instructional costs 
only, while localities would 
have to bear the full costs of 
the therapy program. 

It is estimated a building 


for a center would cost about the board and the grievant 


a quartsr-milllon dollars, 
Pope indicated. 

Mrs, Maiian Bowditch, 
chairman of the board, noted 
that it is time to begin consid¬ 
eration of appointment a su¬ 
perintendent of schools, which 
has to be done before March 
1 . 

*T want to make your deci¬ 
sion as easy as possible/ 1 
commented Superintendent 
Pope, obviously aimed un¬ 
swervingly toward another 
term. 

'Til be glad to give you any 
help you need/* he said. 

The board agreed to send a 
letter to the State Board of 
Education objecting to a re¬ 
quirement that would make 
the school bard pay all of the 
costs of settling employe 
grievances put before an arbi¬ 
trator of the American Arbi¬ 
tration Association. 

The State Board at its 
January meeting made the 
placement of grievances be¬ 
fore an arbitrator mandatory, 
if a panel cannot be chosen by 


Observe Vocational Education Week 


Members Cecil Keith and 
W. T. Covington feel an em¬ 
ploye claiming the grievance 
should pay a share of the 
costs. In business, the loser of 
the issue pays for arbitration, 
Keith said. 

Pat Almonrude, senior pres¬ 
ident at York High, and Willie 
Mason asked the board to 
give the senior class per¬ 
mission to make a three-day 
trip to Disney World near Or¬ 
lando, Fla. May 3-5. 

Covington and Keith in¬ 
dicated they wished to study 
the proposal further, and Mrs. 
Bowditch said she wuid have 
an answer for the seniors 
soon. 

Maynard Buckley told the 
board of the newly established 
Tabb High Boosters Club 
which, he said, has donated 
$1,100 toward purchase of a 
universal gym and to help 
send the band to Winchester 
for the Apply Blossom Festi¬ 
val. 

Coach Allen Barbee of Tabb 
High told the board there is a 
light pole in the middle of left 
center field of the baseball 
diamond which he considered 
very dangerous, contended 
bleachers are needed for 
spectators and asked for a 
fence to enclose the field for I 
protection of kids and specta- : 
tors. 

Barbee claimed that Tabb f 
is the only school of its class : 
which does not have a track I 
and hoped that funds for this, 


will be Included in next year's 
budget. 

Pope explained the light has 
to be moved, that it was left 
there when the diamond loca¬ 
tion was changed. The track 
and fence were in the original 
contract for construction of 
the school, but were dropped 
so the cost of the school could 
be reduced to the amount of 
money available to build it, 
he said. The bleachers are to 
be added in stages, he noted. 

“We will get to all of these, 
soon and the more difficult 
ones when we can/’ Pope 
commented. , 

In a report to the boa , the 
superintendent said tha.i i( add¬ 
ing permits were issued for 


339 new dwellings in 1972 and 
this could up enrollments by 
300 students. Largest number 
issued was 157 for Grafton 
District and Bruton was sec¬ 
ond with 93 permits issued. 

Pope said it is still not 
known how the reduced Im¬ 
pacted aid program will af¬ 
fect York, but that it looks as 
if 1700 of the federally con¬ 
nected pupils will not be 
counted this year. 

“In the meantime, we are 
holding our spending to the 
bare minimum/’ he said. 

The board adopted the en¬ 
tire state approved textbook 
list so that teachers will have 
full latitude in selecting in¬ 
structional material. 
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Debbie Segar, left, and Celia Evans 
put finishing touches on giant poster 
at York High School put up in obser¬ 


vance of Vocational Education Week. 
The poster points out some of the 
benefits of the vocational program. 












Queen’s Lake Intermediate 
To Hold School Exposition 


YORKTOWN — Parents of 
Queen's Lake Intermediate 
School will be given a chance 
to see efforts of their children 
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Cited 


Yorklown 


Intermediate 


collected $100. From left are Chyrel 
Green, William H. Liddle, Mrs. Cun¬ 
ningham, Vic Diehl, Wendy Thomas, 
William W. Fox and Gregory Reid. 


Mrs. Charles Cunrrtngham, York 
March of Dimes campaign chairman, 
presents certification to Yorktown In¬ 
termediate School for participation in 
the 1973 drive, during which the school 
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7:30 tonight during “Expo 
’73,” the school's winter ex¬ 
position. 

Principal Leon Hughes said 
that the exposition is the only 
one of its type on the Penin¬ 
sula, 

“It gives kiefe an opportun¬ 
ity to show their skills and 
will include music by the 
stage band, trampoline gym¬ 
nastics, an art show, science 
exhibits, borne economics, 
skills and plays/' Hughes 
said. 

“There will be demonstra¬ 
tions of science experiments, 
as well as oral reports on 
various subjects. 

“Parents do not often get a 
chance to see the accom¬ 
plishments of their children 
and this will give them an 
idea of what we are doing at 
the school.” 

The exposition will include 
display of audiovisual equip¬ 
ment and techniques with the 
reading program. 

“We use a multitude of 
teaching aids in the reading 
program,” he said. 

“There will be something to 
show in every room and we 
will use the halls and gymna¬ 
sium,” Hughes said. 

A series of square dance, 
tumbling and trampoline dem¬ 
onstrations will be held in the 
gym. repeated three times 
during the exposition so ev- 
eevrycne will get a chance to 
see them. 

The stage band, with mem¬ 
bers selected from the school 
band* will present selections 
three times also. 

“The exposition has been 
very popular in the past,” 
Hughes said, “We have had 
big turnouts, T hope it is as 
popular tonight.” 

Hughes says children should 
get more recognition for the 
tbiners they do. 
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Science Fair Will Open 



By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN — The annual York County Science Fair, the 
community’s largest event of this kind during the year, is 
expected to draw exhibits from numerous students from five 
schools, according to Tabb High science instructor Ellis Boyd. 

The event will get under way for students 8:30 a.m. Saturday 
at Tabb High for setting up of projects, but the fair will not be 
open to the public until 12:30 p.m. 

A film or a hypnotism demonstration will be held in Kiva 
“A”, where the awards will be given* 

Judging will be conducted at 10 a.m* Judges include Fred 
All am by, Ben Smith, Lawrence Brown, Robert Mack, all of 
NASA; Dexter Haven of the Virginia Institute of Marine Sd- 
i ence, Henry Heriley, Mrs* Kathryn Ramer, teachers; Steve 
\Winson of the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co, 
rand Mrs. John Wood, graduate student. 
i. Boyd anticipates approximately 100 entries from students of 
pTabb and York high schools, Queens Lake, Tabb and York- 
~*town intermediate schools. 

There are five categories — physics, earth, space, biology, 
psychology and math — in junior and senior divisions. 

“There will be three place winners in each division, as well 
as honorable mentions,” Boyd said* 




“I believe there are solutions to all of the problems which Working a display on the anatomy of a tree is Kevin 
plague mankind.” Richmond. 
















Jim Cinotto, left, and David A, Brown work on experiment showing the probability of guessing right on 

true or false quiz. 




Also -Prom Science Fix.jr 
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iojlt High 
Students 
Go To Sea 


YOEKTOWN — A recent 
classroom study of the Armed 
f ^ of the United States 
group of York County 


( group of York County 
High School students on a 
"Go Navy” cruise aboard the 
US8 Richard E. Byrd (DDG 
33). 


Arriving aboard buses early 
In the morning at. the Destroy¬ 
er and Submarine Piers in 
Norfolk, the students boarded 
the Byrd to the tune of 11 Jesus 
Christ Super Star” played by 
the Commander Cruiser De¬ 
stroyer Force Atlantic Band, 
The band accompanied the 
students and provided enter¬ 
tainment for the cruise. 


Tours of interesting parts of 
the ship were arranged for 
the students. Static displays 
and views of the missile 
launcher, gun turret and 
bridge were among the points 
of interest shown the students 
by their peer group Navy 
guides, 

A running narrative of the 
ship's activities as well as 
points of interest in the 
Chesapeake Bay were pro- 

L I over the ship's public 
system. Rap sessions 
with the sailors and the show- 



A York County High School student takes a closer look at the shorc4ine 

*°<• — *» *1! STJ 


tng of a motion picture from And f ina Ly «,mina ng u « ™ L^lnto ta N.val Commander Edward E. Alex I 

the Chief of Naval Operations cruise, steaks - grilled to ^hey p York town ander from Virginia Beach. ' 

were held on the Mess Deck, order - were served to the Weapons Station at Yorntown, aimer s 
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School System To Seek $100,000 


By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 
YGRKTOWN - The York 
County Advisory Committee 
for Emergency School Aid has 
requested the school system 
seek a grant of $100,000 to aid 
school children in overcoming 
the educational disadvantage 
created by previous minority 
gri delation. 

Sl, i grant application is 
now being prepared by the 
York school system for sub¬ 
mission under the Emergency 
School Aid Act, 

“The committee members 
have unanimously favored the 
submission of the project 


which would make possible an 
effort beyond the considerable 
effort now being made by the 
school system in the area of 
compensatory education for 
pupils who have suffered dis¬ 
advantages ” commented J. 
Murray Brooks, federal spe¬ 
cialist for York Schools, who 
is chairman of the advisory 
group. 

The program would include 
employment of four home- 
school counselors* with half of 
their time to be spent in the 
homes of pupils needing assis¬ 
tance. 

“They would explain the 
program to parents and in¬ 


crease the students' motiva¬ 
tion*” Brooks said. 

“We are also interested in 
four teachers to work in the 
fields of math and reading to 
increase the individualization 
of instruction in those areas. 


McGraw, the Rev. Warren 
PannUl, William Stubby Mrs. ^ 
Mary Williams and Warren' 
Redhair, York school coor¬ 
dinator. 


“We shall also ask for aides 
and possibly student tutors, as 
well as certain special mate¬ 
rials.” 

Nine persons accepted 
membership on the newly 
formed advisory committee 
Monday. 

They are: Mrs. Doris 
Douglas. Mrs, J. P Gregory, 
the Rev, Richard J. Holmes* 
Mrs. Eva L. Hopson, Larry L, 


Mrs, Hopson remarked that 
black pupils were not achiev¬ 
ing as well as they did prior 
to desegregation and Brooks 
said there is a significant dif¬ 
ference in the achievement 
scores on standard zed tests 
between black and white 
pupils. 

McGraw 7 suggested that the 
laguage of some of the dis¬ 
advantaged pupils may be a 
barrier to achievement and 
Rev. Pannill voiced interest 


in learning the effects of 
black pupils who are not ach¬ 
ieving well upon the better 
achieving black pupds and 
vice versa* 

Mr. Holmes said he wants 
to know if teachers assign 
home work as they did in the 
past, while Mrs, Williams and 
Mrs, Gregory said perhaps 
some pupils do not want to 
get out the lesson assign¬ 
ments. 


Private Schools Closing 
WASHINGTON — About 5,3 
million children attend nm* 
public schools in the United 
gstates, but almost 5GG such 
schools are closing each year. 










11 Former 
Teachers 
Are Honored 


POQUOSON — The Poquo- to 

son High and Elementary W? 

School Parent Teacher Asso- 
ciation honored 11 former ^ 

teachers for their combined 

247 years of service Monday 

night at the annual Founder's 

' ■ ■ 

Norris Thomas. Mrs* Gibson ; 

Thomas, C. Traynham Top- Bh 

ping, Mrs. Zola Cox Stone, 

Mrs. Annie Freeman Cros- ' 

well, Mrs. Carrie White 
Moore, Mrs, Gladys Roslvn 

Moore Hahn, Mrs, Avis Hunt, Among former teachers honored at 
Mrs. Elva Hunt and Mrs. Thomas, 43 years service; Mrs. Ann: 

Leone Rollins Edgerton. Mrs, Carrie While Moore, 25 years, Sci 

Thomas, who was principal home econi 

of Poquoson High until 1964, 

has served in education for 43 the year, served as principal as supervisor 
years, while Mrs, Elva Hunt of Apple Grove High School in attendance in 
and Mrs, Irene Moore served Louisa County and became ty school* ad 
40 years. principal of Poquoson High in fice. He retire 

Thomas became principal of 1930. After the n 

Sea ford Junior High School in After leaving the school in the auditonu 
1926 with a salary of $1,000 for 1964, Thomas served six years served the ho: 










freshments in the home eco¬ 
nomics room. 

Theme of the session was 
^Poquoson — Past Tense.'* 
Mrs, Maggi Winslow was 
program chairman for th*, 
meeting* i 


them will be organized. 

All committee members, 
parents and interested stu¬ 
dents are being urged to ah 
tend. Younger children may 
watch basketball in the gym 
or television in the class¬ 
rooms* 

Those who were unable to 
attend the first general ses¬ 
sion are being invited to at¬ 
tend this session. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. 


YORKTOWN — The second 7:30 to 9 p,m. in the school 
general session of the York- auditorium* 
town Intermediate School f s Reports from each com- 

Standards of Quality Planning mittee on progress toward 
Council and its 12 subcam- their goals will be made and 
mittees >ill be held Monday future steps to accomplish 
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Hot Box Girls’* Form Dance Line 


* NE ARLY YEARS WOKK 

School Play 


.ATHARINE KINNIER 
Staff Exporter 

4^hen the cumin goes up on 
c og night of “Guys and 
at York High School, it 
will be a culmination of 
cooperative effort on the part 
of around 300 students, 
faculty, school administration, 
parents and other interested 
community residents. 

The Damon Runyan vehicle, 
with music and lyrics by 
Frank Loesser, will be presen¬ 
ted at the high school begin¬ 
ning on April 10 and con¬ 
tinuing through April 14* Mrs* 
Vera Rathkamp, school choral 
director, will produce the 
show, Mike Sullivan, head of 
the Drama Department, will 
be director. 

Damon Runyan, the 
itinerant reporter from 
Manhattan, wrote of the 
people of New York. His 
heroes were safe-blowers, har- 
dboiled sports, beer barons, 
crap shooters, horse players, 
gangsters and slangsters* 
“Guys and Dolls” swept the 
sophisticated New York 
"tdienee off its feet. 

___ 1'he plot of the musical cen- 
^ "s about a little-known 
iiyan story, “The Idyll of 
Sarah Brown,” enriched by a 
multitude of Runyan's typical 
Broadway characters* All of 
them are gamblers, and the 
action concerns them, their 
girls and their troubles — the 
chief trouble being the dif¬ 
ficulty of deciding between the 
roiling of the dice and the 
beating of the heart. 
Preparation for the produc¬ 


tion began almost a year ago. 
The musical was selected for 
presentation last June, Since 
that time, “lead-in” courses 
on all phases of production 
have been offered in the 
school's curriculum, York 
County secondary schools of¬ 
fer a new program called 
SCOPE (Student Centered Op¬ 
tional Program of Electives). 
SCOPE employs a pen- 
tamester system* During each 
nine-weeks marking period, 
the student elects certain 
required courses, and then is 
allowed a choice of classes in 
a continuing course of study* 
Academic credit is given for 
both required and elected 
courses. 

Each department involved 
in the musical followed the 
same general pattern of 
procedure as the Art Depart¬ 
ment* Under the guidance of 
Mrs. Lisa Mills — who also is 
serving as technical director 
for the show — students have 
been enrolled in a progression 
of preparatory art courses, 
Last fall, stage design was of¬ 
fered in the, second pen- 
tamester. During the course, 
students designed sets. 

According to Mrs, 
Rathkamp, many fresh, good 
ideas came out of the stage 
design class* The best ideas 
were incorporated into a final 
choice, she said* During this 
third peniamester, students 
are working on the actual 
realization* The old scenery 
used previously; has been 
painted out, and new scenery 
is being painted in* In addition 
to regular class members, 
other students also are par¬ 
ticipating in the project after 
school and on Saturdays* 

"There is artistic, as well as 
academic recognition” for 
those involved, Mrs* 
Rathkamp pointed out* She 
already has conducted a class 
in the Broadway musical, 
which took up music and 
drama together. 

The Drama Department, 
headed by Mike Sullivan, took 
up the technical, directing and 
administrative side of the 
musical, in addition to regular 
classes in drama and speech. 

Allan Wright, band director 
and orchestra leader, has been 
in charge of a stage band 
class. And since there are no 
string instruments in the 
band, area youths and adults N 
will provide this additional 


To Climax Ej Petiti 


section to the orchestra. All 
are experienced musicians 
who serve in local symphony 
or band groups* Miss Betty 
Rose Rathkamp, voice 
teacher, will work with 
soloists three afternoons a 
week, and will assist with the 
costumes. 

* Both the York High Choir 
and Stage Band get many 
requests each year to perform 


before community groups in 
and out of state. The band 
placed second in the U* $, 
High School Jazz Band com¬ 
petition at the 6th Inter¬ 
national Festival of Jazz, Mon- 
treuxi Switzerland. They also 
received a “first” at an An¬ 
nual Apple Blossom Grand 
Feature Parade one year. 

Miss Faye Van Dyke is show 
choreographer, and will * be 


assisted by Miss Janet Tuthill, 
Mrs, Eleanor Gregory and 
Miss Brenda Smith. Mrs. Van 
Dyke is one of the humanities 
teachers, and has had ten 
years experience in ballet and 
dance* All dance rehearsals 
are held after school* 

The business manager's 
duties will be handled by Steve 
Zalamus, social studies depar¬ 
tment. SeLling ads, drawing up 

i programs and sales of tickets 
will be under this group's 
aegis, which will enlist the aid 


H group of “ fntere; 
parents also are “taking 
in the production/’ 
pro v id in g hot m ea Is for 
show's rehearsing partici 
ts* Parents in a partic 
area get together, arrive 
suitable menu, prepare it, 
a designated parent takes 
the school to be served* 
“supper break” m held at 
regular dinner hour for 
pupils who begin practice 
ter school each day and * 
up their rehearsals nightl 
"no later than 9/’ I 


of a group of teachers, in- Rathkamp said* 


Mrs* Mary Lou Sawyer 


eluding Mrs* Norma Ahner. 

Mrs. Rolene Ramsey will be be in charge of posters, S 
house manager, “A unique construction will be su 
feature of the production,” vised by Andrew Brae 
Mrs* Rathkamp said, “is the Harvey Perkins will b« 
use of student directors. There charge of properties, and I 
will be four accompanists Barbara Davey, makeup, 
working in varied areas of Mrs* Dorothy Watkins, 
production* so that Mrs. cast hostess, keeps the sin 
Rathkamp will be free to act -q n voice”, by serving tea 
as an overseer of the total lemon as needed by the ch 
production. “It is a highly groups* 
systematized way of. 
working/' Mrs* Rathkamp 
said. 

Six weeks prior to tb 
auditions, interested student 
were given work sheets whici 
gave an analysis of eae. 
character. Copies of the play 
and show records wer 
available for study. 
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Cynthia Hart matches pictures with letter groups under watchful eyes of the 
teachers aide, Mrs. Sharon Gleason. 

Special Reading Instructors 
Help York School Pupils 


By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 
YORKTOWN - York 
County elementary students 
have a better chance this year 
of learning their “P’s” and 
“Q’s" than in the past due to a 
program which provides a 
full-time special* reading 
teacher ijp each school to help 
them with their problems, 
Yorktown Elementary led 
the way last year with the first 
full'time reading teacher, 
while other schools shared 
teachers with each other 
The reading teacher does 
not replace the regular 
teachers/ but supplements 
' them so that students'having 
trouble with reading do not 
trail behind* 

"‘Children are referred to 
me by the teachers and I con¬ 
duct testing, both formal and 
informal/' comments Mrs* 
Betty Griffin at Yorktown 
Elementary, 

4 i analyze their problems 
by the mistakes they make 
and then provide remedial in¬ 
struction* Each elementary 
school in York has a special 
reading teacher,” 

There are 30 teachers 
receiving help at Yorktown 
and they are divided into com- 
pre! ,ion and word building 

jy .. 

nave no more than four 
in a group at time 


“We also draw on television 
as a training aid, using such 
programs as 'The Electric 
Co,',” she said. 

The regular teachers 
provide a followup program 
for the pupils. 

“Now show us where the 
words go/' Mrs. Griffin direc¬ 
ted pupil Kearney Fox, one of 
those in a reading group. Fox 
immediately rearranged 
words on an easel, composing 
a sentence. 

Other students were asked 
to draw circles around certain 
combinations of letters, while 
others were asked to match 
pictures with the beginnings of 
words. 

The reading program was 
financed through federal funds 
last year, but has now been 
picked up as a regular county 
funded instructional project — 
the first full-time extensive 
supplemental reading 
* program for York. 

M We work with superb 

Talk Scheduled 
On Archaeology 

WILLIAMSBURG — 
“Recent Developments in 
Virginia Archaeology 1 ' will be 
the subject of an illustrated 
talk by Col, Howard A. 
M ^Cord Sr. when v. Greater 


readers* as well as those in 
need of special help," Mrs. 
Griffin said. 

“There are not many things 
you can do without a 
knowledge of reading. You 
almost have to have reading 
skiU^to survive now. It T s one 
of those necessities, it is hard 
to find employment if you 
can't read. 

“In the program* we try to 
coordinate materials so they 
are interesting. We use many 
sources other than textbooks, 
including encyclopedias and 
high interest-low vocabulary 
books. 

“Most of the children are 
drawn from the fourth through 
sixth grades.” 

Mrs. Griffin uses techniques 
which call for the par¬ 
ticipation of each pupil. 

“They learn by doing things 
themselves* touching and 
feeling,” she said* “Every 
chance I get I give them 
something they can handle,” 

The pupils get a lot of I 
writing on paper in the 
regular classroom, r A4 her 
techniques are usee the 
reading groups, 

“When they are in small 
groups, I can give them a lot 
of individual attention. 

“We hope they are now 
leaving school better prepared 
than ever before. 

“We try to make the 




Art Used 
To Pursue 


Three 

By KATHARINE KINNIER 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN - Pursuit of 
“the three R's” is a learning 
game at Magruder Elemen¬ 
tary School in York County. 

The imaginative creator of 
the educational monopoly is 
Mrs. Kathy Seek, art con¬ 
sultant. Through the use of a 
seemingly endless supply of 
ideas and art mediums, the 
youthful teacher makes the 
application of academic 
studies an enjoyable project. 

According to the school's 
principal, Herbert Deppe T it is 
“a reinforcement to skills 
taught,” He added further that 
it “provides a nice colorful at- * 
mosphere for youngsters to 
live in/' 

Her art program is prac¬ 
tically an all inclusive one. It 
includes the multi-facets of a 
wholesome, healthy life. In ad¬ 
dition to implementing 
curriculum studies, her exer¬ 
cises also invade the area of 
health* safety and recreation. 
There are many “Lake home" 
ideas of interest to child and 
adult alike. And each can be 
executed with a minimum of 
inexpensive materials. 

The basics of reading and 
writing are illustrated in 
several ways. Attractive fish 
cutouts are strung along a 
string. The inner fold notes the 
proper way to write both “lit- 
tie” a's through z's — and its 
capital counterpart, A fisher¬ 
man chart hangs beside the 
string of fish. As each letter is 
studied, it is checked off on 
the chart. In order to gain the 
audience of the maximum 
number of children, lire letter 
study is presented with 
variations in other “learning 
stations” at different locations 
in the school halls, A large 
“Snoopy' 1 cutout at another 
station has doghouses listing 
the alphabet letters. Yet 
another employs mushrooms, 

A picture dictionary con¬ 
tinues the next step in 
language study, Numbered 
word cards are chosen. The 
number is noted on a sheet of 
paper, the word looked up in 
a dictionary, and then inter* 
i preted in a painting by the 
child. The child learns that 


R’s 

some words have more than 
one meaning. For instance, 
one pupil illustrated the word 
“love” with hearts, a boy and 
girl and a pair of parents. 
Another used the flag, to 
denote love of country. 

Practical application of 
arithmetical studies are shown 
by a “perimeter box”. All 
sides and the circumference of 
the rectangular box are 
measured off by the use of a 
ruler, noted with the number 
of inches of each. 

Studies of different countries 
are presented in different 
w r ays. None follows a set pat* 
tern In addition to regular 
studies on Mexico, the pupils 
created original designs on 
fringed paper Mexican 
se r a p es, T h ese, too* were 
displayed for all the students 
to view. Studies on Virginia 
and Africa are illustrated with 
maps noting topography and 
resources of each. Students 
had an additional notebook on 
Africa* bound with artistic 
covers. 

Science is illustrated by 
cutouts showing the infinite 
variations in snowflake 
shapes. The basics of another 
learning tool used throughout 
a child's academic career is 
the display at another learning 
station, A primary step by 
step procedure for writing a 
story is listed beneath the 
legend, “Be An Author.” 

The various aspects of 
modern and traditional art are 
shown by a study of the 
various mediums used — 
crayon* watercolor, wash* 
press stroke* wet on wet and 
dry brush* Added dimension is 
given some posters with crum¬ 
pled tissue paper used for ap¬ 
propriate items, A “cartoon" 
version of a subject is m 
imaginative exercise for 
other art students. The 
children also have done 
silhouettes. And one created a 
picture of an entire town with 
newspaper cutouts, 

A healthy life through 
proper foods is illustrated with 
items included in a balanced 
diet* pasted onto attractive 
posters. 

Raggedy Ann and Andy 
groupings on another poster 
present an updated version of 
“living by the golden rule,” 



(Staff Pf>ot£> by Jim Jennings) 

York's art consultant with Jay Hit* and Peggy Priest. 


Safety practices on school 
buses are stressed with pic¬ 
torial scenes carrying the 
following admonitions — 
“Don't Be Loud on the Bus/ 1 
“Keep a Smile/ 1 “Keep Buses 
Clean/ 1 “Wait Until the Bus 
Stops*” and “Keep the Bus 
Driver Happy,” 

He creational pursuits 


necessary for a well-rounded 
way of life are not neglected. 
The teacher joins with her 
cliildrcn in a kite display. 
Vari colored construction 
paper kites with yam tails are 
individualized with pictures of 
each. 

Handicraft and homemaking 
are interwoven with art in the 


how*to construction of burlap 
place mats in varying designs. 
The sentimental appeal of 
holidays is carried out in 
posters with appropriate 
seasonal motifs, 

Magruder Elementary is 
located on Pennlman Road in 
York County. The road is the 
dividing line between York 


and James City Counties, 
Pupils living in the area direc* I 
tly across the street from 
Magruder attend James City 
and Williamsburg schools, 

Mrs, Seek is art consultant 
at three other elementary 
schools in York besides 
Magruder — Waller Mill, 
Yorktown and Bethel Manor, 
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String Music Program 
Okayed For York Schools 


By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 
YORKTOWN - The 
establishment of a string 
music program as part of the 
public school program in the 
county was urged Monday 
night by Mrs. (X L. Fricke at a 
meeting of the York County 
School Board, The program 
was approved by the board. 
The board referred a 


proposed school budget of $9 
million to the York Board of 
Supervisors for consideration, 
A motion to request the 
board of supervisors to also 
consider capital outlay 
projects at Tabb and York 
High Schools was approved, 
including a request from in¬ 
structor Robert L. Anderson 
for construction of two ad¬ 
ditional tennis courts. 


Mrs, Fricke and several 
others have taught classes on 
a private tuition basis at some 
schools in York County since 
1968. Classes are being held at 
Dare, Waller Mill, and 
Magruder Annex schools. 
There are about 30 students in 
the string classes, with £0 
enrolled in the York youth or¬ 
chestra. About 82 pupils who 
have string instruction are in 
York's schools. 

Mrs. Fricke presented a 
petition asking for county 
financing of the program, sig¬ 
ned by 218 people. 

School board member 
James Hopson admitted he 
had already signed the 
petition and member Robert 
Fulton said he was in favor of 
the program, noting a mem¬ 
ber of his family plays base in 
the Williamsburg Youth Or¬ 
chestra. 

“I hear quite a lot about it 
over the breakfast table/' he 
said. 

Assistant Superintendent 
Donald Bruno said that a 
program which included two 
part-time teachers in the 
beginning with classes at eight 
elementary schools would cost 
$6,340, The second year of 
operation with two full-time 
teachers would cost an 
estimated $18,620, this going to 
$27,475 in the third year with 
three full-time teachers. 

Mrs. Fricke recommended 
holding the classes to the four¬ 
th, fifth and sixth grade levels 
in the beginning. 

Bruno explained that now 
classes are held after school 
and students have to arrange 
their own transportation to 
classes, as we ll as n ay tuition. 







PopeReappointed 
Head Of Schools 

YGRKTOWN “ The York County School Board Monday 
ri &hk in routine action, rea ppointed George H. Pope as superin¬ 
tendent of schools/ 

Mrs^Marian Bowditch, chairman, complimented Mm on his 
ac com plishments. 

Pope replied that during his eight years here, the board of 
supervisors has provided strong financial support for the school 
board's programs, 

“ The b oard of supervisors in dealing with the eight budgets 
sent to them only cut one, and actually increased the amount of 
two of them/* Pope explained. 

The superintendent told the board that its application for ex* 
panding the headstart type program at Magruder Annex is one 
of two out of nine selected for further consideration, Mrs, June 
Yeates ( director of the parent-child development center of the 
school and Edwin Morris of the school board staff will go to 
Denver to further explain the program to authorities, he said. 

The bo ard a pproved a “meals on wheels" prog ram which ' 
will"provide meals cooked in schooIsTburfinanceTby the VPI 1 
Exlension^ervice, York Social Service Bureau, York Volunteer 
Association/ !!dme Dernonstrati on Cubs and fluS^ches 

and other interested"parties, to those people who are unable to 
receive adequate meals for one reason or another. 

Included would be the aged, the handicapped and con* 
valescent. 

The sponsors will pay for all meals and services at actual 
costs for food and labor. 

Mrs, Virginia Cervi recommended the program be approved 
and commented the burden imposed by the request is insig¬ 
nificant. 

The board referred to the board of supervisors a Peninsula 
VocationabTechnical Education Center budget calling for a 
$50,000 share from York, 

fUchgr d Hill, representing the Colonial Soil and Water Con- 
servation District, presented a conservation film, rt Ar liook at 
Virginia T s Na tura l Resources/ 1 for use in county schools/ 




York School 
Bus Drivers 
Attend Course 

YORKTOWN - A National 
S afety i Co ij tP^il De fensi ve. 
Driving Course js under way 
at the Driver Training 
Building at York High School 
and 23 York school bus drivers 
are attending the series* ' 

Newport News Police Sgt. 
Mai Hallett, Sgt. Layton Rice 
and Mrs. Evangeline Fox, 
York transportation Super¬ 
visor, are instructors for the 
course. 

The standardized c ourse is 
prepared by the National 
Safety Council, which requires 
four two-hour sessions of con¬ 
centrated instruction. 

Mis* Fox said it is designed 

to_make graduates more 

careful of proper following 
distances and braking distan¬ 
ces, more alert and courteous, 
more conscious of vehicle con-, 
dition and abuse and more 

■ aware, of road, weather and 
their own emotional conditons. 

"Tl trains drivers in 
professional traffic accident 
avoidance techniques and 
promotes an attitude of cour- 
i making, 

our highways safer and more 
civilized,” she said. 

All York County School bus 
drivers will attend a “Drug 
Abuse" workshop either at 
Magruder Elementary School 
today or at Yorktown Inter¬ 
mediate School May 10, con¬ 
ducted by York Deputy Sheriff 

■ Darrell Warren. 
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Vitality Pervades Atmosphere 
In Tahb High School Library 

By KATHARINE KINNIER 


Staff Reporter 

YORK! OWN-Vitality 
pervades the atmosphere in 
the library at Tabb High 
School, 

Mrs, Nettie Morgan, 
librarian, encourages the 
relaxed pursuit of 
knowledge engaged in by 
the showcase high school 
students. A “No Silence” 
sign prominently displayed 
on the library wall, further 
fosters the informal ex¬ 
change between the library 
directors and student 
visitors. 

Mrs. Cindy Ford, assistant 
librarian, shares duties with 
Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Helen 
Hubbard is library aide. 
Three work-study students 
complete the library's staff. 
They are a part of the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps, 
and must be enrolled in 
vocational courses in order 
to qualify for their jobs. 

Mrs, Morgan paused inter¬ 
mittently from her job of 
cataloguing books in her of¬ 
fice, to answ-er inquiries of 
one sort or another posed by 
students. Two students 
came to ask Mrs. Morgan if 
they might assist with the 
library work in some way. 
The usual library ''hush” is 
absent, as students study or 

- read for recreation m one or 
the various areas of the 
multi-purpose room. 

Some study in solitude in 
a carrel. There are eleven 
of these “study booths” 
located to one side of the 
main portion of the library. 
Bookcases are ranged 
almost completely around 
the walls of this section, and 
are placed in random 
groupings about the 
' room.Selection of shelf titles 
is not the sole province of 
the library staff, according 
to Mrs, Morgan. 4i We 
definitely encourage 
teachers and studetns to 
help” with new additions. 
She w ould like more student- 
teacher involvement, Mrs, 
Morgan says, and asks for 
suggestions. 





{Staff Photo by flan 5 v Morr) 

Mrs. Nettie Morgan, Librarian, Catalogues Library Gift Books, 
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Library’s Browsing Area Provides Informal Reading Area. 


A sunken, octagonal forms 
the browsing area centering 
the room* A representative 
portion ol the 105 periodicals 
to which the library sub¬ 
scribes, are displayed for 
perusal. And a newspaper 
rack houses daily 
newspapers published in 
and out of the state — Daily 
Press, The Times-Herald, 
Hampton Monitor, Rich¬ 
mond Times-Dispatch, The 
Christian Science Monitor 
and Sunday editions of The 
.New York Times. Tandem 
units of contour chairs may 
be moved about for desired 
seating arrangements. They 
are upholstered in vari¬ 
colored material m a 'zenra- 
striped pattern, other ben¬ 
ches and chairs about the 
library feature orange, 
which is the school color, 
and other hues of green, 
blue and yellow. Floors are 
green-carpeted throughout. 

No silence also applies in 
glass-walled conference 
rooms, where students may 
practice skits, listen to 
cassette tapes, records, etc. 
The latter audio-visual 
reference materials are 
housed in the library 
storage room. Most of these 
were obtained under federal 
grant, Mrs* Morgan said- 


Mrs* Morgan follows a 
new library trend in cir¬ 
culation practices, also. 
“Everything” circulates she 
said. This includes any and 
all reference material — en¬ 
cyclopedias, newspapers, 
periodicals, etc* There is no 
limit on the number of 
books which may be 
checked out, she said* Only 
audio-visual equipment 
must remain at the school, 
she continued* 

The main library now con¬ 
tains six books per child, 
Mrs* Morgan said* Present 
goal is ten, she added* New 
library books are obtained 
in different ways* A number 
of editions were donated by 
students and teachers 
following National Library 
Week, April 8-14. A book 
drive conducted by students 
was one of the activities ob¬ 
serving the event* 

Federal grants fund others 
library additions* Mrs* Ford 
recently has returned from 
a book jobber. Jobbers, 
Mrs. Ford explained, have a 
showroom, where there is a 
collection of books from dif¬ 
ferent publishers* One title 
of each available book is 
displayed on shelves for 
perusal by. prospective 
buyers* Mrs* Ford spent 


omy a part of the sum allot¬ 
ted the school under a 
federal Title II project fund* 
She plans a future trip to 
another jobber, hoping’ to 
secure other books not 
available at the first job¬ 
ber's showroom. 

Before making a trip, the 
1 librarians get requests from 
teachers* If an exact title is 
not suggested, an effort is 
made secure related books 
in a particular area of 
study. For example, if the 
Humanities Department had • 
“The Beat Generation 1 ’ as a 
study topic, Mrs* Ford 
might select books about 
such a personality as Elvis 
Presley. She would select 
related or complementary 
books according to requests) 
from the various depart-' 
merit heads. Some books, 
divorced from study and 
related texts, are purchased 
l purely for recreational 
reading, Mrs* Morgan said 

Each of the school’s 
various departments con- 
tarns “classroom sets” of 
books and other curriculum- 
related tomes. 

The open door policy 
adopted by Mrs* Morgan ap¬ 
parently is an effective one. 
Students were working is 
practically every area of the 
well-filled room- There are 
no “study halls” at the 


school. Students have 
definite classes throughout 
the day* They are alowed to 
go to the library, if they 
desire, when their 
classroom studies are com¬ 
pleted* They do not need a 
pass* Permits for library 
visitation are needed only 
when an entire class will be 
using the facilities. Prior 
arrangements must be 
made for this, Mrs. Morgan 
said. 

Mrs. Morgan and Mrs* 
Ford take day-by-day turns 
at the circulation desk, and 
in the library office. 

Two windows flank either 1 
side of the library entrance* 
Mrs* Ford described them 
as being as large as a 
department store window* 
library displays are inter¬ 
spersed from time to time 
•with windows arranged by 
classes, clubs* art or | 
athletic groups* 

A recent exhibit was one 
arranged by tlje Navy 
Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps group at the 
school. It had to be tern- 
| porarOy dismantled when a 
component of the display — 
the American flag — was 
needed for participation by 
the naval group in a Loyalty 
Day Parade. One or both of 
the group’s commanding of¬ 
ficers was obliged to make 
an unscheduled nocturnal 
visit to the school, to secure 
the necessary flag. 
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FOR YORK TEACHERS 


Writing History ‘Textbooks 


By KATHARINE KINNIER 
Staff Reporter 

Two interpreters of York County history have amassed 
staggering studies of that locale. Mrs. Thelma Hansford 
and Mrs, Helen Holben, officially are government teachers 
on the York High School faculty* Unofficially, they are 
researchers of the first rank, 

They are flanked by a formidable staff of enthusiastic 
and energetic students, who have very nearly exhausted 
the many ramifications of past and present county history. 

Between them, Mrs. Hansford and Mrs. Holben have 
set up a course which focuses not only on governmental 
structure and duties, but a composite picture of govern* 
ment in relation to history and geography. 

The class is an outgrowth of the SCOPE program, 
which has been adopted by York schools on a countrwide 
basis. SCOPE - or Student Centered Optional Program of 
Electives - allows students to study subjects at the in¬ 
dividual student’s pace and interest level. Almost 
simultaneous with the institution of SCOPE, was a further 
requirement by The Virginia State Board of Education. 

This group stipulated that United States government 
classes have one nine-weeks' unit on local government. 

Mrs. Hansford had no official text to use for study of 
York County government. She wrote a comprehensive 
booklet of the county’s governmental structure. Duties of 
each office and official were defined. From time to time, 

Hansford augmented this basic volume with other 
[H tets on the county covering its history from ”16th Cen- 
idfry Exploration** to “20th Century and Continued Develop* 
merits. TT The mimeographed materials serve as basic class 
texts. She is assisted in the continuing compilations by her 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Hogg Ironmonger of Seaford, who 
has written a number of books and papers on the subject. 

The teacher duo has encouraged additional research by^ 
students in their classes. They have drawn up what theyfeS^ 
term pupil performance requirements. This is a sheet 
listing 27 suggested study topics. Each student is required . 

to complete at le&st eight of these. 

In pursuit of this assignment, the student researchists : & 
have called up every facet of information media. They rely 
heavily on local daily newspapers for current data, and 
delve into back files In the newspaper library for in for- ^ 
mat ion on events of past years. They prepare their own ^SSf< 
visual aids to illustrate their studies. The large room in j* 
which they w'ork is literally crammed with the students* 
completed works. They include laminated maps, illustrated 
booklets on innumerable topics, all sorts of original artt$|SMl$ 
projects, colorful maps and posters, slides and transparent 
cies which may be thrown by projector onto the ceiling. 

The students have conducted interviews and 1 visited 
various interest sites in the county to get first hand 
material. They have gone to college and area libraries. The r ' 

in-depth studies have resulted in student lectures. The class \ 

study room also has a mini-museum which houses varied JP| ; -$J 
artifacts gathered by the different students. It includes bot- 
ties, parts of a plow, a connon, bullets and a brick from an ||1|M 
abandoned kiln. One student even made a dugout canoe ^ w 
d Sng the class period. 4jg 

e We get so enthused over them,” Mrs. Hansford said, .\¥* 
ft* failing student accomplishments. JBp 

In 1961, another student wrote a history of the Naval J : 
Weapons Station at Yorktown. The base commander was so 
impressed with the work, he asked permission to have 
copies printed for distribution to personnel. Mrs* Hel 


Mrs. Hansford spoke with pride of yet another former 
student who currently is serving on the Bicentennial Com¬ 
mission, 

Mrs. Hansford and Mrs. Holben carry cameras 
wherever they go, in their effort to find further interest 
areas for their students. In addition to continuing York 
County studies, they plan now to branch out into the 
surrounding areas of Williamsburg and Jamestown, which 
affect York County. 

The two teachers have been members of the faculty at 
York High School ever since it first opened its doors in 1954. 

“We came in with the bricks,” Mrs. Hansford laughed. 
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DURING TRIP TO ENGLAND 

York Teacher Gains Rapport 



Mrs. Portia Turner, York High faculty member in 
the Humanities Department, stands before a 
bulletin board on English author William 
Shakespeare in her classroom at the school. 


With History 


By KATHARINE KINN1ER 
StafF Reporter 
YORKTOWN—Mrs, Portia 
Turner achieved a rapport 
with history and place 
during her summer trip to 
England, The York High 
School English teacher 
traveled abroad as one of a 
112-member lay witness 
team from a number of 
southern churches. The 
widow of the iate Rev. Ar¬ 
cher V. Turner is a member 
of Union Baptist Church, 
Gloucester* where Mr. Tur¬ 
ner was pastor. 


Mrs. Turner is 
knowledgeable on most of 
the sites of interest she 
visited during her two- 
month stay* because of her 
extensive studies of English 
literature and history. Many 
of the place names were ( 
identical to those in this sec¬ 
tion—York, Keswick, Hamp- # 
ton, Warwick, Denbigh, 
Sherwood Forest, Surrey 
and Richmond. 

She was guest while there 
of the John Goulds or 
Knowsley, at their home in 
a surburban area - part of 
and named after - Lord Der¬ 
by's estate near Liverpool. 
Knowsley became world 
famous recently, when Lord 
Derby sold a Van Dyck 
painting to purchase an 
elephant be houses with 
other animals in his “Safari 
Park 1 ' on the grounds. 


Shortly after her arrival, 
she toured London by night. 
She watched the changing of 
the guard at Buckingham , 
Palace the next morning. 
She then hired a taxi from 
noon to 7:30 in the evening, 
and visited London’s Hamp¬ 
ton Court Palace and Wind¬ 
sor Castle. Thereafter, she 
relived historical events at 
their sites in the company of 
her hosts, “who took her 
somewhere every day 
during daylight hours, and 
every weekend/* She 
visited Carnaervon Castle, 
Wales, where the investiture 
of Prince Charles was held, 
and toured other places 
there, as well. 

She attained further iden¬ 
tification with America's 
"mother country,” when the 
lay witness group presented 
official greetings from 
Virginia's Governor Lin* 
wood Holton, at a tea given 
in their honor by the Lord 
Mayor of Nottingham. 

Mrs, Turner walked two 
miles back into Sherwood 
Forest to see the old trees* 
one of which is purported to 
date back to the days of 
Robin Hood. She visited Not* 
tingham Castle where Robin 
Hood is reputed to have out¬ 
witted the sheriff. 

Numbers of other castles 
were included in her 
itinerary. Craigmillar Castle 
near Edinburgh, was poin* 
ted out as the place oc¬ 
cupied by Mary Queen of 
Scots, during the time she 
supposedly plotted the mur¬ 
der of her husband. Lord 
Darnly, she said She 
viewed Buckingham Palace 
and the Tower of London, 
where the same queen and 
Ann Boleyn were beheaded. 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Queen 
Elizabeth and Sir Thomas 
More also were imprisoned 
there. 


Many, many kings had 
lived at Hampton Court 
1 Palace, she said, and it once 
was the home of Henry VIII 
and Ann Boleyn. She viewed 
the Crown Jewels in the ! 
Tower of London. 1 

She saw Denbigh Castle, 
Wales: Warwick Castle near 
Coventry, occupied by the 
duke of the same name, and 
Blenheim, home of the Duke 
and Duchess of 
Marlborough, and birthplace 
of Winston Churchill, late 
prime minister of Great 
Britain. 

**I visited the beautiful 
estate, ‘Chatsworth/ home 
of the Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire," She also sat in ! 
on English Crown Court 
proceedings in Liverpool, 
and saw three cases tried 
with traditionally bewigged 
judges and barristers. 

One of the rooms in Ham* 
pton Court Palace, near 
London, used by William¬ 
sburg's patrons - King 
William and Queen Mary * 
still contained the same fur¬ 
niture, she said. “There 
were extensive kitchens 
there, where meals for as 
many as a thousand people 
had been prepared, she said. 

| “The number of diners was 
so great,” she advised, 
“because the courties ate 
with the king and queen. 

During her six day stay in 
Scotland, she visited Edin¬ 
burgh Castle, and went as 
far as Inverness. “At Loch 
Lomond, we looked, but saw 
no monster,” she said. She 
saw kilted Scottish dancers, 
bagpipe players and heard 
Scottish folk songs. She 
visited famed Princess 
Street shopping area. 

In the town of Banbury, 
she saw Banbury Cross, and 
the “world famed York 
Cathedral in York. She 


f 






toured old and new Coven¬ 
try Cathedral. Bombed 
during World War IT, the 
cathedral's ruins are located 
next to the new cathedral 
built as'a memorial, with 
contributions from all over 
the world. 

At Windsor Castle, she 
saw a display of costumes 
used in the production of 
Henry VIII, shown on 
educational TV. Queen 
Elizabeth II was there at 
the time of her visit, Mrs. 
Turner said. She also saw 
Edward VIII Chapel, where 
services were held for him 
following his death. 

Stratford-U pom A von was 
another place she viewed. 
And when someone canceled 
tickets for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's 
production of “Borneo and 
Juliet,” she was able to at¬ 
tend with her hosts. 

She visited Keswick where 
Lamb, Shelley, Keats and 


Coleridge wrote. On her tour 
of the Lake District, she 
went to UUswater, in¬ 
spiration for William Word- 
worth's “Daffodils,” and 
other writings by him and 
his sister, Dorothy, while 
they lived in Grassmere. 
She took a boat ride on Lake 
Windemere. 

Haworth, parsonage home 
of the Bronte sisters—early 
Gothic authors of such 
novels as “Jahe Eyre” and 
“Wuthering Heights” — in¬ 
terested her, as did walks 
on the moor. The latter so 
impressed her, she said she 
would “like to go back 
there.” She saw Newstead 
Abbey where Lord Byron 
lived and wrote his poetry. ' 

Historic Boscobel House 
near Birmingham was 
another of the homes she 
visited. It was there, she 
stated, that Charles II had 
hidden from Cromwell’s 
men at the time of the 


English civil war. “There 
was a trap door in the up¬ 
stairs floor,” she recounted. 
"A woman stood over it, 
and covered it with her 
skirts during a search of the 
house, so Cromwell would 
not find the king. Charles II 
escaped later through a 
panel in the wall, and hid in 
a tree outside all day. They, 
still have a descendant of 
that tree growing on the 
place,” she said. 

“There were beautiful, 
original oil paintings at 
castles and homes 
throughout England,” at all 
the homes she saw, she 
said. She and the lay team 
which she accompanied 
went where they were in¬ 
vited while in England- 
Coventry, London, Not¬ 
tingham. Mrs, Turner 
visited at a Methodist chur¬ 
ch, while other members of 
the group went to Anglican 
and Baptist churches. Mrs. 


Turner was the only church 
representative from this 
area. Other delegates were 
from Tennessee, North 
Carolina, Florida, Kentucky 
and Richmond. During her 
stay in England, she atten¬ 
ded Page Moss Lane Baptist 
Church, Liverpool, with her 
hosts. 

The Goulds served their 
regular meals while she was 
their guest, she said, but 
whenever she asked about a 
special dish, they prepared 
it for her - as was the case 
with steak and kidney pie. 
She “thought English 
cooking very good,” she 
volunteered. She became 
quite a tea drinker, she 
said. It was served 
throughout the day, she of¬ 
fered. She found English 
family life “hospitable, 
friendly and leisurely,” she 
said, and from her obser¬ 
vation, “Englanders seemed 

to enjoy life. They get a 
great deal done. Afternoon 
tea time, the Goulds reser¬ 
ved for relaxation and a 
time to converse with her 
and their two daughters, she 
said. 

Mrs. Turner’s people are 
from Yorkshire, she said, 
and the Goulds are .looking 
up something on her grand¬ 
father for her. She is 
making preparations for the 
Goulds * visit to her 
Gloucester home, and Mrs. 
Turner hopes to go back to 
England. 



I 











O. 5. ivivit^T 


c MOOi. 


\ ^ ^ 


^ 1 .. * 
V. * 

... .-4 .*v V 


,’iO ' A.Sj *} A If*-. >7*'o 


l-J , 

l- 1 £ 


3£o £ ? A-CRZ%> 


, o-/- rc-tfia- nv H.&0Jr5Ro W_ i 


% m • • .” 1 


O- oe^4W\€ 


, \ 


‘.7 1 

V’ / ' £ 

.,1 t 

$ , i z 

: .i' 


0* 7 X ' 
V s 
/ £ 


/ 

Q. 

£ 


CQ\,QH1 AV- viAT.lC.Vi4*'- H*V5>T£»5^C«fe.v P'A.KV^ 
-v 7 v.\'\% HWSAN'fe'S £>T- 


YO v.t. CO HJ WtLV »\\ltr 









( 


( 




tut 




£> ^ 




£&U-r<-U/ 


fai^yi, Hu^L, AU~1 fait y ^ 

qZZ* n. 

, •' ' 

/XJt^Ji^ ' I - £-CC 

DW^ Ho A l#f- CoL 





c. 


llpi-a. 

J /o// f h ^ 


'j'&i 

^UlSTt&lstj JX'O.'TXL XsUkti{S f^C'i 


■^urur 



Uja~3 


U^y^ (jducJ^ ^U^k. jis/U 

j s\*y^si>sd(fl , ~if^/l4sO s>y/ &—r~^ &■/ 

\^/Ot<r' Cf o—J a. o/ -U, 

\yr>t&ttgrv(ds 

t i ^ ot T^> (Un*yX*s%s iy cr£ 

fjXlaJ /VKrCrttfto o^i^CL X^L (jsjuiXZcr^ cf 

j / / v" / D 

X%€ ?W»-W^ ^ 7 4< &a\X^ <H+n*M3, Ory^Ly, ^ 

^--'H. / 3 i/v tj(yi/fa f-jy A. jLsLcjfbt^ 

iej oJ-&n^A L ,vU ST OCuOJ u{ C Y 7 ^ 

^ U$vk ^ kc*X ~&ooy$ X/ur ^ 

\tX&'C Co&t^-aJ! 4L^ JjA. 

|5"S <5^ (fcMrvJ ^73^/ t /A, 

tjoiA Cc^cCtj jo £■ db^nX^-'l-y • ~f 

,sh\ju^j Luo'J lr&x^ijLc<4 o~*> '~kkf 

f look/ ^uX kur, csc tl &. / ~1 cn^. 0/^4 

tQ^(/X oXj ^friA-/cuj^ - '^A^yiXtr^ r JXj Luyy 

J^a- Xu~t c^^-i. ^Lu^Ury (d fa-e tAUus 4 €/LhX 

Jsdsi^l Ui-tsif C^JiyiX&L /f&JCLv/Xi ^w ;i( ^ 







-^(yi/yv'JL 'L-Ct f Cjpdfy) f 

WUs^L o~J> &*< ti*y**, 

j )j <XC ^'Lccry^ 1&L uX^£A.\^y J\Oa^o 

cyXL^> . ^-A C^ee^_ ^za^lX y 

C&^Xk^q s>uX Ctf^/Ov 

s&le^ So^l ^ *-y X A * isi&Xf 

f a 'Jrfocs'k&^H J a^A CtXoXcA JC 


fj^a Lr&v 'fU a 

.s'&iAAjZj ‘f. °w~df Gy£t~X^ 

<yur^ *~ fti^r • jdi-X 

(pr&? O^L-x.yetjpA’ [pi d&cA -ff^ Qxi^^fts 

&yutasf<Cc^ b t'fmlcXb 'Wcficj 

f/uXtce f ^ Xa 

’ i^">\_ Ck o(*bCbteut& fc y* ') 

MvCj <yl ~tU £L^r^lXu '^t'XJ b 

stcT.+J a~^l fjiAMd / ^ cctf, l^Xic 'Qr'tX 

i>b^. '~fo 4 ^ 4 --v^ V ‘C <7 ~j~c L*J >-v L<r>\ " 

-4dJud ~tAd? X&^d Jjyi 2~5 ^tMA<J ( 

/Xedd iX - '£•©'' -^dd. XC- 5 
bCj^dfi ) aXr-y^ <-\s'Vtb ^ro^iA<rt^ (ytX-l\ ^L&X0 
<y^ JL&v^d ^ C &t/*<y^' i ' r ^ ** a 
cOZ<4. ^) . tj,/pd? CcflA^Xj A Lc-X fj tr*^f 
_( *A ^ -/^ ^k*Xlr*<f 

j wottsiiA diA fnX CffX'irJZdj *a*j / 







br** . 7/Uo L, ' 

W ytrx^c 

ft, ^ l / ‘y^^u^.u 

C kety* ^^c-uj- _$>£:*£. 


°^ "^tC-e fru;>u ^4 







lounay t ion # w Ilfln Xt?n *<s* *rtU ^(rap^ 4 t^^u^il 

for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities of Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. See Teed Book 42, page 522. Being 
the Thirty-third parcel described in and conveyed by 
the aforesaid deed from Howard Ferris, Junior, and 
wife to Jemestown Corporation, recorded as above stated. 

PARCH, no. 20 / 

That certain lot of land in York County, Vir¬ 
ginia, designated R3 tot Y., on Hudgins' Plan of 
Yorktown, recorded in York County Clerk's Office in 
Deed Book No. 21 page 499, and being the lot conveyed 
to Investment Corporation by deed recorded in Deed 
Book No. 30, page 535. Being the Forty-third parcel 
described in and conveyed by the aforesaid deed from 
Howard Ferris, Junior, and wife, to Jamestown Cor¬ 
poration, recorded as above stated. 

All of which parcels, lots and tracts of land were 
conveyed by one or the other of three deeds from Investment Cor¬ 
poration to Peninsula Land Company, Inc,,, which deeds are re¬ 
corded in York County Clerk's Office in Deed Book No. 31 pages 
309, 399 and 429 respectively; and convoyed to Malcolm NcAvoy, 
Trustee, by the deed of trust from Peninsula Land Company and 
others, recorded in York County Clerk's Office in Becd Book 
No. 32, page 377; and being parts of the sane property conveyed 
to Howard Ferris, Junior, by deed from W. E. Hogg and E. Randolph 
Williams, Special C omission era, datod January 28, 1930, and re¬ 
corded in York County Deed Book No. 44, pages 522-532, said con¬ 
veyance having hcen duly directed by docreo of the Circuit Court 
of York County, Yirginia, onterod January 11, 1930, in a chancery 
suit therein then pending under the ohort name and style of 
Howard Ferris, in his own right, end eo Substituted Trustee, v. 

J. F. Braun, et als; and being portions of the property conveyed 
to Jamestown Corporation by deed from Howard'Ferris, Junior, and 


wife hereinabove ^refured to 
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All that portion of the tract of .lend situated 
n Nelson District, York County, Virginia, knoT/n as 
Edgchill Farm,* the portion hereby conveyed containing 


* 



Two hundred sixty-six (206) acroc, more or leas, but 
sold and convoyed in >^rosc and not by the eci’G, the 
part of the Ldgehill Earn hereby convoyed being bounded 
on the North or Northwest by tho ole County road lead* 
in*; from the Yorktown-Fu-ipiQU I’uin road to V/arwick 
Comity, and by an old ditch; on the Hist by tho old 
York L^v;n-I lamp town 'lain ro- d and by tho lends of Loot or 
FuxwcjLl, formerly owned by halt or Cooko, and by tho lands of hin- 
atm Cooke and Alice Cooko, hoiTr.orly owned by Dr* 3, 0* Cooko; 
on the South or Southwest by the lander of David Yeatmcn, Jackson 
Taliaferro T s heira and others; and by tho portion of Edychill 
Farm not conveyed by this dcod; and on the k f e 3 t by tho land 
of tho Cit; of Newport IIeras, formerly owned by the Old Dominion 
^Land Company, Sac deeds recorded in Deed Book CO, pages 
42 ( <ku, 40, 51, 101 and 103, Tho South or Southeast line 
of tho land hereby conveyed shall extend In r westerly 
direction, the course being 3* 45 £5* V**, ns shown on the 

blue print hereinafter referred to, which line us appearing 
on said blu'j urint is to he continued in the srrne course 
until it strikes the said Isnd of the City of Newport News. 

The portion of Edrchill Farm horeb*. conveyed, end also the 
portion thereof not conveyed by this dee^, which unconveyed 
portion contains about 123 acres, both appear on a bluo print 
unp, e copy of which io hereto attached as a pnri^ of this 
deed, find another copy of which-is to.be delivered to tho 
Clerk for recordation in t e current plat Book along with 
this deed, will eh blue print ftaps aro made iron a plot dated 
Soptr her 1, 1902, by A’oricon Cement Engineering Company for 
tho Investment Corporation, surveyed by Walter C* Cater, said 
*Jjlct being of the Cooke Estate* The land embraced in Parcel 
No. 12 being a part of^ parcel Fifteen diseribed in and convened 
by the aforesaid deed fron Howard Porris, Junior, to Jamestown 
Corporation, recorded as above stated. 
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SCOPE 

Starting this year, York High School has a new learning system 
in progress. The new system is titled Student Centered Optional 
Program Of Electives (SCOPE). There are good points, bad points, 
good opinions, and bad opinions concerning the program. In this 
system is the PPR (basic Pupil Performance Requirements^ a phase 
coined by the SCOPE program, I will attempt to explain the 
system as.I see it and include some of my personal experiences* 

The first thing one would have to know before attempting to 
understand SCOPE, is the basic requirements, thus: 

1. A student will be permitted to double in any 
given subject area only once per pentemester. Only 
with special permission from his counselor, 
appropriate coordinator, and the principal, may 

he do otherwise. 

2. All 9M? grade students will be required to take 

a full year of English within the following limits: 

a. Communication Skills 

b. Literary Exploration 

c. A reading course depending on the reading 
skill level as determined by achievement 

in the first two courses other than Speed Reading, 

d. Either Language Composition and word study, 
or Composition* 




3. fit both High Schools (York and Tabb), a sequence of 
English courses, leading to advanced placement 
world literature in the senior year for students with 
an IQ roughly 130 or higher, with achievements in all 
subjects of A or B. Students in accelerated sequences 
are expected to maintain such an average or drop the 
course. 

A. PPR's for all English courses will include at least 
one for which the student must write proficiently. 

5. To graduate ahead of one's class, a student and his parents 
must decide prior to the beginning of the eleventh year 
and have the student's program approved. 

6. Far a student to drop a continuous course, a conference 

must be held with the teacher, the student's counselor, 
and the parent. "Continuous" courses include the fol¬ 
lowing: electronics, Clerk-Typist I and II, Steno I and 

II, Clerical Accounting, C.Q.E., I.C.T., □. E., 
vocational home economics, and the Vo-Tech sequences. 
Certain other skill-building or sequential courses, 
such as foreign language, math, some of the sciences, 
and industrial technology must fallow the same 
procedure. The parent will then write a letter -to 

be placed in the student's folder, giving permission 
for the course to be dropped. 
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7. fill students, except those an work-study programs, are 
expected to have six classes every year. 

8. Establishment df courses depends on the number 
of students selecting them, the availability of 
appropriate materials, qualified teachers, and 
scheduling without conflicts. 

SCOPE courses are nine weeks long. Four SCOPE courses taken 
in a specific subject equals one credit in that subject. 

Courses sequential in nature, such as mathematics, some sciences, 
Foreign languages, health and physical education, fall under 
the SCOPE concept in a limited degree. These are generally 
taken as full year courses. Some of these subjects will have 
portions required in sequence. Report cards are issued every 
nine weeks. 

(Requirements for graduation, see chart) 

There are obvious advantages and disadvantages to the SCOPE 
program. The program needs adjustments which keeps the facualty 
continually working; therefore, little time is left for the 
student-teacher conference. The student is given nine weeks 
to learn his particular subject matter, at times, this is 
not enough time. 

* 

Concerning PPR's, they are fine unless the workload becomes 
too great. Corrections are needed to make the workload 
equivalent to the nine week pentemester period. 
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Requirements for Graduation 8,9,10,11,12 


Subject Areas 
English, 

Virginia & U. S. Government 

Virginia and U. S. History 

World History and/or World 
Geography 

Mathematics 

Laboratory Science 

Physical Education 

Electives 


Units 

5 

1 

1 


Number of SCOPE 
Pentamesters Required 

20 

A 

4 


1 

2 

2 

3 

8 


4 

a 

a 

12 

32 






With the bad, there is also goad* Exams have been eliminated. 
With a change in classes each nine weeks, there would be no 
way to have end-af-the-year exams. There is variety with 
SCOPE, every nine weeks a change - variety. It's school in a 
different manner, with one thing in common with other schools, 
learning! 
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York Country pas the 
capability of running 
on a year round basis 
with SCOPE - the mini- 
courses offered make 
this possible. 

SCOPE stands for:Stu¬ 
dent Centered Optional 
Program of Electives, 
but also means Schools 
Continuously Operation' 
al for Program Excell¬ 
ence * 

The program was pre¬ 
sented to the state 
Board of Education last 
year and was approved 
for this year as an ex¬ 
periment. It will cost 
more to run the school 
on this system than the 
old one, however, if It 
works state financial 


aid will be offered to 
help out. 

SCOPE will break the 
year into five parts 
called pentamesters 
with a two day space 
between each one* This 
space will be used by 
teachers to prepare for 
the next pentamester. A 
student needs to com¬ 
plete four of the Five 
sessions to receive one 
credit in each course 
taken. The remaining 
pentamester raav be used 
as a vacation, a makeup 
period for a failed 
subject, or as a way to 
get ahead and finisli 
school early. Anyone of 
the pentamesters may be 
used to do this. 


United 


The S.5. United 
States, superliner and 
queen of the U.S. Mer¬ 
chant fleet is causing 
quite a stir among area 
residents- The contro¬ 
versy arises from the 
plans of Grafton busi¬ 
nessman Stanley Gurley 
to dock the United 
States in the York 
River as a tourist at¬ 
traction. Mr. Gurley 
represents a group of 
concerned citizens, 
which reportedly 
includes Congressman 
Thomas N* Downing, who 
are using their 
pressure to bring the 
liner to the York River. 

Mr. Gurley has the 
avowed support of Mr. 
Downing 1 s office, the 
Peninsula Shipbuilders 
Association, and 
several local merchants 
rumors are being circu~ 
lated that the Anheuser 
Busch Brewry in 
Williamsburg will not 
go ahead with plans to 
build the Busch Gardens 
unless the liner is 
docked in either the 
James or York Rivers as 
a tourist attraction* 
Mr. Gurley f s group 
hopes to utilize the 
United States in the 
same manner as the H.M. 
S. Queen Mary in Long 
Beach, California. The 
Queen Mary is used as a 
hotel-restaurant and 
convention center and 
is owned by the city of 
Long Beach. 

Williamsburg area 
merchants, ecology 
freaks and the old es¬ 
tablished families of 
Yorktown seem to be to- 
taliv against the dock¬ 
ing of the liner in the 
York River. These 
groups have given no 
major criticism of the 
liner itself. They 
state simply that they 


don f t want It in the 
York River* No reason 
was given for their 
wants or why they did 
not want the liner In 
York River, 

The Navy, the Nation¬ 
al Park Service, the 
Y ork County Board of 
Supervisors and local 
bicentennial groups ap¬ 
pear to be divided on 
the issue. Money, main- 
tainence, control and 
construction are all 
concerns of these 
groups. 

Mr. Gurley f s group 
proposes that the liver 
he docked at the 
Cheatam Annex Naval 
Supply Center pier as a 
tourist hotel and Con¬ 
vention center. The 
proposed suggests that 
the National Park Ser¬ 
vice lease the lint, as 
a concession. The Mari¬ 
time Administration 
bought the liner from 
the United States Lines 
on February 5 for 12 
million dollars* The 
Maritime Administration 
has said that the ship 
will be docked in 
either the James or 
York Rivers as a moth¬ 
balled reserve vessel. 
If the National Park 
service were to 
accqulre the ship, 
several hotel chains 
inel uding Marrie t In¬ 
ternational has ex¬ 
pressed interest in a 
leasing agreement* The 
Navy, whose pier is the 
one in question, has 
said nothing. Mr. Down¬ 
ing^ office is now 
hanoting all details 
and is studying the 
situation* 


YES 

PROGRAM 


Summer vacation is 
approaching and some of 
you will be looking for 
summer employment. In 
order to afford you the 
opportunity to apply 
for a summer job, the 
Youth Employment for 
Summer (YES) Program 
has been set up. 

This year a concerted 
effort is being conduc¬ 
ted throughout the pen¬ 
insula area to hire the 
maximum number of youth 
ages 16-21 during the 
summer vacation period 
through the YES.program 
This program is design¬ 
ed as a method of pro¬ 
viding our youth with 
meaningful activity and 
assisting them in be¬ 
coming productive mem¬ 
bers of the community. 

The program has the 
backing of the Mayors 
and Chairmen of the 
Boards of Supervisors 
of the six political 
jurisdiction of the 
Virginia Peninsula area 
and has gained the par¬ 
ticipation of many bus¬ 
iness organizations, 
civic groups, govern¬ 
mental agencies, school 
boards and many youth- 
serving organizations. 


More For 
The Same 

"Hey, you short¬ 
changed me, n was 
chorused by several 
York High students at 
the head of the lunch 
line on January 29* On 
that date the York 
County Schools upped 
their lunch prices from 
35 to 40 cents for the 
, standard plate lunch. 
The price increase was 
not accompanied by an 
Increase in either the 
quanity or the quality 
of the food. The reason 
given for the Increase 
was a cutback In 
federal food funds and 
the increase in food 
r«ices and preparation 

Its. Officials ex¬ 
pressed hope that there 
would be no need for a- 
nother price increase 
on student school 
lunches* 
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Skiing Virginia 


Frozen feet and brit¬ 
tle fingers are all a 
part of the sensation 
of skiing, 

Virginia is not full 
of mountains and snow 
but skiing is available 
if you don’t mind the 
traveling- In 'the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Range 
are four ski areas pre¬ 
pared for the novice or 
experienced skier,Bryce 
Homestead, Massanutten 
and Mountain Run, 

When going skiing you 
must have the proper 
and safe equipment. If 
you wish to purchase 
your own equipment the 
cost will run up to or 
over 9 250* For one day 
this cost would be ap- 
proximently $15 for one 
day of skiing with your 
rented equipment and 
lift ticket, 

fl If at first you 
don’t succeed..." don’t 
give up- It takes time 
to learn how to ski- 
with time and effort 
you can be the best or 
at least better! 


Graff on Garage 



Sales & Service 
24 Hour Wrecker Service 
Dodge"Job*Rated" Trucks 
Grafton, Virginia 23490 
Tele# 898-5482 
898*6698 898-7541 


Willie Mason 

Wins Trophy 

Willie Mason, a 
senior, and possiblv 
the best half-mile run* 
ner In the state, is an 
interesting study of 
attitude and human 
feeling* Willie was in¬ 
terviewed after winning 
first place in the 880 
yard run at the East 
Coast Invitational 
Track Meet, Willie 
talks about his win, 
track, people, and 
feelings. In a recent 
interview Willie Mason 
gave these statements. 

»I*ra not the best, 
but I'm still trying to 
be the best," When ask¬ 
ed how long he had run 
track in competition, 
Willie said, "It's been 
a long time ago, about 
four years ago." What 
would life be like 
without track? ”1 don’t 
know, I’ve always run." 

"Track has kept me 
out of trouble, I guess 
that’s good. I like to 
compete and that’s the 
main purpose, to run is 
to compete* You meet 
different kinds of peo¬ 
ple, like no how much 
you know, you always 
learn something new 
from meetimg new people 
I’d like to encourage 
people to run. It’s a-ti 
experience vou wouldn’t 

believe. It’s different 
it takes dedication and 
willpower. You have to 
have a lot of willpower 
to compete successfully 
in track, I’d consider 
track ahead of any 
other snort, I think 
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anvone who runs track 
deserves an extra pat 
on the back every once 
and a while because it 
takes strength and a 
little extra to get out 
there and run. I con¬ 
sider track the number 
one sport because it 
takes just you and only 
you, no one can win the 
race for you. When all 
the weight is on you it 
makes you proud to be 
able to say you did it 
vourself. It puts more 
stress on the indivi¬ 
dual. Like in football, 
one man can’t win the 
game himself, it’s all 
the team, like basket¬ 
ball, too. Although one 
man can’t win a meet, 
the feeling of being an 
individual at winning 
an event Is great. Sat¬ 
isfaction comes easier 
to an individual, but 
it’s something entirely 
.different to be on a 
winning team. It’s im¬ 
portant for me to win, 
hut more important to 
be on the team and he 
able to make a contrib¬ 
ution to the team 
effort,. " 

This summer Willie 
Mason will join the Ma¬ 
rines and he said "Next 
vear. I’ll run for the 
Marines." Willie repre¬ 
sents an individual in 
feeling. He is himself. 
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Jobs In 
Europe ^ 
Available 

"Jobs tor young peo¬ 
ple are available In 
Europe" according to 
Dr. F.X. Gordon, Pres¬ 
ident of Princeton Re* 
search at the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, who just re¬ 
turned from Europe, A 
program called Jobs Eu¬ 
rope guarantees salary 
jobs in Switzerland, 
England and Belgium for 
2,000 young people from 
the age of eighteen to 
twenty-nine. These jobs 
consist of general 

help in hotels, restu? 
rants, supermarkets and 
steward or stewardesses 
on trains. Board and 
room is usually sup¬ 
plied and, if requested 
friends can work toget¬ 
her if stated in the 
application. The indi¬ 
vidual must provide his 
own transportation.Jobs 
are offered all ye^( 
and the applicant can 
work from 2 to 6 months 
This program has 

helped find 10,000 peo¬ 
ple a job In Europe 
over the past twelve 
years. For free infor¬ 
mation, send a self*- 
stamped,self--addressed 
envelope to: 

Jobs Europe 
Box 44188 
Panorama City 
Califorals 91416 

jflotoets 

COLONIAL FLORIST,Inc, 
1951 Route 17 
Graf ton,Virginia 
898-6281 


Keyboard Corner 

EVERYTHING MUSICAL 
GRAFTON SHOPPING CENTER 
898-5292 



















Talon 


race 3 



"Good 
News” V 



Tabb High School will 
be presenting their 

first musical, "Good 

Newsy on March 29, 30 

and 31* 

The setting for the 
play is Tait College in 
the 1920’s.The plot of 
this play is Tom (Gary 
Derby), the big football 
hero can marry Fat 

Bingham(Julie Brussard) 
if he wins the big 
football game. There is 
only on® problem,Tom is 
failing math! So, Pat 
gets her homely cousin 
Connie Lane (Donna New- 
some) to tutor him, Tom 
falls in love with Con¬ 
nie and vice versa* Tom 
wants to lose the game 
and so does Connie* But 
ioesn’t know about 
theiii The day of the 

District VIII 
Reg ion a I 
Chorus 1973 

District VIII Regional 
chorus 1973 took place 
at Menchville High 
School on February 
ninth and tenth. It was 
quite an honor to be 
chosen and it took a 
great deal of work* 
There were 17 seniors 
chosen from York, They 
were; Emily Alfriend, 
Fat Almonrode, Debbie 
Ashburn, Kathy Bailey, 
Mark Conrad, Kasey 

Copley, Patsy Goddard, 
Mary Hathaway, Greg 

Hodge, Jackie Hunt, 
Sue Reply, Karen 

McIntyre, Mark Padgett, 
Connie Smith, Rich 
larikj Jack Webb, 
^ Brenda Wilson, 

The number of people, 
allowed to go are chos¬ 
en by.the percentage of 
people in each 


big game comes and Tom 
has the ball down bv 
the goal line and fum— 
bies the ball* This is 
when Bobby Randall(Gary 
Nelson) comes in and 
recovers the ball and 
makes the winning touch 
down. Now Pat decides 
she doesn’t want to 
marrv Tom because he is 
not the big hero. This 
makes Connie and Tom 
very happy. 

Mrs, Wright is head 
of the dramatics,Mr,Tew 
leads the chorus. Mi; 
Ironmonger directs the 
band, Mr, Pugh is in 
charge of set deslcn 
and Miss Zalumus has 
the technical set. The 
curtain goes up at 8:00 
pm. in the school 
auditorium. 



school’s music depart¬ 
ment , 

Dr, Cleveland Howard, 
Professor of music at 
the University of New 
Hampshire was the dir¬ 
ector of the chorus, 

Mrs, Vera Rathkamp 
from York was the accom¬ 
panist, There were a 
total of 400 students 
participating in the 
Regional from all Pen¬ 
insula high schools* 
During Regional chorus 
trvouts were also being 
held for All-state 
chorus. Pat Almonrode 
and Mark GonraJ were 
chosen to be in the All 
state chorus. 


Cadet 


Cadet of the month 
for January, 1973, is 
Tommy White.He has been 
selected by the seniors 
of the NJRGTC class,be¬ 
cause in their opinion 
he has demonstrated bv 
his appearance,aptitude 
and interest,the pride 
of the NJROTC unit of 
York High School, 

Other recipients of 
the Cadet of the Month 
award have been Michael 
Stubbs for December, 
William Hinson for No¬ 
vember, Bernard Payne 
for October, and Rodney 
Garner for September. 

The NJROTC rifle team 
composed of seven ca¬ 
dets* lost in a match 
against Kecoughtan with 
a final score of 1633 

Classified 

Ads 

Starting in the next 
issue of the TaLQN, we 
will be having a class¬ 
ified ads section. If 
you have anything you 
wish to buy, sell,trade 
or give away, bring it 
down to the TaLON room 
(beside the clinic,) 

The price of an ad is 
$.25 per line, with an 
average of four words 
per line. Start getting 
your ads in as soon as 
possible so we can put 
them in the next issue. 


FOR SALE: Model 70 
YaMaHa Guitar and case? 
$35,00,see Mark Padgett 
or call 229-2121 and 
ask for the Padgett 
residence * 


GRAFTON 

HARDWARE 

Plumbing, Electric, 

Sporting, And Faint 
Supplies 

Hunting And Fishing 
License 

Dial: 898-6648 


Honored 


to 1446, The match was 
held in an indoor range 
at Hampton Institute, 
Highest scorer from the 
York team was Bill 
Brown with a score of 
226 out of 300 possible 
points. The standard 
target used were 1*8 
inches in diameter, and 
are fired at from a 
distance of 50 feet us¬ 
ing *22 caliber rifles. 

Twenty-six cadets,ac¬ 
companied by Commander 
Huddelston, spent Che 
week of January 29 
through Febuary 2 on 
board the helicopter 
carrier U.S.S* Guam, 
(LPH-9)*The ship was to 
assists in a marine as¬ 
sault by landing ma¬ 
rines by helicopter on 
Onslow beach in North 
Carolina. 

Each cadet was as¬ 
signed a department on 
board the ship in which 
he worked with the sai¬ 
lors during their shift 
each day. Sailors on 
board were happy with 
the help the NJROTC ca¬ 
dets were giving them. 



JOE and MIMMA't 

ITALIAN PIZZA 
AND RESTURANTS 
GRAFTON SHOPPING CENTER 
898-6612 



H E 


Rt, 1?? Yorktown 
Breakfast Luncheon 
The King Edward Room 
Open 6 a*m. 
898-6579 
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Basketball Wrap - up 


Plaving the last two 
eames before the tour¬ 
nament York's Varsitv 
basketball squad suf¬ 
fered' defeats to Mench- 
ville and Pembroke. 

Against Pembroke the 
Falcons set a record 
by scoring 41 points in 
the fourth quarter. 
Commenting on the game 
Coach Shamblin said "it 
was our best offensive 
effort of the year and 
we put five players in 
double figures- M 

Since both York and 
Denbigh lost their 
final games of the 
season, York staved one 
half game ahead and 
will go to the tourna¬ 


ment.The Falcons finish 
with a 7-11 record for 
the 72-73 season. 

J.V,'s 

Finishing their sea¬ 
son the J.V. basketball 
team played 2 exciting 
games against Mench¬ 
vilie and Pembroke. 

On Tuesday, the team 
suffered a loss to 
Menchvilie, with the 
close score of 56-55. 
The team was down bv 15 
pts. going into the 
4th,but managed to get 
ahead by 4 ptSr»but it 
wasn't enough for a 
victory/"We were flat, 
we didn't plav like we 
wanted to end the 1 st 
half, and it was too 




hard to catch up/ r Saud 
Co ich Davis.High scorer 
was Edgar Randall,with 
20 pts. 

The next game was a 
victory over Pembroke, 
87-72. Concerning this 
game, Coach Davis said, 
r, Everybodv played very 
well.The defense left a 
little to be desired, 
but the offense couldn't 
have done better. 



Wrestling Comes Alive 



Basketball 

Scores 

Varsity 


York 

46 

James Blair 

48 

York 

56 

Kecoughtan 

77 

York 

73 

Bethel 

bl 

York 

31 

Denbigh 

22 

York 

41 

Ferguson 

40 

York 

40 

Hampton 

43 

York 

56 

Tabb 

53 

York 

42 

Warwick 

62 

York 

45 

Menchvilie 

47 

York 

71 

Pembroke 

89 

York 

43 

James Blair 

65 

York 

47 

iCe cough tan 

89 

York 

40 

Bethel 

34 

York 

36 

Denbigh 

28 

York 

46 

Ferguson 

38 

York 

47 

Hamp ton 

52 

York 

50 

Taob 

40 

York 

38 

Warwick 

49 

York 

43 

Menchvilie 

56 

York 

82 

Pembroke 

95 

Junior Varsity 


York 

72 

James Blair 

66 

York 

58 

Kecoughtan 

61 

York 

65 

Bethel 

43 

York 

66 

Denbigh 

53 

York 

67 

Ferguson 

56 

York 

37 

Hampton 

33 

York 

63 

Tabh 

45 

York 

58 

Warwick 

51 

York 

58 

Menchvilie 

52 

York 

69 

Pembroke 

58 

York 

51 

James Blair 

37 

York 

59 

Kecoughtan 

66 

York 

wins by forfeit 

a - 

gainst Bethel 


York 

40 

Denbigh 

35 

York 

55 

Ferguson 

53 

York 

40 

Hampton 

42 

York 

58 

Tabb 

24 

York 

65 

Warwick 

61 

York 

55 

Menchvilie 

56 

York 

87 

Pembroke 

72 


Grafton Exxon 

R.L* BRANDT AND SONS 
Route 17 & Oriano Road 

Grafton, Virginia 23490 


On February ninth and 
tenth "twelve dedicated 
young men" went to the 
Peninsula District 

Wrestling Tournament at 
Menchvilie '"and pulled 
out anything they could 
out of their body." 
Nine wrestlers from 
York finished in the 
top six seeded posi¬ 
tions. Coach Beattv said 
he was "disarpointed in 
the outcome but not in 
my wrestlers." 

Jeff Lavne who had 
one day of practice 
since January 5 finish¬ 
ed 6 th. Jeff did a"real 
good job, "commented 
Beattv. One bad call 
made all of Wavne 
Keafers efforts fruit¬ 
less, leaving him with a 
fourth place victorv. 
Keith Allen entered the 
tournament losing to 
the season champ. ag- 
turning next year Keith 
should move right jp to 
a top seeded position. 
Wrestling better under 
pressure,Perce1 Lomax 
walked off with a third 
place win in District. 
Joev Hill/’doing a out- 
standing job /"commented 
^eattv wrestled to se¬ 


cond place. Having to 
come from behind on 
some of his opponents 
but never giving up,Lee 
Mills went into the 
championship round to 
conclude with second. 
Under all the pressure 
on Saturday Ricky Cole¬ 
man wrestled 4 matches 
to end in fourth place 
at 138 pounds. Being 
wor?led over certain 
matches,Mike Nethersole 
came out and defeated 
Doug Roper. Going into 
the championship Mike 
turned to aggressive¬ 
ness to finish second. 
With bad luck in his 
wav,8i11y Auman wa s 


hurt by an accidtf 
Anutan still hurt wanted 
to go back but Beatty 
pulled him out. Fete 
bardeleMid a good job" 
commented Beatty*Being 
a junior Beatty said 
that he is "glad he'll 
be back*" During the 
year Mike Austin wrest¬ 
led three matches. It 
takes time to get into 

shape but Mike showed 
what it takes placing 
fifth at 185 pounds. 
Robert Monk at heavy 
weight for York,finish¬ 
ed fourth giving it all 
when at times he was 
drained of evergy. 
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Guys and Dolls 
Knock Em Dead 




York High's musical "Guys and 
Dolls" is going into it's last week 
of rehearsals before the perfor¬ 
mances on April 10-14* 

The cast not only puts on these 
performances at York byt they also 
travel throughout the county per¬ 
forming specials for the senior 
citizens and different intermediate 
schools.. 

The play centers around two~love 
stories, one between Nathan Detroit 
a gambler, who owns a floating crap 
game,and Miss Adelaide,a night club 
dancer, who he has been engaged to 
for fourteen years. 


Sarah and Sky, Mary Hathaway 
and Marc Knight, try to 
win Nathan Detroit's, Greg 
Hodge, soul. 


Mission Band works on 
saving souls, but usually 
sing to themselves.* 



The other is between 
Sky Masterson, a well 
known gambler» and 
Sarah Brown, who runs 
the Save A Soul Mission 

Casting began aftei 
Christmas and the cast 
i turned lately began prac¬ 
ticing. March 19 night 
rehearsals began, and 
the entire cast was re¬ 
quired to stay until 
9 p.m. each night. 

Much hard work has 
been put into ..this 
musical by the cast 
stage crew, make-up, 
props crew and all the 
directors and other 
reople who have helped* 

Their efforts will 
come to a climax on 
April 10 when another 
York High musical has 
its opening night. 
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Mark Conrad Receives Music Awards 


Mark Conrad, a York 
senior, won first place 
in both the vocal and 
instrumental music cat' 
emeries of the recent 
^ork Lion’s Eland Con¬ 
test. Mark sang a Ger¬ 
man melody and plaved 
a German piece on the 
Mano to wrap ’ up the 
two number one spots. 

Second and third 
in vocal music went to 
Connie Smith and Karen 
McIntyre, respectively. 
Second and third places 
in instrumental music 
went to Susan Cody who 
eoes to Walsingham and 
Mike Marshall of York! 
respectively. The con¬ 
test is sponsored every 
year by the York Lions 
Club, The contest is 
named after Richard 
Bland, the Inventor of 
the five string banjo* 

YORK 

POPS 

On April 27 at 7:00 
in the boy’s gyro* the 
York Accappella Choir 
will present the first 
York High Pops Concert. 

Students from York, 
Tabb and the three in* 
termedlate schools are 
eligible to participate 
in the concert. Audi¬ 
tions will be announced 
later. Instrumentalists 
and vocalists perform¬ 
ing light rock, soul, 
folk or blues will be 
able to audition for 
the concert. 

The concert is simply 
for listening enjovment 
and Is not a talent 
show. Only a few seats 
will be provided in 
this "boog 1 e Ir c once rt , 

The purpose of the 
concert is to raise 
funds for an Accappella 
Choir trip to New York 
this Spring, Admission 
is .50 and dress is ca¬ 
sual, Applications for 
auditions are available 
in the music room. Anv 
questions should be di¬ 
rected to Kasev Corley 
who heads the committee 
in charee of the con¬ 
cert , 



CNC Wants A $100 Ham 


Chri stophe r Newport 
College is happy to an¬ 
nounce the introduction 
of a program in theatre 
arts beginning in Sept' 
ember of 1973. Included 
in our curriculum will 
be courses entitled: 
Introduction to Theatre 
Introduction to Techni- 
cal Production, Acting 
Directing, 

In order to give im¬ 
petus to the program, 
the CNC Student Govern¬ 
ment Association will 
award two $100 CNC tui¬ 
tion scholarships in 
Theatre Arts this spring 
for the academic year 
1973-1974. One of these 
will be presented to an 
in-coming freshman, and 
the other will be pre- 
sented to a student 
currently enrolled at 
the college. 

The students are in¬ 
vited to participate in 


open competition on 
Saturday, May5,at 1 pm, 
in room 110 in Christo¬ 
pher Newport Hall* 

Competition in acting 
and technical theatre 
includes: Student com¬ 
peting as an actor 
should prepare two dif¬ 
fering two-minute pre¬ 
parations, perhaps one 
serious and one comic. 
(Reading will not be 
permitted,) He will be 
asked to engage in im¬ 
provisation also. Stud¬ 
ents competing in tech¬ 
nical design will be 
given ten minutes vu 
show, explain, and dis- 
cess his design for a 
play, either set design 
or costume design. 

If you are interested 
contact Rita Hubbard at 
Christopher Newport 
College. Ask for the 
Chairman of the Commun- 
1cations Department, 
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Mark Conrad,winner of 1 
the York Bland Contest, 
has advanced to Dls-| 
trict Competition and 
won, Mark achieved 
first place in vocal 
music at the Peninsula 
District Contest. 

He now advances to 
zone or Regional compe¬ 
tition with an improved l 
chance 'of receiving thej 
Virginia Lions Music 
Scholarship. 


Miss THS 

March 16, Tabb High 
Auditorium was the set- 
ting for the first Miss 
Tabb High pageant. 
Valerie Urie was crown¬ 
ed by Mr. Miller. 

The pageant started 
out with a dance to the 






girls were intro<h( , 
Talents were press 
and the evening gown 
competition followed. 

The girls in the pa-* 
geant were Valerie Urfe, 
Debbie Tracy,Pain Terry, 
Lisa Kehrer, Gail Lung- 
strum, Jana Tanner,Gwen 
Bazzar,Charlene Bowman, | 
Sharon Cole, Rave Fox, 
Cindy Good and Elaine 
Johnson, 

Jana Tanner was named 
Miss Congeniality and 
th e five runner-ups 

were Valerie Urie, Fam 
Terry, Charlene Bowman, 
Sharon Cole and Elaine 


Johnson. 

/alerie Urie had to 
turn over her title to 


Charlene Bowman because 
her parents moved to 
Mississippi. 
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Tabb High School 
Dedication November 12 

Tabb High School—York 
County’s newest educational com¬ 
plex—will be dedicated in cere¬ 
monies set for 3 p.m. t November 12, 
in the school auditorium. Preston C. 
Caruthers, President of the Virginia 
State Board of Education, will be the 
featured speaker. The school plant 
will be accepted by Mrs. Marian 
Bowditch. Chairman of the School 
Board. She will accept the plant 
from William Jordan of the Jordan 


the size of a basket-ball court, and 
265 students can work in the room 
at the same time. Many audio-visual 
materials for student use are housed 
in this room and are available for 
class or individual student use, The 
acoustical treatment of the floor and 
ceiling throughout the academic 
section of the building allows in¬ 
dividual work without disturbance to 
other students in the area. 

It is in this section of the building 
that there are five flexible or “open” 
classrooms. One classroom is in 
business education; two are in 
humanities; and two are in science. 


Construction Company. Music for 
the occasion will be provided by the 
Tabb High School band and choir. 

The public is invited to attend the 
dedication ceremonies, and to tour 
the new facility. Building tours will 
be held from three to five p.m. 

The three-million dollar school is 
truly a building of the Seventies, 
both inside as well as outside. The 
interior of the building is designed 
to accommodate student movements 
patterns as well as the most modern, 
teaching and learning techniques. 

Space is the key word describing 
new Tabb High School. There are 
spaces designed for small numbers 
of students to work on projects in¬ 
dividually or in a tutorial situation. 
There are small classrooms for dis¬ 
cussions and small group activities. 
There are spaces for teachers to 
present information to large num¬ 
bers of students having a similar 
need at the same time. These 
spaces, and the general design of 
the building interior, encourage 
students to assume a large respon¬ 
sibility for their own learning. 

The instructional materials center 
is probably the most spectacular 
area of the academic section of the 
building. The room is approximately 


These areas can house from two to 
five teachers, depending on the ac¬ 
tivity in which the students are en¬ 
gaged at any given time. 

Other features of the building also 
stress and enhance individualized 
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instruction and open access cur¬ 
riculum. There are areas such as the 
home economics specialized 
laboratories for foods, sewing, and 
family living; the language labora¬ 
tory; individual science labora¬ 
tories; and individual vocal and in¬ 
strumental practice rooms. 

The two sections of Tabb are 
joined by a common area that 
serves as a reception area for the 
auditorium, a relaxing area for 
students during lunch or individual 
activity time, or it may be used for 
student activities such as dances, 
pep rallies, etc The sound level in 
the commons has no effect on the 
classes in session only a few feet 
away. 

The fine arts department is also 
unique at new Tabb, The art class¬ 
room is really more of a studio, and 
the new curricula allows students to 
pursue the type of art of his choice 
in depth, rather than study many 
types at all levels. Music students 
can enjoy this same uniqueness, 
since they may work in sectionals as 
well as total performing groups. 

The industrial arts program has 
not been overlooked in the new 
building. The program now includes 
three new areas for work: manu¬ 
facturing and construction, power 
and transportation, and communica¬ 
tion, Each of these programs is pro¬ 
vided for in a separate laboratory, 
and will be phased in as the need 
arises and more trades and manual 
arts are provided for in the voca¬ 
tional technical units. 

JiTruly, Tabb ttigh School creates 
not only a climate for the in¬ 
dividuality of students, but also suc¬ 
cessful team teaching assisted by 
the newest technological means 
available. Education has taken a 
giant step in York County, Come to 
see this new giant November 12. 




From the Superintendent 



By the time this newsletter is 
ready for distribution, schools will 
have been open several weeks. A 
welcome to pupils for the 1972-73 
session would seem to be a bit late 
to be meaningful, but we can and do 
hope that each student has moved 
smoothly into the schedule of learn¬ 
ing. We look forward to the year, and 
pledge our best efforts to make it a 
successful one for all of our stu¬ 
dents. 

We had anticipated a total County 
student body of 8,400. On the sixth 
day of school, 8,382 had begun 
classes. We are pleased to say that 
no school building is overloaded, 
except York High School which has 
all of the County’s seniors for this 
term. No seniors were sent to the 
new Tabb High School in this, its 
first year. Individual class sizes have 
been adjusted to make our seniors 
quite comfortable. 

Our teaching space, our teachers 
and our support personnel are ade¬ 
quate in every detail. Our next es¬ 
sential ingredient is a consistent 
pattern of good pupil attendance, 
and we ask both parents and pupils 
to see that school absences are 
held to those that are absolutely es¬ 
sential and unavoidable. 

Good attendance is especially 
needed in the nine-weeks short 
subjects {SCOPE) in the inter¬ 
mediate and high schools. More 
than a week’s absence from one of 
the short courses places the entire 
course in jeopardy so far as satis¬ 
factory completion is concerned. We 


remind you also that thirty days of 
absences for the entire year may 
mean the loss of all credit for the 
school term. 

We are especially proud of our 
new Tabb High School, just opened. 
Funded by a bond issue authorized 
in 1968, it was two years in planning 
and sixteen months in construction. 
The modular construction unit is 
most apparent in the framing, wall 
sections, and ceilings. The school is 
carpeted in many areas for sound 
control {and the carpet has found a 
favorable student response). Cli¬ 
mate control exists throughout the 
building. 

Tabb High School cost 
$3,800,000, including land, ar¬ 
chitect and legal fees, site develop¬ 
ment, construction, and equipment. 
It is a fine structure and the com¬ 
munity can be proud of it. The cost, 
by the way, is considerably below 
the going rate for such school plants 
elsewhere. 

In the photographs of Tabb High 
School appearing on the overleaf we 
have tried to show you the in¬ 
side—the actual working space 
within the School—and its relation¬ 
ship to the students and teachers. It 
should be apparent that Tabb is a 
modem facility conducive to the fi¬ 
nest study and work. 

An important article elsewhere in 
this issue discusses a most signi¬ 
ficant and important research and 
development project underway in 
our schools—year-round education. 
The project is one of six research 
projects throughout the state that is 
being funded entirely by the State 
Board of Education, and we ask 
your careful attention to the com¬ 
ponents of the study as they are 
developed and published. Of par¬ 
ticular interest is our concept of the 
mini-term of nine weeks—either four 
or five of which could comprise the 
school year for students. 

We want and invite a strong 
citizen interest in what is being 
done in and for the education of 
York County youth. We hope your 
interest can be both participatory 
and supportive. — G.H. Pope 


County Schools Are 
Big Business 

A new school year seems an ap¬ 
propriate time to review the schools 
of the County as a news item for new 
residents of York, and as a reminder 
for all County residents. 

York County has five secondary 
schools and eight elementary 
schools located over a thirty mile 
land area All schools hold Virginia 
State Accreditation, and all but three 
are accredited by the Southern As¬ 
sociation of Schools and Colleges. 
At the end of the current school 
term, all schools should be ac¬ 
credited by the Southern Associa¬ 
tion. 

Education is a big business in 
York County, and to watch over that 
business our Board of Directors 
(School Board) meets on the sec¬ 
ond and fourth Monday of each 
month to make the decisions that in¬ 
sure smooth daily operations and to 
plan for the future of education in 
our County. You are invited to attend 
the School Board meetings. 

In addition to regular school 
operation, York County schools 
have a summer school program, 
adult programs in driver training, 
electronics, adult basic education, 
distributive education, business 
education, homemaking, industrial 
cooperative training, and classes at 
the Vocational Technical Center. 
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Why Individualize? 

The elementary educational ex¬ 
perience is probably the most im¬ 
portant link in the development of 
learning and psychomotor skills 
needed to be successful in school. 
Because of this importance, York 
County schools began developing 
the "Yorktown Model of Continuous 
Progress" education six years ago. 
Essentially, the program individu¬ 
alizes education to the extent that 
children ere free to move in a man¬ 
ner consistent with their ability to 
achieve. 

This past summer, Pupil Perform¬ 
ance Requirements were written for 
the basic elementary subjects which 
brings the element of accountability 
to our individualized program. 
Learning objectives are clearly de¬ 
fined for each level of achievement. 

You will be hearing and reading 
more about PPR at the pupil-parent 
conferences this year. A rationale 
for this program may be seen from 
the following story. 

September 1, 1962, three 
children were born. At birth, they dif¬ 
fered only slightly, except by sex: 
Jones, boy—8 lbs. 3 oz.; Smith, 
boy—7 lbs. 11 oz.; Brown, girl—7 
lbs. 8 oz. By September 1, 1967, 
when these three were entering kin¬ 
dergarten, their descriptions were a 
different story. 

Bobby Jones, small, brown-eyed 
and dark haired had never been 
more than fifty miles from his home. 
There were no books or magazines 
for him to look through because his 
parents had not learned to read well 
enough themselves to find pleasure 
in such activity. 

Tommy Smith, blond and blue¬ 
eyed, is six inches taller than 
Bobby, and he has traveled far with 
his parents. His father is in military 
service and Tommy has lived in two 
states and spent nine months in 
Germany, where his father was 
stationed. Books were not collected 
in his family, but his mother had 
read stories to Tommy since he was 
a baby. 

Susan Brown had spent her five 
years of life in a quiet, sheltered en¬ 
vironment with adoring parents. 
She. as an only child, had all the 
toys, books, games that affluence 
could provide. She had few op¬ 


portunities to play with other 
children, but at five years old she 
could read, work arithmetic prob¬ 
lems and talk with adults more ef¬ 
fectively than the average six year 
old child. 

Now let us skip five more years in 
the lives of these three children. 
Now, even greater differences have 
developed. The native ability to 
learn now differs greatly. 

Suzie's ability to read has in¬ 
creased rapidly and she is now 
several levels above her class¬ 
mates. Her ability to live and work 
with other children, however, has 
developed slowly. Tom gets along 
well with his classmates and does 
his work adequately most of the 
time. Bob still is struggling to make 
up for all the early years when op¬ 
portunity to learn was not provided, 
and because of this he is working 
several levels below most of his 
friends. 

These three are now part of a fifth 
year program, and their differences 
multiplied by ten make up a typical 
fifth year class of thirty students. 
Now: why individualize? Quite sim¬ 
ple. How else could each child's 
needs be met? 

York County’s program of in¬ 
dividualization is designed to do ex¬ 
actly this. We want to take a child 
where he is and help him become 
the best that he can become. 

Teacher Aides Are 
Helping Hands 

Seventy-one teacher aides are 
now working in York's schools, and 
they are providing "helping hands" 
in establishing a superior education 
system in York County, 

Forty new aides were trained this 
summer in a "Pre-Service and In- 
Service" training program made 
possible by a federal grant ad¬ 
ministered by the Virginia State De¬ 
partment of Education under the 
Education Professions Development 
Act, 

The need for this additional num¬ 
ber of teacher aides was seen after 
a Needs Assessment Survey and a 
Teacher Survey of Needed Improve¬ 
ments in the Elementary Schools 
conducted last year. In both surveys, 
the need for additional teacher 
aides emerged as the number one 


priority to improve the instruction of 
students. 

The instructional program at the 
elementary school utilizes the Con¬ 
tinuous Progress Program which is 
based on individualized instruction. 
The teacher aide will allow the 
teacher more time for individualized 
work with students by assisting in 
non-instructional work areas. 

Teacher aides at the secondary 
level will assist coordinators and 
department chairmen in the pre¬ 
paration of instructional materials, 
supervising resource centers, pre¬ 
paring audio-visual materials, and 
assisting students with selection of 
material for independent study and 
research. 

Aides observe the same work-day 
and school policies as teachers but 
are assigned only to non-instruc- 
tional work in the classroom. 

What is an Emergency? 

There are times when it is neces¬ 
sary for York County schools to be 
closed because of emergency rea¬ 
sons. Such emergencies may in¬ 
clude high winds, snow, flooding, 
and power loss, 

The determination to close school 
is usually made in the early hours of 
the morning by the Superintendent 
in close cooperation with the Sheriff 
and the Transportation Department. 
After a decision has been made to 
dose schools the information is 
broadcast on local radio stations: 
WGH (1310) and WBCI-FM (96.5) 
and WVEC {1490). 

Impact Aid Card Due 

A great portion of the usable land 
in York County is federal property. 
The federal government pays its 
local tax bill through impact aid to 
this locality. Each year we ask all of 
our parents to fill out survey cards 
relative to their employment and 
housing location. The information is 
used to support our claim for federal 
reimbursement. 

You can assist us in making cer¬ 
tain that York County receives its fair 
share of federal revenues by com¬ 
pleting and returning the survey 
card your child brings home on Oc¬ 
tober 31. This card should be 
returned to the school which your 
child attends. 




York's Future? 

Year-Round Education Being Studied 


Can you imagine a situation in 
which a community invests 
thousands of dollars in tax money to 
build giant plants that include the 
latest in technology and equipment, 
hire well-trained invi diduals to work 
in these plants—and then use these 
resources less than two-thirds of a 
year? It sounds impossible, doesn't 
it? Yet, that is what communities are 
doing with their schools. 

Communities, educators and the 
business community all over the 
country have been taking a long 
hard look at this situation to see 
what remedies and solutions are 
possible, One idea that has been 
gaining in popularity has been the 
concept of year-round educa¬ 
tion—the use of the schools for 
education on a year-long basis. 

Last Spring, York County sub¬ 
mitted a proposal to the State De¬ 
partment of Education to study the 
possibilities of year-round educa¬ 
tion for our County. 

The intent of the study was to 
develop a better program of studies 
for all students, and the year-round 
concept was an integral part. 

On June 12, 1972, the Superin¬ 
tendent received the acceptance 
and funding from the State Depart¬ 
ment of Education, and work began 
immediately. 

During the past summer months, 
seventy teachers spent more than 
2,400 man-hours developing the 
SCOPE {Student Centered Optional 
Program of Electives) program now 
in use in County secondary schools 
and further refined pupil perfor¬ 
mance requirements in the elemen¬ 
tary schools. This program develop¬ 
ment was and will be a major em¬ 
phasis of our proposal. In addition, it 
follows very closely the recommen¬ 
dations of the State Board of Educa¬ 
tion in its policy statement on year- 
round education. 

The second half of our project 
proposal concerns an investigation 
of the feasibility and effectiveness of 
year-round education for York 
County. During the coming year, the 
SCOPE II (Schools Continuously 
Operational for Program Excellence) 
will be conducting this investigation 


and reporting its findings and re¬ 
commendations to the educators 
and the community. 

Are you interested in assisting in 
this important study? If so, contact 
John Baldino, Project Director, P.O. 
Box 451, Yorktown, Virginia 23490. 

Questions and Answers 

Why year-round education? Is it 
any better? 

Year-round education, in con¬ 
junction with our SCOPE program, 
offers the possibility of a better 
educational system, It allows stu¬ 
dents to be off from school when the 
student and family need and want 
time together, while allowing him to 
return and take up where he left off. 
It also provides the extra time 
needed by some students to, com¬ 
plete certain educational objectives 
without having to repeat material he 
has mastered. 

Will students be in school 
throughout the year? 

Hopefully, students will be using 
the schools all year long; however, 
no student will be required to attend 
school more than the required state 
minimum of 180 days—which he 
does at present 

Can students attend school 
whenever they wish? 

Only within certain limits. The pre¬ 
sent plan under consideration 
divides the year into five equal forty- 
five day segments, or pentamesters: 
July to September, September to 
November, November to February, 
February to April, April to June. The 
student must attend four of these 
five pentamesters, and may fake any 
one as vacation. 

Who determines which pen- 
tamester the student takes off? 

The student and his parents will 
make the selection. 

Will parents with several 
children in different schools have 
them all on vacation at the same 
time? 

Yes, if they want them all at the 
same time. This is a family decision. 

Can students attend all five 
pentamesters if they need or wish 
to? 

This is possible. 


School Calendar 

August 28 

Schools Open 

September 4 

Labor Day Holiday 

October 9 

Schools Closed On-service day for 
teachers) 

November 3 

Schools Closed Virginia Education 
Association Convention 

November 6 

Intermediate and High Schools 
Closed 

End SCOPE I 

November 16-17 

Elementary Schools Closed Parent- 
Teacher Conferences 

November 23-24 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 21-January 1 

Christmas Holidays 

January 25 

Intermediate and High Schools 
Closed. 

End SCOPE II 

March 2 

Elementary Schools Closed. Parent' 
Teacher Conferences 

March 30 

Intermediate and High Schools 
Closed 

End SCOPE III 

April 16-20 

Spring Vacation 

May 28 

Memorial Day Holiday 

June B 

Schools Close 

The Flashing Light 

The school bus is an important 
part of the York County school sys¬ 
tem. Buses travel to and from school 
on regular morning and afternoon 
runs. They also go on field trips, 
athletic events, afternoon activity 
routes, middle-of-the-day kinder¬ 
garten, and trips to and from the Vo¬ 
cational Technical School in Hamp¬ 
ton. Last school year for instance, 
the yellow buses of York County 
traveled approximately 857,000 in¬ 
jury-free miles. 

The fleet consists of one hundred 
buses. Last year ninety-two were on 
regular runs and eight were used in 
emergencies. Ail of the buses are 
serviced by trained mechanics at a 
central garage facility. 

York County school buses also 
have a unique position in the state 
York's Transportation Supervisor 
Mrs. Evangeline Fox, is the only fe¬ 
male transportation supervisor in 
Virginia 
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This is Your Lift . *, 



Charles Edward Brown was born at Charlotte Court House, 
Charlotte County, Virginia,, on September 24th, 1889, He was one of 
the seven children of Thomas and Henrietta Brown. At the time of 
his birth, his father was in the employ of John W. Eggleston, a member 
of the well-known Eggleston family (a brother, Dr. Joseph Eggleston 
was, for a number of years, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
for the State of Virginia; a grandson, John W. Eggleston, is at present 
Chief Justice of the Virginia Supreme Court), As a boy he grew up as 
a playmate of Chief Justice Eggleston and the late Dr. Robert Hutcheson, 
President of Virginia Professional Institute, The early association with 
these boys served as an inspiration to him as they always seemed to 
expect more of “Charlie 1 *, as they called him, than was expected of 
other colored boys. 

His parents, living m the environment of aristocratic white people, 
also developed ideas and ambition for their children to become all that 
was possible. When Charles E. Brown was about ton years old, his father 
bought ft tract of land from the Eggleston Estate (which is still owned 
by the Brown famih \ and built a home on it for the family. The father 
died in 1902, leaving a widow with five children. The mother saw to it 
that the children attended public school and Sunday school regularly. 
As they reached the age for advanced schooling, each was sent off to 
school—three attended V.NJL. now Virginia Stale College; tw5 attended 
St. Paul Institute (now St. Paul College). 

As a hoy, Charles E. Brown sang in the Sunday School Choir and. 
later, in the Church Choir, While a student at V.N.1X he sang in the 
School Choir and took an active part in the YMCA and the Normal 
Lyceum; which was a student organization in which the young men 
exercised their talents in debates, parliamentary procedures, and like 
activities* 

Charles E. Brown graduated in the Class of 19Q9. (He attended 
the 50th Class Re-union Anniversary in 1959 where he met classmates 
whom he had not seen for fifty years,) Upon his graduation, he returned 
to his hometown and became principal of the two-room school he had 


( coniiiwed on next page } 
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BIOGRAPHY ( continued from preceding page) 


attended as a boy. A former childhood schoolmate was his assistant 
teacher. With youthful zest he began making improvements in the 
school. Soon an additional room was added and the school was rated as 
a Graded School with three teachers. This was accomplished with no 
financial help from the local school board—a contribution of $25.00 
from the Negro Organization Society was the only outside assistance 
received. The school was equipped with modem desks and blackboards 
(a luxury not dreamed of when he was a boy in that same school house). 
Although he held a Normal Professional Certificate, his salary was 
$20.00 per month; his assistant teacher received $15.00 per month. 
The school term was five months, which ment he received $100.00 for 
the entire school term, while his assistant teacher received $75.00 for 
the term, (At that rate ot pay it would take 50 years sevice to receive 
$5,000.00 which present teachers receive in one yea*.) 


His work at Charlotte Court House attracted the attention of the 
late Dr. Jackson Davis, who was State Supervisor of Negro Education 
at that time. In 1914. when the people of Lackey Community, under the 
leadership of Mrs, Mary S. Washington (who was the Jeanes Supervisor 
in \ ork County) became interested in improving tin school at Lackey, 
Dr. Jackson Davis asked Mr. Rrown to transfer 10 Vork County and take 
the job. Mr. Drown arrived in Vork County in October of 1914 and, with 
the co-operation of the parents and citizens of York Countv, succeeded 
in building a four-room school house which was ready for use in 1916. 

llh the employment of four teachers, some handicraft and high school 
subjects were added. In 1918 the Federal Government acquired 12.000 
acres of land for the establishment of the Naval Mine Depot. The new 

fn Ur ’io 0 ^f Ch ° 01 and the h ° mes ° f m03t of thp P a trons were included in 
this 000 acre tract so, another site had to be found for the school. 

At this time we were involved in World War I and the Federal Covern- 
Qn-f ™ nt ! d '"““ediate possession of this land. The members of the 
Shi oh Baptist Church at Yorktown agreed that their Church building 
could be used for school purposes. So, from 1919 until 1921, school was 

taught m the Church with simple curtains separating the five teacher 
gro ups. 


The patrons, by volunteer contributions, purchased a fi 
tract of land and, with the $6,000.00 which had been paid to the 


ve-acre 


^school 


( continued on next page > 
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board by the Government and ? 1,600.00 from the Rosenwald Fund, they 
set out to build another school. With volunteer contributions of ?9,600.00 
and much free labor by the patrons, a building with six classrooms, 
auditorium, an office, and a small library was ready for use in 1921. 

Under the untiring leadership of Mr. Brown, the faculty was 
further increased to six with a Vocational Agricultural Instructor and two 
years of high school work was added. Later, a Home Economics Cottage 
and a Vocational Agricultural Shop were constructed; the faculty was 
increased to nine teachers, and four years of high school work was 
provided. 

During his teaching career he took advanced courses at Hampton 
Institute (Summer School), Virginia Union University (Regular and 
Summer School), and Extension Courses provided by Hampton Institute 
at Williamsburg with instructors from William and Mary College. 

These incidents are mentioned because at that time it took a 
great deal of courage and hard work to get improvements made in 
Negro Schools; Mr. Brown provided that courage, inspiration and hard 
work. 

Mr. Brown has proven himself as a leader in other fields. In 1934 
he became one of the first Negroes appointed as Educational Advisor in 
the CCC. In 1942 he became the first Negro to receive appointment as 
a “white collar” Civil Service employee at the Naval Mine Depot. He 
served as Time and Leave Clerk for four years. He became the first 
Negro to be appointed as a Supervisor in the Naval Mine Depot where 
he served as Supervisor of Inventory for eight years preceding his retire¬ 
ment in 1959. During this period, he had under his supervision an inven¬ 
tory stock of over fifteen million dollars. 

His employment in the aforementioned positions did not deter 
him from active participation and leadership in other capacities. 

Just to mention some of these activities; in 1936 the York Countv 
Voters’ League (now the York County Civic Association), was organized 
and he served as President for twelve years; he served as President of 
the York-James City-Williamsburg Branch of the N.A.A.C.P. for four- 


* i WthHWrf on next page ) 
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teen years; served as Vice President of the York'County Community 
Chest for six years; was one of the organizers of Boy Scout Troop 81 of 
Yorktown; served as Juror Commissioner for York County; Served as 
Secretary of Tidewater Teachers Association; served as Assistant Teacher 
of Mutual Aid Association, U. S. Naval Mine Depot, At present he is 
President of the York County Cooperative Welfare League; President of 
the Rising Sun Community Club; Superintendent of Shiloh Baptist 
Sunday School; Chairman of Board of Trustees, Shiloh Baptist Church; 
President of York County Civic Association; President of The Tidewater 
District Civic Association—comprising York-James City-Char'les City- 
New Kent Counties and Williamsburg; Member of the Board of Directors 
of Tidewater “TB” Association; Member of Executive Board of Virginia 
State Conference of NAACP; Judge of Election, Nelson District {1st 
and only Negro to serve as a Judge of Election in York County in 70 
years). 

These indicate some of the activities in which his presence and 
influence have been and are still being felt for the advancement of our 
Race, and the Community, 

Sincj^^e^rganization of the York County Civic Association, the 
number of registered voters in York County has grown from 92 in 1936 
to over 800 in 1963, 


Many of the boys and girls whom he taught have pursued higher 
advanced training in Colleges and Universities and today are wedding 
influence for good; others have become heads of families, property 
owners, registered voters, and are considered substantial citizens right 
here in York County, 


☆ 
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YORKTOWN — Separatum, "I make no attempt to speak “Another slogan we hear quite ley Chisholm, the first Negro, 
racism or violence are not an- f° r NAACP, although I Imve frequently is ‘Black is Beauti- woman to be elected and serve! 
swers for human progress, ac- g 1 ‘ “[L LmSJ ful ' ? Welt 1 been here 80 w the U - S - Congress and Ed- 
cording to Charles h,. Brown, anc j serve now as president of >’ ears an d 1 have seen some ward Brooke the only Negro in| 
Yorktown, president of the state the Virginia Conference of black and some white which was the U,S. Senate, 

. conference of the NAACP, NAACP with nearly 30,000 mem- not so beautiful. It would be, ‘7 llGse ’ to ntf typi- 

Speaking, not for the NAACP, bers. I speak now as an individ- most unfortunate to have our <t>lacIc beauty/ " he said- 

but as an individual, Brown said ual. youth believe that they are beau- “In last Sunday's Daily Press 

he feels that in the midst of "With tumult on college cam- liful simply because they are there was a picture of eight 

the unrest as demonstrated by puses, and in our city streets we black" seniors at the York High SlhocJj 

the youth of today on college hear the chant of black power, Brown said that beauty comes anci the caption stated — ‘honor 
campuses and in the city streets black course of study, Blade from within and not from the students for 1968-69.' There are 
there is reason to pause and Panthers, Black Manifesto, color of one's skin. He quoted two Negro students in the group 
try to understand what they are etc.,” he said. "It seems to me Thurgood Marshall, a Negro who and according to arrangement 
trying to say. the youth are trying to destroy is a justice on the U,S. Supreme in the picture, one ranked third 

i am especially concerned or discount all of the progress Court, who said in an address and the other ranked seventh, 
about the tactics employed by we have made in our struggle at a predominantly Negro col- therefore representing one fourth 
7i^ r0 youths, Brown said, to get into the mainstream of Jege a few days ago: "We have in the tipper eight group—and 
10 . j 10na Association for American life. just a s many stinkers as any in a class where they represent 

the Advancement of Colored "When I hear the chant of other group/ less than one fourth of the total 

People was organized no years black power, in my mind I bo- The state NAACP president class membership. These twol 

ago, and hioughou. its exist- v'm to think of intellectual pow- asserted that black i$ beautb Negro girls have demonstrated, 
ence it has ad her red to the pnn- or, economic power, political flu only to the extent that it not black power, but brain pow- 
Ji 0ga P 1 ocedures. P- wcr * moral power and spirb shows beauty in conduct and or end therefore are very beau- 
today we arc just as stead- tuat power, and when a man accomplishment. tiM" 

fast in our efforts for advance- possesses these, whether he is He notes that Marshall is the Brown points out that text- 

"J2i ril 5Ti: Werf ' b0 r yoars ag0 * black ’ white ’ Ydtovt or red, he first Negro to be appointed and books in schools and imiversi- 
and stm believe in legal proce- has the power which moves the confirmed as a member of the ties have omitted almost cn- 
’ world forward. * lU.S. Supreme Court, Mrs* Shir- tirely any mention of the con- 




Iributfons the Negro has made 
to American and world prog* 
rcss. He said the inclusion of 
textbooks and studies setting 



, « , NAACP president 


forth the Negro's contribution Encouraged and urged to do so 
would prove beneficial and en- through approved, well estab- 
lightening to both Negro and lishcd channels/* 


white. 

“The ‘Black Manifesto,* of re¬ 
cent origin, where predominant¬ 
ly white church bodies are 
being pressured to make fi¬ 
nancial reparations for injust¬ 
ices forced upon the Negroes 
during pas! generations, to my 
mind, might have some ap¬ 
parent justification in fact, but 
not in the methods being used to 
accomplish the same,” he 
said. “No person or jktsotis 
have tiie right to go into a 
church, disrupt divine services 
in order to state what is term¬ 
ed a manifesto, but which in 
reality is a demand. 

“National church bodies, phib 
anthropic groups and founda¬ 
tions whose hearts and 
conscience can be touched to 
the extent that they feel they 
should expand their efforts to 
help raise the Negro to high¬ 
er standards, I fed, should be 


Brown said a chain is no 
stronger than its weakest link 
and that the Negro is very def¬ 
initely a link in the great Amer¬ 
ican chain of human progress, 
“Neither separatism, racism, 
or violence is the answer,” he 
claimed. “They are cancer¬ 
ous fibres working from with¬ 
in which can bring about our 
downfall and destruction. And 
there are those with ideologies 
different than the American 
ideal who are sitting and wait¬ 
ing like vultures to pounce upon 
America, once she weakens to 
the point where they dare do so 
and bring our final destruction, 
“American black and white 
arc all in the same boat and 
racism, separatism and vio¬ 
lence, whether advocated by 
black or white, will only has¬ 
ten the downfall of our great 
country. What we need most 
is to see ourselves as human 


beings, united in the struggle 
for the creation of a life of 
unity, dignity and peace. 

“Certainly, the Negro should 
have great pride in his black; 
heritage, but not so obsessed 
by it that as we purge our 
minds of white racist attitudes 
we replace them with black 
racist attitudes. 

“Some youth today are frus¬ 
trated, and some Negro youth 
say that in 100 years we have 
come too slowly, I have been 
here SO years out of the 100 
years, and sometimes I wish 
Negro youth might see and un¬ 
derstand the rough, stony road 
we oldsters have trod to reach 
where we are today. Many bar¬ 
riers established by laws, cus¬ 
toms and mores had to be 
breached. 

“I have known and felt the 
same urge as the “now” gener¬ 
ation feels. History and exper¬ 
ience have taught that a social 
revolution is slow and painful. 

“May I cite just one exam¬ 


ple — when I began to teach 
school in Virginia GO years ago 
(1909) schools for Negroes were 
abandoned storehouses, lodge 
hails, churches, anywhere that 
space could be found to accom¬ 
modate from 50 to 100 children 
and one teacher, and by law 
no Negro who desired to become 
a doctor, lawyer* dentist, piiaj> 
macist, engineer for any pro¬ 
fession, could put his foot inside 
of any of the tax supported col¬ 
leges and universities where all 
white persons were fully, freely 
enrolled and trained. Any Negro 
who desired such training had 
to leave Virginia and go else¬ 
where. 

“Well, we didn't burn down 
any colleges or universities, but 
we did open the doors. We knew 
and understood that ‘You don't 
burn down the barn to destroy 
the rats * 

“And to white Americans we 
say — ‘Don't try to extinguish 
the flame for the torch of free¬ 
dom bears an eternal flame*/* 








The Biography of Mrs Musetta Elizabeth Robinson White 

by Mabel Tabb 1973 

" To help a wondering child find bis way " has been the 
task of the honoree for close to a half century. Before she be¬ 
gan her vocation as public school teacher forty-two years ago, she 
was a Sunday School teacher in the Shiloh Church Sunday School. 

Musetta Robinson White, the third child and first daughter 
of William Henry and Ella Morce Robinson, was born October 26 , 1902 
at the family home just a few yards from this public school pro¬ 
perty. 

Mrs. White received her elementary training in the public 
school system hre in the county. She hastens to give credit for 
her growth educationally and morally to her early teachers, that 
Include the late Annie McNorton Brooks, Mary Susan Redcross Wash¬ 
ington, Lee Bertie Norton and the late Lucy Bebrey Brooks. Mrs. 
White was a member of the third graduating class of the old York 
County Training School. Graduating under the principalship of 
Charles Edward Brown in May, 1921. Mrs White gives considerable 
praise to Mr. Brown, who has done much for this county. The late 
Nina Randall was the only other member of the class of 1921. The 
graduating exercise were held in the main auditorium of Shiloh 
Baptist Church. Luring the transition of moving the school from 
Naval Mine Depot, Shiloh opened its doors for the public school 
while the new Julius Rosenwald school was under construction. 

The first graduate of the old school was Cora Hundley Allen. The 
second graduating class consisted of only one member, the late 
Samuel Chisman Jefferson. 



(White cont. 2) 


Afte- graduation from the York County Training School Kay 
2* t 1921, Mrs White sucessfully passed the Virginia State Bgard 
examination then offered to high school graduates, making them 
eligible to teach elementary school grades. In September, 1921 
the Superintendent of York County Schools, upon the recommendation 
of Mrs. White's principal, C.E.Brown, appointed Mrs. White, then 
Kiss Musetta Itobinson, a regular teacher at the Tampico School, 
Hornsbyville, Virginia. Mrs White taught in this position for two 
yearB. At the end of the second term, Mrs White enrolled at Vir¬ 
ginia State College, then known as the Virginia Normal and Industrial 
Institute, where she remained until she earned the Normal and Pro¬ 
fessional certificates, later she earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree at Hampton Institute and did graduate work at Hutgers Univer¬ 
sity. 

Proa 1929 through 1931, Mrs White served as teacher and as¬ 
sistant principal at the Magruder Elementary. In 1931 Mrs. White 
was transferred as principal-teacher of the Cary's Chapel School, 
Poquoson, Va*. Mrs White remained in this school for ten years 
(1931-1941). she cherishes these years in which she and her cO- 
worker Mrs. Georgia Hill labored harmoneously together . I n Aug¬ 
ust of 1941 Mrs White was united in holy wedlock to her husband, 
the late Mr. William H. White Jr.. Mrs. White acknowledges that 
without the understanding and assistance of her husband throughout 

the years since their marriage, she would not have been able to 

* 

carry on* 

In September 1941, Mrs White continued her teaching at the 
York Training School, which later became the James Weldon Johnson 
School. Mrs. White served for twenty-six years (1941 through 

1967) as a teacher of social studies and mathematics at the school 



(White cont. 3) 


where she began her education. Her final and forty-second year as 
a teacher has been spent at the Tabb Intermediate School. Mrs 
White served as a teacher under the following superintendents: 
the late B.C.Charles, the late T.Ryland Sanford, Mr. S.C.Morgan, and 
the present Superintendent, Mr. George Pope. 

I + is a privilege to spend and be spent in the service of 
one’s own county. Hundreds of boys and girls, men and women, that 
Musetta Elizabeth White has taught throughout the forty-two years to 
read, write, think logically, and live better lives, will rise and 
call her name blessed long after she is gone. 

Aside from the many duties ; Musetta Isa member of the Shiloh 
Baptist Church, Yorktown, Virginia^ where she has shared membership 
for more than fifty years. 

Among other affiliations she's an active part in the follow¬ 
ing Civic-Fraternal and Religious organizations: (1) She is Secre¬ 
tary of the Deaconess B^ard of Shiloh Baptist Church, (2) Ex-Secre¬ 
tary and Treasurer of Girl Scout Committee Troup # 181, (3) Past 
Secretary of Electa Chapter No. 19 ).E.S., Secretary of Araranth 
(Esther Court No. 2, ).E.S.), (4) Secretary of Yorktown Chapter 
Happton Alumni Association, (5) Member of the Church Guild, ($) 

Past Secretary of Household of Ruth No. 1774, (7) Past Matron 
of Ofcder of Tents , Past Treasurer of York County Teacher's 
Association, Past Secretary of the York County Empployees Union. 

She holds membership with the following organizations: 

King's Daughters; NAACP; National, State, and Local Retired Teacher' 
Association; Community Chest; Tuberculosis Chapter; Executive Board 
of the Red Cross Association* 

She has given considerable time and work with the Women's 


Civic League; National Council of Negro Women, Young People's 

Baptist Union, Sunday s cw uP** 

b ch ool arid is a lBo now cha* r 
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at the Youth Church at Shiloh. 

Such an outline Is the story of a life of large usefulness 
and effective service developed through years of patient work and 
struggle. 

Her pasttime and hobbies are: 

1. Devotion to duty 

2. Seeking opportunities to do kindness to her family* friends, 
and those less fortunate one's than herself. 

Her favorite quotation is: M If I can stop one heart front breaking 

I shall not live in vain, 

If 1 can ease one life the aching 
Or cool one pain 
Or help one fainting robin 
Into his nest again 
I shall not live in vain." 

Her favorite poem is: 

"Let me live in the house beside the road 
And be a friend to man." 

Her favorite song is: 

"Keep me Every Day" 

Her key words are: Faith, and Confidence,ln God. 
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CONTRACT WITH TEACHERS 




®t)ts Artulr nf Agrrrntrnt, between the SCHOOL BOARD OF 


York County 


l State of Virginia, of the first part, and_ 

of the second part; 


Mis3...Muoetfe Hobinson 


WITNESSETH, That the said party of the second part subject to the authority of the said school board under the supervision 
and control of the division superintendent agrees to teach in the schools administered by said school board under the following con¬ 
ditions; to-wit: 

1. The said teacher or party of the second part shall open and dose school on regular school days at such hours as the school 
board may designate, and shall give daily recess with appropriate supervision in accordance with the recess schedule adopted by the 
school board, provided the school day consists of not less than five hours or more than six and one-half hours exclusive of the 
noon hour recess, when such is provided. 

2. The said teacher shall obey all school laws and regulations and all rules made in accordance with the law by the said school 
board and shall make promptly and accurately all reports required by the superintendent of schools. 

3. Said teacher shall exercise care in the protection and upkeep of the school property, furniture and fixtures and shall promptly 
report to the superintendent needed repairs or necessary added facilities or supplies. 

4. In schools in which no regular janitor is employed the arrangement for keeping the school clean and in sanitary condition 
is stipulated below under special covenant, number 1. 

5. The said teacher hereby swears or affirms allegiance and loyalty to the Government of the United States. 

6. The school board or party of the first part shall deduct monthly from the salary of the said teacher a sum equal to one per 
centum of the salary, to be placed to the credit of the Retired Teachers’ Fund and to be applied as provided by law. 

, 7 ■ teac r h " ma >: b « changed from one teaching position to a different teaching position by the division superintendent 

when the efficiency of the school system requires such change, and provided proper explanation be made to the school board. 

8. The said board reserves the right to dismiss the teacher or party of the second part for just cause, an opportunity on request 

being granted for a hearing, paying for services rendered in accordance with this agreement to date of dismissal In case schools 
are closed temporarily on account of an epidemic or for other necessary cause the board may pay the teacher for time lost or mav 
extend the school term. 1 y 

9. The said school board or party of the first part agrees to pay said teacher or party of the second part, $36*88 _ 

per iJSQffidcPSt calendar month for a term of.. LJ_» calendar months, beginning on 

1SL , for a lawful school, for services rendered, payable on the last day of each icK3ol-or calendar 
month or as soon thereafter as possible. (See special covenant, number 3.) 


1* W ith reference to care and cleanliness of school building and out buildings in which no janitor is employed. 


2. With reference to time lost by teacher on account of sickness or for other cause. 


3. With reference to shortening the school term in case funds are exhausted. 



Other covenants. 


t toil 


In witness whereof, the parties hereunto have set their hands and se; 


Jmrman of the Board, 


Clerk of the Board, 


Teacher, 
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